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STATE OF NEW YORK

1558

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 10, 2025

Introduced by Sen. PALUMBO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to authorizing
patients to designate an essential visitor who may assist the patient
and performcertain duties on behalf of the patient

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2801 of the public health law is anmended by adding
a new subdivision 15 to read as foll ows:

15. "Essential visitor" shall nean a famly nenber, attorney in fact,
health care proxy or other individual designated by a patient who has
been admitted to the hospital for nore than two days and who provides
enotional and physical support and assistance to the patient. Such
assi stance nay include: help with eating and dressing when staff is
unavailable, providing enotional support due to lack of contact with
i ndi viduals outside of the hospital, and comunicating patients' needs
to staff when necessary.

§ 2. Subdivision 3 of section 2803-c of the public health lawis
anmended by adding a new paragraph s to read as foll ows:

s. Every patient shall have the right to designate one individual as
an _essential visitor who shall act as an advocate for the patient.
Duties of the essential visitor shall include, but not be limted to,
conmmuni cating with facility staff regarding the needs of the patient,
providing enptional stability and conpany for the patient while staff is
unavail able, and requesting additional care or a change in the current
care plan if necessary.

8§ 3. Section 2803-c of the public health Iaw is amended by adding a
new subdivision 7 to read as foll ows:

7. a. Any individual designated as an essential visitor pursuant to
this section shall be permtted unrestricted access and visitation to
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the resident at the hospital in which such patient is residing in order
to provide the necessary aid described pursuant to this section.

b. Nothing in this section shall prevent a facility fromrequiring
precautionary neasures be taken by essential visitors prior to adnit-
tance or denying entry to an essential visitor based on non-conpliance
with precautionary procedures. Precautionary neasures may include, but

are not limted to, screenings for potential diseases or viruses that
may be brought into the facility and requiring essential visitors to
supply their own personal protective equipnent.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmmediately.



