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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 8, 2025

Introduced by Sen. MAY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
establishing the New York state cooperative watershed nmanagenent
program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The environmental conservation law is anmended by adding a
new section 15-0519 to read as foll ows:

8 15-0519. Cooperative watershed managenent program

1. There is hereby established within the departnent a "New York state
cooperative watershed nanagenent progrant for the purpose of providing
funding to watershed networks to encourage such watershed networks to
formlocal or regional solutions to address their water and watershed
nanagenent needs.

2. For the purposes of this section the following terns shall have the
foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "Progranml’ neans the New York state cooperative watershed manage-
ment program established pursuant to subdivision one of this section.

(b) "Watershed network"™ neans a self-sustaining, non-regulatory,
consensus-based network that is conposed of a diverse array of stake-
hol ders, which may include but shall not be linmted to, lake associ-
ations and other watershed-related non-profit organizations, nunici-
palities, federal, state, or local agencies, and tribal nations. A
"wat ershed network"™ nmay be specific to a defined watershed devoted to
one water body or may represent an array of such groups working across
connected watersheds in a region. A "watershed network" nmay be housed
within a watershed managenent council, a | ake association, internunici-
pal body., or a nunicipal governnent, but shall represent a variety of
st akehol ders in such watershed or region.
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(c) "Watershed network devel opnent” neans activities to develop a
wat ershed network, including, but not limted to, devel opment of byl aws
or mssion statenents, perform ng stakehol der outreach, pursuing recog-
nition as a nonprofit, or other simlar organization activities.

(d) "Watershed network professionalization" neans activities to
prof essionalize a watershed network, including, but not limted to,
hiring professional staff for watershed nmanagenent or grant witing.

devel opi ng wat ershed restoration plans, or designing watershed nanage-

ment projects.
3. (a) The program shall develop a process whereby watershed networks

nay apply to the programfor grants for watershed network devel opnent or
wat er shed net work professionalization.

(b) The program shall develop criteria for a conpetitive award process
for approval or denial of grant applications from watershed networks
pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subdivision. Such criteria shal
include, but not be limted to, the following for approval of a grant
application:

(i) The applicant watershed network shall be conprised of two or nore
public or private stakeholders; and

(ii) The applicant watershed network has denpnstrated stakehol der
buy-in to the watershed network devel opnent or watershed network profes-
sionalization plan by submtting a conplete budget proposal for such
plan, and by submtting letters of support from such stakehol ders.

4. (a) A watershed network selected for a watershed network devel op-
nment grant pursuant to this section shall be awarded a grant not to
exceed twenty thousand dollars. The sane watershed network shall be
eligible to receive a watershed network devel opnent grant pursuant to
this section no nore frequently than once every five vears.

(b) A watershed network selected for a watershed network professional-
ization grant pursuant to this section shall be awarded a grant not to
exceed forty thousand dollars. The sane watershed network shall be
eligible to receive a watershed network professionalization grant pursu-
ant to this section annually for up to three consecutive years.

(c) A watershed network shall not be eligible to receive a watershed
network developnent grant and a watershed professionalization grant in
the sane vear.

5. Funds awarded by the program pursuant to this section shall be
subject to appropriation therefor by the legislature.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have becone a |law. Effective inmediately, the addition, amendment and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpl eted
on or before such effective date.




