Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 988
BY: M of A Heastie

MOURNI NG the death of the Reverend Jesse Louis

Jackson and honoring his lifetime of servi ce,
| eader shi p, and advocacy for civil rights and soci al
justice

WHEREAS, Fromtime to tine, the Legislature of the State of New York
pauses in its deliberations to recognize individuals whose |ives have
prof oundly shaped society and whose |eadership, courage, and noral
convi ction have left an enduring inprint on history, inspiring
generations to confront inequality, expand opportunity, and work toward
a nore just and fair society; anong the distinguished figures whose
| ives enbody these ideals, few have denonstrated such enduring courage,
noral clarity, and transformative inpact as the Reverend Jesse Louis
Jackson; and

VWHEREAS, The Reverend Jesse Louis Jackson, born Jesse Louis Burns on
Cctober 8, 1941, in Geenville, South Carolina, rose from hunble
begi nni ngs to becone one of the nost influential civil rights |eaders in
history, dedicating his life to the pursuit of justice, equality, and
human rights for Black Anericans and all people; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend Jackson was raised in a segregated South, and was
surrounded by a community that instilled in hima deep sense of faith,
resilience, and responsibility; he went on to earn a Bachelor of Arts in
sociology fromthe Agricultural and Technical College of North Carolina,
now known as North Carolina A&T State University; in 1964, he began his
theol ogical studies at Chicago Theological Sem nary but deferred his
studi es when he began working full-tinme in the Cvil R ghts Mvenent
with the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; he was ordai ned on June
30, 1968 by Reverend Cay Evans and received his Master of Dvinity
degree from Chi cago Theol ogi cal Sem nary in 2000; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson energed as a nentee and foll ower of the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. during the Cvil R ghts Movenent,
standing alongside Dr. King in the final nmonments of his life in 1968,
and carrying forward the novenent's noral and strategic l|egacy wth
unwavering conmm tnent; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend Jackson played a pivotal role in the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference's Operation Breadbasket, transformng it
into a national force for economic justice by negotiating enploynent
opportunities, corporate accountability agreenents, and conmunity
i nvestment conmitnments that reshaped access to econom c power for Bl ack
Aneri cans; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson strengthened the national novenent for
justice by founding the Rainbow PUSH Coalition, wuniting his earlier
organi zations to advance political enpowernent, econon c opportunity,
and equal rights for underserved comunities; through the Rainbow PUSH
Coalition, Reverend Jackson chanpi oned voter registration, educational



equity, fair housing, and crimnal justice reform nobilizing mllions
of Anmericans to participate in civic life and expanding the political
I nfluence of historically marginalized communities; and

VWHEREAS, Rever end Jackson's gr oundbr eaki ng 1984 and 1988
presi dential canpaigns galvanized a nultiracial "Rainbow Coalition,”
el evati ng | ssues such as universal healthcare, workers' rights,
environnmental justice, and international human rights, and opened doors
for future candidates of color to seek and hold the highest offices in
t he nation; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson distinguished hinself as a gl obal
humanitarian and di pl omat, negotiating the rel ease of Anmerican hostages
and political prisoners in Syria, Cuba, Iraq, and other regions,
denonstrating a steadfast commtnent to peace, dialogue, and the
protection of human |ife; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson was a tirel ess advocate for | abor rights,
standing with workers across industries ranging fromfarmwrkers to
airline enployees to public sector unions, consistently affirmng that
econonm c justice is inseparable fromcivil rights; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend Jackson's voi ce resonated across generations as he
spoke out against apartheid in South Africa, voter suppression in the
United States, and human rights abuses around the world, reinforcing the
noral inperative of global solidarity in the struggle for freedom and
equality; and

VWHEREAS, Rever end Jackson's l'ifel ong dedi cati on to yout h
enpower nent, | eadership devel opnent, and educat i onal opportunity
I nspired countless young people to pursue public service, activism and
comunity | eadership, ensuring that his | egacy continues to shape the
future; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson further distinguished hinself through
nati onal public service, including his tenure as "shadow senator"™ for
the District of Colunbia from 1991 to 1997, where he advocated for ful
congressional representation and statehood for the residents of
Washi ngton, D.C.; and

WHEREAS, |In recognition of his decades of |eadership, noral courage,
and unwavering commtnment to civil and human rights, Reverend Jackson
was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by President Bill dinton
in 2000, the nation's highest civilian honor; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson nmuaintained deep and enduring ties to New
York State, shaping its civil rights |landscape and |aunching the Wal
Street Project in New York City, an initiative dedicated to chall enging
the financial industry to expand access and opportunity for mnority
entrepreneurs, investors, and professionals, and to ensure that the
corporate sector reflected the diversity, tal ent, and econoni ¢
aspirations of all conmunities; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Jackson's work in New York strengthened grassroots



organi zi ng, expanded political participation, and inspired generations
of New Yorkers to confront injustice with courage, discipline, and noral
conviction; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his |life, Reverend Jackson remained a steadfast
voi ce against racism poverty, violence, and discrimnation, chanpioning

voting rights, workers' rights, educational equity, and the dignity of
mar gi nal i zed conmuniti es across the nation; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend Jackson passed away on February 17, 2026, at the
age of 84, leaving behind a nonunental |egacy of activism institution
building, and noral |eadership that transfornmed the United States and
i nspi red novenents around the world; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend Jackson is survived by his devoted wfe of nore
than six decades, Jacqueline Lavinia Brown Jackson, and their children,
Santita Jackson, Jesse Louis Jackson Jr., Jonathan Luther Jackson, Yusef
DuBoi s Jackson, Jacquel i ne Lavi nia Jackson, and Ashley Laverne Jackson,
all  of whomcarry forward his | egacy of service, faith, and comm t nent
to justice; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the passing of the Reverend Jesse Louis Jackson, to honor his
extraordinary |ife and achievenents, and to recognize his profound
contributions to civil rights, denocracy, and human dignity; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of the Reverend Jesse Louis Jackson, wth the
deepest synpathy and gratitude of the people of New York State.



