Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 960
BY: M of A Lavine

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
February 2026, as Teen Dating Viol ence Awareness and
Prevention Month in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
official nonths that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
i ssues that affect the lives of our teens and young adults from the
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and fully in accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, it is the sense of this Legislative Body to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimFebruary 2026, as Teen
Dating Viol ence Awareness and Prevention Month in the State of New York,
in conjunction with the observance of National Teen Dating Violence
Awar eness and Prevention Mnth; and

WHEREAS, Donestic violence is a serious problem and not just an

adult problem teens also experience abuse in their relationships; in
fact, according to a report in 2006 by the Center for D sease Control
and Prevention (CDC), nearly 1.5 mllion high school students nationw de

experi ence physical abuse froma dating partner every year; and

WHEREAS, Dating violence refers to a pattern of actual or threatened
acts of physical and/or enotional abuse perpetrated by an adol escent
against a current or fornmer dating partner; and

WHEREAS, Abuse may include insults, coercion, social sabotage,
threats, and/or acts of physical abuse; the abusive teen wuses this
pattern of violent and coercive behavior in order to gain power and
mai ntain control over the dating partner; and

VWHEREAS, The Nati onal Resource Center on Donestic Violence found
that girls and young wonen between the ages of 16 and 24 experience the
hi ghest rate of intinmate partner violence, alnost triple the national
aver age; and

VWHEREAS, Nearly 1.5 mllion high school students in the United
States are physically abused by dating partners every year; and

VWHEREAS, Females are nore likely to be the victins; 1 in 4 wonen
have been assaulted by a partner; nmen are also at risk: 1 in 14 nen
report being victinms; and

WHEREAS, Regardl ess of sex, it is likely that abusive relationships
are underreported due to the nature of the problem and

WHEREAS, 1 in 3 female teenagers in a dating relationship has feared
for her physical safety; and

WHEREAS, 1 in 2 teenagers in a serious relationship has conprom sed



personal beliefs to please a partner; and

WHEREAS, 1 in 5 teenagers in a serious relationship reports having
been hit, slapped, or pushed by a partner; and

WHEREAS, 27 percent of teenagers have been in dating rel ationships
in which their partners called them nanes or put them down; and

VWHEREAS, Approxi mately 70% of coll ege students say they have been
sexual |y coerced; and

WHEREAS, Unfortunately, only 33% of teenagers who were in a violent
rel ati onship ever told anyone about the abuse; and

VWHEREAS, Technol ogi es such as cell phones and the Internet have nade
dati ng abuse both nore pervasive and nore hidden; and

WHEREAS, 30 percent of teenagers who have been in a dating
relationship say they have been text-nessaged between 10 and 30 tines
per hour by a partner seeking to find out where they are, what they are
doing, or who they are with; and

VWHEREAS, 72 percent of teenagers who reported they had been checked
up on by a boyfriend or girlfriend 10 tinmes per hour by email or text
messaging did not tell their parents; and

VWHEREAS, Parents are largely unaware of the cell phone and internet
har assnment experi enced by teenagers; and

WHEREAS, Violent relationships in adolescence can have serious
ram fications for wvictinms, putting themat higher risk for substance
abuse, eating disorders, suicide, and adult revictimzation; and

VWHEREAS, The severity of violence anbng dating partners has been
shown to be greater in cases where the pattern of violence has been
est abl i shed in adol escence; and

VWHEREAS, The establishment of Teen Dating Violence Awareness and
Preventi on Month wll benefit schools, communities, and famlies
regardl ess of socio-econom c status, race, or gender; and

WHEREAS, This Legi sl ative Body recognizes the efforts of all those
who raise awareness and educate others about the very real dangers of
teen dating violence, thereby inproving the quality of Iife for our
yout h, our nost precious resource; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim February 2026, as Teen
Dating Vi ol ence Awareness and Prevention Month in the State of New York;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor K.






