Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 959
BY: M of A MMhon

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
February 21, 2026, as Mother Language Day in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize that
the quality and character of life in the communities across New York
State are reflective of the concerned and dedicated efforts of those
organi zations and individuals that are devoted to the welfare of the
comunity and its citizenry; and

WHEREAS, It is also the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to increase awareness of issues that
affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, |nternational Mther Language Day is an observance held
annually on February 21st worldwi de to pronote awareness of |inguistic
and cultural diversity and nmultilingualism and

WHEREAS, The date represents the day in 1952, when students from
different institutions such as Dhaka University, Jagannath University
and Dhaka Medical College denonstrating for recognition of their
| anguage, Bangla, were shot and killed by police in Dhaka, the capital
of present-day Bangl adesh; and

WHEREAS, First announced on Novenber 17, 1999, by the United Nations
Educati onal , Scientific and Cul tural Organi zati on ( UNESCO) ,
I nt er nati onal Mot her Language Day is based on the premse that
linguistic and cultural diversity represent universal values that
strengthen the wunion and cohesion of societies; it has been observed
every year since its inaugural celebration in February of 2000; and

WHEREAS, UNESCO sets the thenme for each International Mother
Language Day, and holds related events at its headquarters in Paris on
or around February 21 each year; and

WHEREAS, Presented annually on International WMther Language Day,
the Linguapax Prize recognizes and awards outstanding contributions in
t he preservation of | i ngui stic di versity, revitalization and
reactivation of | i ngui stic comunities, and the pronotion of
mul tilingualism and

WHEREAS, On May 16, 2009, the United Nations General Assenbly inits
resolution, called upon Menber States to pronbte the preservation and
protection of all |anguages used by people of the world; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, by the sane resolution, the General Assenbly
procl ai mred 2008 as the International Year of Languages, to pronote unity
in diversity and international wunderstanding, through nmultilingualism
and nmulticulturalism and



VWHEREAS, Linguistic diversity is increasingly threatened as nore and
nore | anguages disappear; globally, 40 percent of the popul ati on does

not have access to an education in a | anguage they speak or wunderstand;
and

VWHEREAS, At |east 43 percent of the estimted 6,000 | anguages spoken
in the world are endangered; only a few hundred | anguages have genui nely
been given a place in education systens and the public domain, and | ess
than a hundred are used in the digital world; and

VWHEREAS, Neverthel ess, progress is being nade in nother tongue-based
mul tilingual education with growing understanding of its inportance,
particularly in early schooling, and nore commtnent to its devel opnent
in public life; and

WHEREAS, Languages are the nost powerful instruments of preserving
and developing our tangible and intangible heritage; all noves to
pronote the dissemnm nation of nother tongues will serve not only to a
encourage linguistic diversity and nmultilingual education, but also to
develop fuller awareness of linguistic cultural traditions throughout
the world to inspire solidarity based on understandi ng, tol erance and
di al ogue; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimFebruary 21, 2026, as
Mot her Language Day in the State of New York, in conjunction wth the
observance of International Mther Language Day; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



