Assenbl y Resol ution No. 946
BY: M of A WIIlians

RECOCGNI ZI NG February 2, 2026, as Wrld Wetl ands
Day

VWHEREAS, New York State understands the inportance of preserving and
contributing to the naintenance of wetlands, and understands the
i nportance that they play in the cycle of preserving a proper bal ance in
t he ecosystem and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to recogni ze Monday,
February 2, 2026, as Wrld Wetlands Day; and

WHEREAS, Wetl ands are | and areas that are saturated or flooded wth
wat er either permanently or seasonally; and

VWHEREAS, Inland wetlands include marshes, ponds, |[|akes, fens,
rivers, floodplains, and swanps; coastal wetlands include saltwater
mar shes, estuaries, mangroves, |agoons and even coral reefs; fishponds,
ri ce paddi es, and salt pans are human- made wet!| ands; and

WHEREAS, Wetlands are critical to human and planet life; directly or
indirectly, they provide alnost all of the world s consunption of
freshwater; nore than one billion people depend on themfor a living and
40% of the world's species |live and breed in wetlands; and

WHEREAS, Wetlands are a vital source for food, raw materials,
genetic resources for nedicines, and hydropower; they mtigate floods,
protect coastlines and build community resilience to disasters, and they
play an inportant role in transport, tourism and the cultural and
spiritual well-being of people; and

VWHEREAS, Each year, February 2nd is celebrated as Wrld Wetl ands Day
to rai se gl obal awareness about the vital role of wetlands for people
and our planet; this day also marks the date of the adoption of the
Convention on Wtlands on February 2, 1971, in the lranian city of
Ransar on the shores of the Caspian Sea; and

WHEREAS, Cimte change is one of the nobst pressing problens facing
humanity and our planet; this year's thenme, "Wtlands Restoration",
hi ghlights the urgent need to prioritize wetland restoration; and

VWHEREAS, Approximately 35% of the world's wetlands were | ost between
1970- 2015 with annual rates of |oss accelerating from 2000; and

WHEREAS, Losses have been driven by negatrends such as climate
change, popul ation increase, urbanization, particularly of coastal zones
and river deltas, and changi ng consunption patterns that have all fuel ed
changes to | and and water use and to agriculture; and

VWHEREAS, Wetl ands, which include |akes, rivers, mar shes and
peatlands as well as coastal and nmarine areas such as estuaries,



| agoons, mangroves and coral reefs, are currently estimted to cover
nore than 12.1 mllion knmR2, an area greater than the country of
G eenl and; and

WHEREAS, In 2012, Hurricane Sandy slamed into the eastern seaboard
of the United States, directly inpacting New York State and inflicting
damage in 24 states; if not for coastal wetlands, the destruction would
have been worse; and

WHEREAS, A recent study found that coastal wetlands in the Northeast
United States prevented $625 nmillion in direct flood damages during
Hurricane Sandy, reducing danages by nore than 22%in half of the
I npacted areas and by as nmuch as 30% el sewhere; and

WHEREAS, The intensity, frequency, and duration of North Atlantic
hurri canes have increased since the early 1980s, nmaking the protection
of the 50% of United States wetlands that remain an inperative; and

VWHEREAS, New York State understands the inportance of preserving and
contributing to the nmintenance of wetlands, and understands the
i nportance that wetlands play in the cycle of preserving a proper
bal ance in the ecosystem and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to observe those
events of true purpose and worthy acconplishnent that recogni ze the need
for the wunderstanding of preserving the wetlands of New York and the
gl obal community, and instilling educational tenets to our G eat State;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
recogni ze February 2, 2026, as Wrld Wetl ands Day; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Wrld Wtlands Day events throughout the State of New
Yor k.



