Assenbl y Resol uti on No. 828
BY: M of A DeStefano

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
January 11, 2026, as Human Trafficki ng Awareness Day
in the State of New York

WHEREAS, Human trafficking, also referred to as trafficking in
persons, is a pervasive and insidious crime that enconpasses both forced
| abor and sex trafficking and continues to rob mllions of individuals
around the world of their fundamental rights, freedom and dignity; and

VWHEREAS, January 11th has been recogni zed across the United States
as National Human Trafficking Awareness Day, a tine to rai se awareness
about this heinous crinme and to recommt to efforts to eradicate hunman
trafficking in all its fornms; and

WHEREAS, Since 2010, each January has been designated as Nati onal
Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Mont h by Presi denti al
Procl amati on, rei nforcing the responsibility of all governnents,
Institutions, and individuals to help prevent human trafficking, protect
Its victins, and prosecute perpetrators; and

VWHEREAS, There are an estinmated 27.6 mllion people - adults and
children - currently subjected to human trafficking worldw de, including
within the United States and the State of New York, with traffickers
expl oiting people in both hidden and visible ways, taking advantage of
conflict, displacenent, economc hardship, and crises such as natural
di sasters or the COVID 19 pandem c; and

WHEREAS, Traffickers use coercion, fraud, and force to conpel their
victinms into |abor or sexual exploitation, causing lifelong trauma and
suffering while enriching transnational crim nal net wor ks and
t hreatening both public safety and national security; and

WHEREAS, In response, countries across the globe, including the
United States, have worked to inplenent the internationally recognized
"3P" paradigm - prevention of the crime, protection of victins, and

prosecution of traffickers - as outlined in the United Nations Protocol
to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, also known as
the Pal erno Protocol; and

VWHEREAS, As of 2024, 178 countries are parties to the Palerno
Protocol, having conmtted to taking concerted steps to crimnalize al
forms of trafficking, protect victins, and cooperate internationally to
dismantl e trafficking networks; and

VWHEREAS, Despite w despread international and donestic | egal
framewor ks to address trafficking, the practice persists, and conbating
it requires conti nued public awar eness, vigilant enforcenent,
survivor-centered support, and community engagenent at every |evel of
governnment and civil society; and



WHEREAS, National Human Trafficking Awareness Day serves as a
power ful annual rem nder that all people - including educators, health
prof essionals, service providers, |law enforcenent, businesses, and

everyday citizens - have arole to play in identifying and responding to
trafficking and supporting survivors on their path to healing and
justice; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimJanuary 11, 2026, as Human
Trafficking Awareness Day in the State of New York, in alignment wth
national observance, to raise awareness of the w despread nature of
human trafficking, honor the resilience of survivors, and reaffirm New
York's commtnent to ending this grave violation of human rights; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



