Assenbly Resol ution No. 71
BY: M of A Reilly

MOURNI NGt he deat h of Ant hony L. Aquaro,
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of his
comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose lifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their communities and this
great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Anthony L. Aquaro, of Rossville, New York, died on Friday,
January 10, 2025, at the age of 103; he was known as the oldest living
retired New York City Firefighter; he is fondly renenbered by the
Uniformed Fire Oficers Association as a firefighter who left an
i ndelible mark on the FDNY and all who knew him and

WHEREAS, On February 27, 1921, Anthony L. Aquaro was born in
Br ookl yn, New York; he nmet his high school sweetheart, doria, when he
was 16 and she was 14 years old; it was |love at first sight for the
coupl e; and

WHEREAS, For the United States Navy, Anthony L. Aquaro served his
country as a Boatswain's Mate 1st O ass (BML) on the USS I npul se, which
secured vital trade routes between the United States and Cuba, and the
USS Kingsmll; he proudly fought in Wrld War Il from 1942-1945; in
1944, while honme on |l eave, he narried GQoria, the love of his life; and

VWHEREAS, Upon his return fromthe war, Anthony L. Aquaro worked
nunerous jobs to support his famly, including working in a paper bag
factory and | oading freight; and

VWHEREAS, | n 1953, Anthony L. Aguaro was sworn in as a firefighter
with the FDNY at the age of 31 and would serve with Engine No. 269 in
Br ookl yn for 26 years; and

WHEREAS, On Decenber 16, 1960, Anthony L. Aquaro was working when a
United Airlines Douglas DC-8 collided in mdair with a TWA Lockheed
L- 1049 Super Constellation; the Constellation crashed on MIler Field in
New Dorp, and the DC-8 crashed in Park Sl ope in Brooklyn; the collision
resulted in the tragic deaths of all 128 passengers aboard the two
aircraft and six people on the ground; and

VWHEREAS, Having first settled in New Dorp in 1965, Anthony and
Goria Aquaro were blessed with two children; through the years, they
woul d wel cone four grandchildren and ei ght great-grandchildren; and

VWHEREAS, Anthony L. Aquaro had said that his greatest blessing was
wealth, not the nonetary kind, but the wealth that conmes w th being
bl essed with a beautiful and loving famly of children, grandchildren,
great - grandchil dren, nieces, and nephews; and



VWHEREAS, Countl ess individuals who were fortunate to know Ant hony L.
Aquaro wll mss himtrenmendously; his legacy will be an inspiration to
future generations for years to cone; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed wth a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Anthony L. Aquaro |eaves behind a |egacy which wll [long
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
he served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nourn the death of Anthony L. Aquaro, distinguished citizen and devoted
menber of his community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of Anthony L. Aquaro.



