Assenbl y Resol ution No. 620
BY: M of A Lunsford

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Oct ober 5-11, 2025, as Banned Books Wek in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official weeks that are set aside to celebrate the freedomto read and
to draw attention to banned and chal | enged books; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimCctober 5-11, 2025, as
Banned Books Week in the State of New York, in conjunction wth the
observance of National Banned Books Wek; and

WHEREAS, Banned Books Wek is an annual awareness canpai gn pronoted
by the American Library Association and Amesty International, that
cel ebrates the freedomto read, draws attention to banned and chal | enged
books, and hi ghlights persecuted individuals; and

WHEREAS, Held since Septenber of 1982, the United States canpaign
stresses the inportance of ensuring the availability of those unorthodox
or unpopul ar viewpoints to all who wsh to read them and the requirenent
to keep material publicly available so people can develop their own
concl usi ons and opi ni ons; and

VWHEREAS, The international canpaign notes individuals persecuted
because of the witings they produce, circulate or read; and

VWHEREAS, Sone of the events that occur during Banned Books Wek are
The Virtual Read-Qut and The First Amendnment Film Festival; and

WHEREAS, According to a study by PEN Anerica, during the 2022-2023
school year, 3,300 books were banned, a 33% i ncrease from the previous
school year; and

WHEREAS, That sane study found that the books banned or chall enged
overwhel m ngly featured thenes about race and raci smor contained LGIBQ
characters; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that the citizens of this great Enpire
State have access to all literature, ei t her controversi al or
non- controversi al , whi ch supports our nation's First Anendnent
guaranteeing the freedomof expression by prohibiting Congress from
restricting the press or the rights of individuals to speak freely; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmenori ali ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim OCctober 5-11, 2025, as
Banned Books Week in the State of New York; and



RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



