Assenbl y Resol ution No. 586
BY: M of A Lunsford

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 2025, as Mel anoma Awareness Month in the State
of New Yor k

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to nenorialize
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMy 2025, as Ml anona Awareness Month
in the State of New York, in conjunction with the observance of Nati onal
Mel anonma Mont h; and

VWHEREAS, The Anmerican Acadeny of Dernatol ogy has desi gnated Nati onal
Mel anoma Month to raise awareness about skin cancer; many events have
been pl anned focused on skin health, sun safety, tanning prevention, and
skin cancer screening and resources; and

VWHEREAS, Skin cancer is the nost common form of cancer in the United
States, and Melanoma is one of the nbst commobn cancers in young people
under 30, especially in young wonen; and

WHEREAS, Mel anoma can appear on any area of the body, including the
eyes and internal organs; and

WHEREAS, O'ten the first sign of Melanoma is a change in the shape,
color, size, or feel of an existing nole or the appearance of a new
nol e; and

VWHEREAS, According to the Anmerican Cancer Society, it is anticipated
that this year approximately 104,960 new cases of malignant Ml anoma
wi |l be diagnosed in the United States; and

WHEREAS, It is estinmated by the American Cancer Society that there
will be approxinmately 8,430 deaths attributable to malignant Mel anoma in
2025; and

WHEREAS, 86 percent of Ml anomas are caused by solar ultraviolet
(W) rays; and

VWHEREAS, To prevent Melanoma, it is recomended to avoid using
tanni ng beds, excessive exposure to the sun, especially between the
hours of 10 am to 4 p.m, when its rays are the strongest, and to wear
sungl asses, wi de-brinmed hats, |ong-sleeved shirts, and pants; and

WHEREAS, Reqgul ar daily use of an SPF 15 or hi gher sunscreen reduces
the risk of devel opi ng Mel anona by 50 percent; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body affirnms its commtnent to pronote an
envi ronment whi ch supports and encourages vi gorous research activities,
and the institutions engaged in those activities, to further skin cancer
research; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body also reaffirns its commtnment to



foster efforts directed at the advancenent of detection, diagnosis, and
treatnment of Mel anoma; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMy 2025, as Ml anona
Awar eness Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



