Assenbly Resol ution No. 454
BY: M of A R vera

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
June 2025, as Worl d Refugee Awareness Month in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official nonths that are set aside to i ncrease awareness of issues that
affect the lives of citizens of New York State and the world; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim June 2025, as Wrld
Ref ugee Awar eness Month in the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, June was first declared as Wrld Refugee Awareness Month in
2001; since then, the nonth has been a tinme to acknow edge strength,
courage and perseverance of mllions of refugees who |ive around the
gl obe; and

WHEREAS, Refugee children and their famlies nust deal wth past
traumatic experiences while integrating into a new and unfamliar
society; and

VWHEREAS, They nust | ook for safety in an unknown culture, and ask
for help in a nonnative |anguage; these children and famlies have
experienced war-related trauma and di sruption, as well as resettlenent,
poverty, unenploynent, stigmatization, and bias; and

WHEREAS, According to the United Nations, every mnute 24 people
| eave everything behind to escape war, persecution or terror; and

WHEREAS, The O fice of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for
Ref ugees

(UNHCR) was established in Decenber of 1950 to | ead and coordi nate
i nternational action to protect refugees and resolve refugee problens
wor | dwi de; and

WHEREAS, New York has historically ranked anong the top |ocations
for accepting refugees as per Departnent of State, Bureau of Popul ation,
Ref ugees and M gration data; and

VWHEREAS, Refugees enrich the communities that they settle in by
starting businesses, building careers, purchasing honmes and contri buting
to the econony; and

WHEREAS, The Ofice of Refugee Resettlenent at the U S. Departnent
of Health and Human Services has reported that organizations tasked with
resettling refugees within our conmunities have successfully resettled
27,465 refugees in New York from 2015 to 2024; these refugees have cone
fromover 49 countries, including Afghanistan, Burnma, |Iraq, Ukraine, and



Syria; and

WHEREAS, It is inportant to also pay tribute to the dedication of
humani t ari an workers both domestically and abroad who devote their |ives
to ensuring that vul nerable people can find a hone; and

WHEREAS, There continue to be individuals and famlies in need of
refuge and the support of New York State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim June 2025, as Wrld
Ref ugee Awareness Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kat hy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



