Assenbl y Resol ution No. 322
BY: M of A MMhon

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
April 2025, as Esophageal Cancer Awareness Month in
the State of New York

WHEREAS, Esophageal <cancer 1is one of the fastest grow ng cancer
di agnoses in the United States, increasing nore than 400%in the past 20
years; the cancer kills 1 American every 36 mnutes each and every day;
and

WHEREAS, Esophageal cancer is anong the deadliest of cancers, with
about 1 in 5 patients surviving 5 years, and has low survival rates
because it is wusually discovered at advanced stages when treatnent
out cones are poor; and

VWHEREAS, Esophageal cancer is 3 to 4 tines nore conmon anbng nen
than anmong wonen, and the lifetinme risk of esophageal cancer in the
United States is about 1 in 127 in nmen and about 1 in 434 in wonen; and

VWHEREAS, |In 2024, the Anerican Cancer Society estimated 17,690 nen
and 4,680 wonen will be diagnosed wth esophageal cancer and 12,880 nen
and 3,250 wonen will die fromthe disease; and

WHEREAS, Esophageal cancer nakes up about 1% of all cancers
diagnosed in the United States, vyet it is the cause of 2.6%of the
cancer deaths in the U S ; it is nmuch nore common in sone other parts of

the world, such as Iran, northern China, India, and southern Africa; and

VWHEREAS, Al t hough many people with esophageal cancer will go on to
die from this disease, treatnent has inproved and survival rates are
getting better; during the 1960s and 1970s, only about 5% of patients
survived at l|east 5 years after being diagnosed; today, about 22% of
patients survive at |east 5 years after diagnosis; and

VWHEREAS, Esophageal cancer in the United States is nost often caused
by persistent heartburn or Gastroesophageal Reflux D sease (GERD), yet
many who are at risk are unaware of the potential danger GERD can
present when it occurs over several weeks or nonths; and

VWHEREAS, Esophageal cancer can be a silent Kkiller wth patients
often wunaware that the cough, hoarse voice, sore throat or chest pain
they suffer can be signs of GERD and are reasons to discuss screening
for esophageal cancer with their health care professional; and

VWHEREAS, Esophageal cancer can devel op from GERD when fluids from
the stomach splash up to create cellular change in the esophagus
resulting in a precancerous condition known as Barrett's Esophagus which
can lead to a 125-fold increase in a patient's risk of devel oping
esophageal cancer; and

WHEREAS, Esophageal cancer can be prevented through early detection



of its precursor, Barrett's Esophagus, which can be treated with new,
curative outpatient techniques; and

VWHEREAS, Esophageal Cancer Action Network (ECAN) is working to
i mprove public awareness of the |ink between heartburn and cancer and
supports progress in early detection and treatnent of esophageal cancer;
and

VWHEREAS, Esophageal cancer awareness, along with inprovenents in
prevention, early detection and treatnment strategies, will enhance the
health and wel | -being of all Americans; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 2025, as Esophageal
Cancer Awareness Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



