Assenbl y Resol ution No. 160
BY: M of A Wight

MOURNI NG the death of Hazel N Dukes, |ongtine
civil rights stalwart and distinguished nenber of
her comunity

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding nenbers of our community who,
through their selfless commtnent and dedi cation, have served to better
the quality of life in our cormunity and have had a neasurable positive
inmpact on the lives of its residents; Hazel N Dukes was one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

WHEREAS, It is with profound sorrow and deep regret that this
Legislative Body records the passing of Hazel N Dukes, noting the
significance of her purposeful life and acconplishnents; and

WHEREAS, Hazel N. Dukes, an early and unwavering crusader for civil
rights who survived personal, professional and political setbacks to
serve for nearly a half-century as the perennial president of New York
State's NAACP, died on Saturday, March 1, 2025, at her hone in Harlem
she was 92; and

WHEREAS, A fixture on the front lines of the civil rights novenent -
and eventually an el der stateswoman - Hazel N. Dukes was seen by
associates as courageous, inplacable and ardently Iloyal; she was
president of the national NAACP in the wearly 1990s and headed the
organi zation's New York State Conference from 1977 until her death; and

WHEREAS, Hazel N Dukes has been a fearless advocate for equal
educational opportunity and has participated in the devel opnent of sone
of the nation's nost inportant advancenents for early chil dhood
education; she was al so the founder and president of Hazel N Dukes &
Associ ates, a consulting firmthat focused on strategic planning; and

WHEREAS, In 1990, Hazel N Dukes was appointed president of the
city's Of-Track Betting Corporation (OIB), a coveted job she held until
1994; furthernore, at the age of 91, she was naned by the Mayor of New
York Cty to his Charter Revision Commission, a tenporary panel
appointed to recomrend changes in the structure of city government; and

WHEREAS, Hazel Nell Dukes was born on March 17, 1932, in Mntgonery,
Al abama, the only child of Edward and Alice Dukes; her father was a
Pul l man porter and wunion organizer, and her nother was a donestic
wor ker; one of the famly's neighbors was Rosa Parks, who would becone
known as the heroine of the 1955 Montgonery bus boycott; and

WHEREAS, After noving to New York with her famly in 1955, Hazel N
Dukes worked at Macy's and, while she lived in Roslyn, on Long Island,
for the federal Head Start program as well as the Nassau County
attorney's office, where she was a trail blazer as one of the first Bl ack
hires, and the county's Econom ¢ Qpportunity Comm ssion; and



WHEREAS, |In 1978, after studying business adm nistration at Nassau
County Community College, Hazel N. Dukes earned a bachelor's degree in
busi ness adm nistration from Adel phi University in Garden GCty, New

York; she did postgraduate work at Queens College of the City University
of New York and was the proud recipient of several honorary doctorates;
and

WHEREAS, As the first Black vice chairwoman of the Nassau County
Denocratic Conmittee, she was a pioneer in pressing for integrated
housing in the county and for |owering class sizes statew de; she was
| at er president of her own public policy consulting firmand served on
t he Denocratic National Committee from 1976 to 1982; and

WHEREAS, In 2023, the Town of North Henpstead, New York, renaned a
street for Hazel N. Dukes in Roslyn Heights, where she lived for decades
before noving to Manhattan in her later years; that sane year she was
presented wth the Spingarn Medal, the highest honor given by the NAACP
to recogni ze outstandi ng achi evenents by African Anericans; and

VWHEREAS, Hazel N. Dukes' legacy as a trailblazer in civil rights
activism and her wunwavering dedication to social justice has nmade a
prof ound i npact on both the African Anerican community and society as a
whol e; through her |eadership, advocacy, and tireless conmtnent to
enpowering others, she has left an indelible mark on the ~civil rights
novenent; and

WHEREAS, Arned with a humanistic spirit and i nbued with a sense of
conpassi on, Hazel N. Dukes | eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong endure
the passage of tine and will remain as a conforting nenory to all who
were privileged to have known and |oved such an amazi ng worman; her
I nsight and strength will forever serve as a beacon of love, |Ilight and
hope to the countless |ives she touched; she will be deeply m ssed and
truly nerits the grateful tribute of this Legislative Body; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of Hazel N Dukes, and to express its deepest
condol ences to her famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Hazel N. Dukes.



