Senate Resolution No. 976
BY: Senator WEBB

RECOGNI ZI NG Li sa Cortes for her val uabl e
contributions to the film television, nusic, and
entertai nnent industries

WHEREAS, It 1is the tradition of this Legislative Body to recognize
and acknow edge those distinguished citizens who, by neans of their
know edge, passion, and dedication, reach adnmrable | evels of success in
their careers, while sinultaneously strengthening the cultural fabric of
this great State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
recognize Lisa Cortes for her valuable contributions to the film
tel evision, nusic, and entertai nnent industries; and

WHEREAS, An al ummus of New York Film Acadeny, Lisa Cortes is a
Grammy-nom nated and Emmy Award-w nning director and producer renowned
for her bold and enpowering art that brings inportant stories often
hi dden out of view to the forefront of the nedia industry; and

WHEREAS, Oiginally hailing fromMIford, Connecticut, Lisa Cortes
grew up participating in piano recitals and children's t heat er
productions--both of which instilled a deeper |evel of confidence and
appreciation for storytelling which have been a val uabl e foundation for
her illustrious career; and

VWHEREAS, After graduating from M Iford Acadeny as val edictori an,
Lisa Cortes attended Yale University where she earned a Bachelor of
American Studies degree with a focus on Black literature; and

VWHEREAS, One of Lisa Cortes' great interests includes nusic; working
her first job at the recording |abel Def Jam during an era when hip-hop
music was growing fast in popularity allowed her to learn and prosper;
she went on to becone the vice president of A&R at Mercury Records; and

WHEREAS, A trailblazer at heart, during her tenure with A&R at
Mercury Records, a division of PolyGam Records, Lisa Cortes devel oped
new recording artists and | aunched her own nusic recording | abel known
as Loose Cannon Records; this nmonunental achievenent solidified her as
the first African American wonan with her own | abel with a major record
conpany; and

VWHEREAS, Following nmany rich life experiences and a rediscovered
|l ove of storytelling, Lisa Cortes becanme the founder and president of
Cortes Fil mwrks--a New York City based nultinmedia production conpany
comritted to telling conplex, powerful stories from new perspectives,
el evating the talent often overl ooked by the nminstream nedi a; and

VWHEREAS, Cortes Fil mworks, under the able and insightful |eadership
of Lisa Cortes, ainms to produce scripted and unscripted properties



spanni ng nmusic, social justice, crinme, and other notable topics; and

VWHEREAS, The portfolio of filns by Cortes Fil mwrks include: "Little
Ri chard: | am Everything"; "The Space Race"; "lnvisible Beauty"; "The
Melt Goes on Forever"; "All In: The Fight for Denocracy"; "The Apollo";
"The Rem x: Hip Hop X Fashion"; "The Wodsman"; and "Precious"; and

WHEREAS, Lisa Cortes' film productions have received over 80
i nternati onal awards and nonminations, and in 2023, the Black Film
Critics Crcle selected her for its Pioneer Award; and

WHEREAS, | n acknow edgenent of her admrable talent, Lisa Cortes has
been featured at world-renowned filmfestivals, including Sundance Film

Festival and Tribeca Film Festival; the masterful works she hel ped
direct and produce--"Little R chard: | Am Everything," "lInvisible
Beauty," and "The Space Race,"--were honored at Sundance with the forner

filmbeing chosen as the opening night selection in the U S. Docunentary
Conmpetition--a highly prestigious and conmendabl e acconpl i shnent; and

WHEREAS, Lisa Cortes co-produced "The W odsnman," starring Kevin
Bacon and Kyra Sedgw ck (2004); produced "Shadowboxer," starring Hel en
Mrren and Cuba Gooding Jr., (2005); and "Tennessee," starring Mariah
Carey (2008); in 2009, she executive-produced "Precious," which won two
Acadeny Awards, the Sundance Audi ence Award, and the Sundance G and Jury
Prize for Best Dramm; and

WHEREAS, Further, Lisa Cortes produced HBOs "The Apollo," a
docunentary that examnes African Anerican cultural and political
hi story through the lens of the |egendary Apollo Theater; the film
earned her the 2020 Prinetinme Enmmy Award for Qutstandi ng Docunentary or
Nonfiction Special; and

WHEREAS, Lisa Cortes' |atest project, a true crine series entitled
"Murder Has Two Faces," shines a social justice Iight on harrow ng,
| esser-known cases that were eclipsed in the nedia by nore notorious
murders; her work ains to bring about justice for victins and confront
bi ases that exist in these tragedies, especially with BIPOC wonen and
girls, while challenging the narrative around whose stories get told and
why; and

VWHEREAS, For her nuner ous and invaluable contributions to
filmmaking, television, arts, nusic, entertai nment, advocacy, and soci al
justice, Lisa Cortes was inducted into the Connecticut Wonen's Hall of

Fanme in 2023; and

VHEREAS, Lisa Cortes’ dedicated work in wuplifting diverse
identities, stories, and experiences through nmusic and fil mmaki ng hel ps
pronote understanding, inclusion, and justice; her art is a powerful
tool for storytelling, cultural expression, and social change, and
deserves the recognition and applause fromthis Legislative Body; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
recognize Lisa Cortes for her valuable contributions to the film
tel evision, nmusic, and entertai nnent industries; and be it further



RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Lisa Cortes.



