Senate Resolution No. 932
BY: Senator MAY

MOURNI NG  the deat h of Van B. Robi nson

di stinguished citizen, respected trailblazer and
Syracuse politician, and devoted nenber of his
comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose lifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Van B. Robinson of Syracuse, New York, died on Saturday,
May 3, 2025, at the age of 87; and

VWHEREAS, Van B. Robi nson distinguished hinself in his profession and
by his sincere dedication and substantial contribution to the welfare of
his conmunity; and

VWHEREAS, A resident of Syracuse for 57 years, Van B. Robinson Ilived
a passionate life of service to others, beginning his | egacy by hel ping
to revive the Syracuse NAACP, where he held the esteened roles of vice
president and president; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1999, Van B. Robi nson joined the Syracuse Conmon Counci
where he filled a vacant seat; he later successfully ran for election to
the sanme seat and was subsequently el ected president of the council for
four-year ternms each in 2009 and 2013, being the first Black politician
to hold the respected position; and

WHEREAS, Van B. Robinson also hel ped establish the New York State
Fair's Pan-African Village and was one of the first city politicians to
call for the renoval of Interstate 81 viaduct that inpacted Syracuse's
15th ward when it was built in the early 1960s; his |l egacy of inspired
vi sion and unwavering determ nation to foster a unified comunity in al
facets of his work will long endure, undoubtedly inspiring countless New
Yorkers for decades to cone; and

VWHEREAS, CQut of respect and reverence for Van B. Robinson's nyriad
acconpl i shnents and renowned | eadershi p, a room where | awrakers debated
and voted wupon thousands of resolutions and |aws was renaned in his
honor to the Van B. Robi nson Common Council Chanbers; and

WHEREAS, The recipient of nunerous awards and accolades, Van B.
Robi nson received a comendation from AIA (American Institute of
Architects) of Central New York, a Proclamation for Service - NYS
Conmptroller Thonas Di Napoli Deputy Chief, Herman Edge Award, Citizens
for a Crime Free Comunity Award, Post Standard Achievenent Award,
International Masons Citizens Award, NAACP Freedom Award, OVEGA PSI - PHI
Citizen of The Year Award, Benjam n Banneker Denocratic C ub Achi evenent
Award, Fort Drum Appreciation Awmard, NYS Council of Black Denocrats
Appreciation Anard, and is a 2021 InterFaith Leadership Award reci pient,



anong many ot her notable civic and community acknow edgenents; and

WHEREAS, 1In his earlier life, Van B. Robinson enjoyed playing golf,
readi ng, and traveling both donestically and internationally, visiting
t he Cari bbean, the Panama Canal region, South Pacific |Islands,
Australia, and New Zeal and; he was al so prideful of having the great
privilege of playing golf with former U S. President Bill Cinton; and

VWHEREAS, Van B. Robinson's comm tnment to excellence, and his spirit
of humanity, carried over into all fields of enterprise, including
charitabl e and civic endeavors; and

WHEREAS, Van B. Robinson is survived by his wife, Linda; children
Donetta and Van E.; grandchildren, Jackie, Jovan, and C aude; and great
grandson Jovan Jr.; and

WHEREAS, In grateful recognition of a Ilife devoted to public
service, this Legislative Body seeks to honor the enduring |legacy of a
man who Iled with integrity, served with unwavering |oyalty, and al ways
sought to bring people together; his steadfast conmtnment to wunity and
his deep respect for all those he represented earned himthe admration
of his peers and the |asting respect of his cormunity; Van B. Robinson
will be renmenbered not only for what he acconplished, but for the
honor abl e way in which he served; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Van B. Robinson |eaves behind a |legacy which will |ong
endure the passage of tine and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
he served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of Van B. Robinson, distinguished citizen, respected
trail blazer and Syracuse politician, and devoted nenber of hi s
community; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Van B. Robi nson.



