Senate Resolution No. 904
BY: Senat or ADDABBO

RECOGNI ZI NG the atrocities of the Thomas | ndi an
School and the inpact it had on I ndi genous
conmuni ti es

VWHEREAS, | ndi genous Nations have faced centuries of broken prom ses,
di spossession, and systemc efforts to eradicate Native cultures,
| anguages, and identities; and

WHEREAS, Throughout the 19th and 20th centuries, forced renoval,
coerced treaty-naking, and the operation of Indian Boarding Schools |ed
to the wi despread displacenent and cultural genocide of |ndigenous
peopl es, i ncl udi ng t he Onondowa' ga: ' (Seneca people) and the
Haudenosaunee (Six Nations); and

VWHEREAS, Indian Boarding Schools, including the Thonmas |ndian
School -fornerly known as the Thomas Asylum for O phaned and Destitute
Children-located on the Cattaraugus territory, ainmed to assimlate
Nati ve children by forcibly renmoving them from their famlies,
comunities, and traditional ways of life; and

WHEREAS, The Thomas I ndi an School, |ike many such institutions, was
not a haven for orphaned children but a site of sanctioned ethnic
cl eansing where children were stripped of their nanes, |anguages, and
cul tural practices and subj ect ed to physical, enotional, and

psychol ogi cal abuse; and

VWHEREAS, This ideology, and the atrocities it enabled, has Ileft a
| egacy of intergenerational trauma that continues to affect |ndigenous
famlies today, manifesting in cycles of substance abuse, chronic
i1l ness, violence, cultural dissociation, depression, survivor's guilt,
and unrem tting grief-synptons that extend beyond enotional scars and
i nfl uence genetic expression and overall health across generations; and

VWHEREAS, C osure, as commonly understood, is inadequate to describe
the conplex path forward for |Indigenous Peoples; for them true
resolution cannot nean forgetting or merely noving on but nust include
know edge, healing practices, spiritual cerenonies, and repatriation of
t hose who were lost, as part of a collective novenent to reclaimdignity
and ancestral |egacy; and

WHEREAS, In 2021, the Tk'emups te Secwepent Nation in Canada
announced the discovery of 215 unmarked graves at the fornmer Kaml oops
I ndi an Residential School, reigniting the pain and nenories for
survivors of Indian boardi ng schools throughout Turtle |Island-including
those connected to the Thomas | ndian School -and serving as a powerful
call to action; and

VWHEREAS, This nonment gal vani zed a novenent to return |Indian Boarding
School children home in a traditional fashion, wth the dignity,
ceremony, and |ove that had been denied them and the nmessage of that



novenent - E: shenohdendi' (Seneca: They are going hone)-has profound
spiritual significance for the Seneca Nation and all affected
communi ti es; and

WHEREAS, Meaningful and ongoing actions are possible to support
comunity-led healing, «cultural revitalization, truth-telling, and
justice; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
solemly recognize the historical atrocities commtted at the Thonas
I ndi an School and to acknow edge the enduring trauma inflicted upon the
Onondowa' ga: ', Haudenosaunee, and all I ndigenous peoples of this State,
reaffirmng its conmtnent to truth, reconciliation, and healing by
pronoti ng educati on, awareness, and accountability for this painful
| egacy; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the | eadership of the Seneca Nation of Indians, the
Haudenosaunee Confederacy, and appropriate state and federal officials
to affirm New York State's recognition of this grave historical
injustice and its dedication to justice, renmenbrance, and heali ng.



