Senate Resolution No. 831
BY: Senator COWRI E

HONORI NG Bi shop Calvin Rice and First Lady Wllie
Mae Rice for their steadfast and unremtting
commitnment to the mnistry after 46 years of devoted
service

WHEREAS, The character and richness of religious and conmunity life
in this noble Enpire State is nourished and fulfilled through the
faithful concern and selfless devotion of those who would conmit their
energi es and purpose to the mnistry of others; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to bring ful
recognition and just tribute to those individuals who distinguish
t henmsel ves and the ministry through their unremtting conmmtnent and
preemn nence of service; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Bi shop Calvin Rice and First Lady Wllie Mae Rice for their steadfast
and unremtting conmmtnent to the mnistry after 46 years of devoted

service; a Tea Party honoring the First Lady will be held on Saturday,
April 12, 2025, at New Jerusal em Wrship Center in Janaica, New York,
and a Pastoral Anniversary Banquet Celebration will be held on Sunday,

April 13, 2025, at Russo's on the Bay in Howard Beach, New York; and

WHEREAS, Pastor Calvin Rice has been the Senior Pastor of the New
Jerusal em Worship Center in Jamaica, New York, since January 2005; in
April 2018, he was elevated to the office of Bishop in the Berean
Fel | owshi p of Churches, headquartered in Colunbus, O©hio, where Bishop
Tinmothy J. Carke serves as the presiding prelate; and

WHEREAS, Before his tenure at New Jerusalem Bishop Calvin Rice |led
the First Central Baptist Church (FCBC) of Staten Island for 20 years,
growi ng the congregation fromjust 35 nenbers to over 2,000; and

WHEREAS, Bishop Calvin Rice also founded the First Central Housing
Devel opnent Corporation (FCHDC), which restored t wo residenti al
bui |l dings and transfornmed an abandoned supermarket into a 15,000 square
foot famly life comunity center; and

VWHEREAS, Additionally, he served as the Executive Director of Staten
I sl and Comrunities United, a nonprofit organization responsible for
distributing $2.5 mllion in funding to five conmunities on Staten
I sl and through a New York State Fam |y Preservation grant; and

WHEREAS, Since his arrival in Jamaica, Bishop Rice has successfully
overseen a large construction project at New Jerusal em Wrship Center
t hi s expansi on doubl ed the size of the church, while also increasing
menber shi p and attendance by 40 percent; and

WHEREAS, In addition to his work at the church, Bishop Calvin Rice



founded and currently serves as the CEO of the Rochdale Early Advantage
Charter School, a Pre-Kto Gade 8 publicly funded institution housed
Wi thin the New Jerusal em Wrship Center conpl ex; and

VWHEREAS, The school, which opened in 2010 with just 35 students, now
enrolls 486 scholars, enploys 80 staff nenbers, and operates with an
annual budget of $10 million; in 2018, Rochdale was recognized as a
"Rewards School,"” a distinction given to only 155 schools statewide; to
accomodat e the school's rapid growh and a waiting list of over 600
applicants, Bishop Rice directed a vast expansion project; and

WHEREAS, Bishop Calvin Rice is currently a nmenber of the Mayor's
Clergy Advisory Teamas well as the Queens District Attorney's Cergy
Advi sory Board; he is also a founding nenber and part of the |eadership
team of Queens Power, a conmunity organi zati on which unites residents to
advocate for justice; and

WHEREAS, Bishop Calvin Rice's contributions to community and
econonmi ¢ devel opnment have earned him recognition fromthe New York
Associ ation of Black and Puerto Rican Legislators; in 2013, he was
awarded the Vernon M Dougherty Distinction in Mnistry Award by The
New Theol ogi cal Sem nary, the institution's highest honor; additionally,
he has received nunerous proclamations from New York's Governors, NYC
Mayors, US Senators, and City Council nenbers; and

WHEREAS, Throughout his career, Bishop Calvin Rice has held over
ei ght board positions, chairing four, and has been featured in nore than
30 newspaper and magazi ne articles; he has received over 75 awards and

honors, including the prestigious "Living the Dream Award" from ABC,
furthernore, in 1994, he was inducted into the Staten Island College
Hall of Fame and becane the first living African Anerican to have a

street in Staten Island naned in his honor; and

WHEREAS, Bishop Calvin Rice has preached across the United States,
Canada, the Mddle East, and South Africa; he has |icensed, ordained,
and nentored over 50 sons and daughters in mnistry, including 15 who
currently serve as senior pastors; he is also a New York State certified
chaplain and served for 22 years as the Protestant Chaplain at the South
Beach Psychiatric Center in Staten |Island; and

WHEREAS, Bishop Calvin Rice and First Lady WIllie Mae Rogers are the
proud parents of three children and the |oving grandparents of five
grandchi | dren; and

VWHEREAS, Bi shop Calvin Rice and First Lady WIllie Me R ce have
brought to their mnistry an overwhelmng spirit of charity and
conpassion, acting fromvision and enlightennment in conducting their
adm ni strative and spiritual duties, while always displaying the highest
standards of personal and professional integrity and dedication; and

VWHEREAS, This distinguished man and worman of God have al ways given
enl i ghtenment, guidance and wi sdomto the many entrusted to their care
and have adm nistered abundantly and unstintingly to the spiritual and
corporal needs of all; and



WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when a person
of such noble ains and acconplishnments is brought to our attention it is
appropriate to publicly and jubilantly proclaim and comend that
i ndividual for the edification of others; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Bishop Calvin Rice and First Lady WIllie Me Rce for their
steadfast and wunremtting comritnent to the mnistry after 46 years of
devoted service; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Bishop Calvin Rice and First Lady Wllie Me R ce, New
Jerusal em Wor shi p Center



