Senate Resolution No. 821
BY: Senator G ANARI S

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 4, 2025, as Star Wars Day in the State of New
Yor k

VWHEREAS, Star Wars, created by GCeorge Lucas, is a cultura
phenomenon with mllions of fans worl dw de; and

VWHEREAS, "May The Force Be Wth You" is an iconic phrase from the
Star Wars franchi ses; and

VWHEREAS, According to StarWars.com the earliest uses of the phrase
"May the Fourth Be Wth You" as a reference To "May The Force Be Wth
You" can be traced back to 1978, one year after the rel ease of Star
Wars: A New Hope; and

WHEREAS, By 1978, Star Wars was firnmly established wthin Anmerican
popular culture and "May the Fourth Be Wth You" becane "like a
handshake,"” as Professor Leo Braudy would later conmment in t he
docunentary, Enpire of Dreans; and

WHEREAS, The earliest known use of the phrase "May the Fourth Be
Wth You" occurred on May 4, 1979, when Britain's new prine mnister,
Margaret Thatcher assunmed office and a full-page newspaper ad in The
London Eveni ng News declared: "May the Fourth Be Wth You, Maggie.
Congratulations!"; coincidentally, Star Wars: The Enpire Strikes Back
was in production at nearby Elstree Studios at the same tinme, and issues
of the Evening News coul d have appeared in Lucasfilns offices; and

VWHEREAS, Anot her | esser-known instance cane fromw thin Lucasfilmin
1982; Randy Thom who today is the director of sound design at Skywal ker
Sound and has been with the conpany for over 40 years, worked as a
| ocation sound recordist on Revenge of the Jedi - its title was |later
changed to Return of the Jedi and at the tinme of production it was known
under the codenane Bl ue Harvest; and

WHEREAS, M. Thom joined the production unit in northern California
as they shot in the Redwood National and State Parks, which doubled for
the forest nmoon of Endor; on May 4, 1982, Thomrecalled thinking of the
pun on his own when contenplating the date; he shared it with others on
the set, and would continue to wite an annual nmessage to the conpany
declaring "May the Fourth Be Wth You" for years to cone; and

WHEREAS, As a result of grassroots fans expanding upon these
observations year after year, the fourth day of May has universally cone
to be known as Star Wars Day; and

VWHEREAS, Star Wars Day observances have grown nore frequent and
prom nent, including the viewng of Star Wars aboard the International
Space Station on May 4, 2015, by astronauts Scott Kelly - twin brother
of fellow astronaut and United States Senator Mark Kelly - and M khai



Kor ni enko; and

VWHEREAS, New York is hone to sone of |argest events and cel ebrations
of science fiction and fantasy such as New York Comic Con, held every
Oct ober in New York City; and

WHEREAS, Nunerous Star Wars-rel ated appearances and announcenents
occur annually at New York's Com c Con cel ebration; and

WHEREAS, Star Wars fans around the world have cone to cel ebrate My
4th as Star Wars Day wth parties, get-togethers and other speci al
events and declarations of "May the Fourth Be Wth You"; now, therefore,
be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMy 4, 2025, as Star Wars
Day in the State of New York, recognizing the profound positive inpact
of Star Wars on New Yorkers and people around the worl d.



