Senate Resolution No. 622
BY: Senat or ADDABBO

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
April 2025, as Sikh Awareness Month in the State of
New Yor k

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official nmonths that are set aside to increase awareness of the diverse
cultures that make up the communities throughout the State of New York;
and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim April 2025, as Sikh

Awar eness Month in the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Sikhs have been living in the United States for nore than
100 years, and during the wearly 20th Century, thousands of Sikh
Anericans worked on farns, in lunber mlls and m nes, and on the O egon,
Pacific & Eastern Railroad; and

WHEREAS, Sikhism is the fifth largest religionin the wrld and
today, there are nore than 30 mllion Sikhs worldw de and an estinmated
500, 000 Si kh Anericans; and

VWHEREAS, Vai sakhi is one of the nost historically significant days
of the year for Sikhs and is celebrated on April 14, 2025; and

VWHEREAS, 2025 is the 556th birthday of the first of 10 gurus and
founder of Sikhism Guru Nanak; this day is celebrated for Sikhs in New
York State and worl dw de as Guru Nanak's Gurpurab and is one of the nost
i mportant dates in the Sikh cal endar; and

VWHEREAS, Si kh Anericans pursue diverse professions, and make rich
contributions to the social, cultural, and econom c vibrancy of the
United States, including service as nenbers of the United States Arned
Forces and significant contributions to our great nation in agriculture,
i nformati on technol ogy, snmall businesses, the hotel industry, trucking,
medi ci ne, and technol ogy; and

VWHEREAS, Sikh Anericans distinguished thenselves by fostering
respect anong all people through faith and service; and

WHEREAS, The State of New York is conmtted to educating citizens
about the world's religions, the value of religious diversity, tolerance
grounded in First Anmendnent pri nci pl es, a culture of nmut ual
under st andi ng, and the dimnution of violence;, and

WHEREAS, Today, the State of New York seeks to further the diversity
of its comunity and afford all residents the opportunity to better
under st and, recognize, and appreciate the rich history and shared
experiences of Sikh Americans; now, therefore, be it



RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim April 2025, as Sikh
Awar eness Month in the State of New York; an be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New

Yor k.



