Senate Resolution No. 618
BY: Senat or MAYER

HONORI NG Adam Sybil, Erika, and Jacqueline Strum
of Wne Enthusiast Conpanies upon the occasion of
their designation for special recognition by UJA
Westchester at its Busi ness and Pr of essi onal
Di vi si on Annual Spring Di nner

WHEREAS, From tinme to tine this Legislative Body takes note of
certain extraordinary individuals and organizations it w shes to
recogni ze for their valued contributions to the success and progress of
soci ety and publicly acknow edge their endeavors which have enhanced the
basi ¢ humanity anong us all; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Adam Sybil
Eri ka, and Jacqueline Strum of Wne Enthusiast Conpanies upon the
occasion of their designation for special recognition by UJA Wstchester
at its Business and Professional Division Annual Spring Dinner, to be
celebrated at Brae Burn Country C ub on Tuesday, April 29, 2025; and

WHEREAS, UJA Westchester operates as part of the UJA-Federation of
New York, which is dedicated to caring for Jews everywhere and New
Yorkers of all backgrounds, responding to crises both locally and
globally, and shaping the Jewish future; in Wstchester County, UJA
supports a network of nonprofits that play significant roles in the
Jew sh community and the broader social service |andscape; and

VWHEREAS, By f undi ng and col laborating wth such nonprofit
organi zati ons, UJA Westchester works to strengthen Jewish |ife, provide
essential services to those in need, and foster a vibrant, inclusive
comunity within Westchester County; and

VWHEREAS, Adam Strum together with his wfe, Sybil, denonstrated
remar kabl e innovation and entrepreneurial spirit by founding Wne
Ent husi ast Conpanies in 1979, inspired by the sinple yet inpactful idea
of marketing a corkscrew through direct mil, which led to the
successful launch of the Wne Enthusiast mail-order catal og; and

VWHEREAS, Adam and Sybil Strum s dedication to the wine industry and
conmmi t nent to excellence led to the establishment of +the "Wne
Ent husi ast” nmgazine in 1988, which has since evolved into an
award-wi nning print publication and conprehensive online resource,
provi ding essential information, insightful wne news, energing food
trends, and over 25,000 expert ratings and reviews annually; and

VWHEREAS, Sybil Strum a trailblazing entrepreneur and dedi cated
phi | ant hropi st, has served as Chief Brand O ficer since co-founding Wne
Ent husi ast Conpani es, guiding the conpany's vision while also |eading
its charitable arm the Wne Enthusiast Foundation, which supports vital
causes including health, the environnent, gender equality, the arts, and
crisis relief for the wine and food industries; and



VWHEREAS, Sybi | Strum s unwaveri ng conmmi t ment to conmmunity
enpower ment and | eadership is denonstrated through her 1ong-standing
menbership of over 15 years in the Commttee of 200, her invol venent

wi th The Whnen's Forum of New York, and her role as a founding nmenber of
the Jacob Burns Film Center, where she advocates for underserved
children to explore the power of visual storytelling through educati onal
classes and community sponsorships, reflecting her passion for both
soci al inpact and artistic expression; and

VWHEREAS, Erika Strum Sil berstein, a dynamc and innovative | eader
serves as president of the Conmmerce division at Wne Enthusiast
Conmpanies, a Certified B Corporation founded by her parents in 1979,
where she has dedicated 16 years to driving revenue growth and fostering
positive change through a custoner-centric approach rooted in enpathy
and data-driven strategies, including expertise in Search Engi ne
Optim zation, email marketing, user experience, and social nedia; and

WHEREAS, Further, Erika Strum Silberstein exenplifies a comm tnent
to coomunity and social responsibility by volunteering through UJA
wonen-i n-busi ness functions and food drives, and supporting inpactful
l ocal initiatives al ongside the Wne Enthusiast team such as Feeding
Westchester and the SPCA of Wstchester; wth her passion for both
prof essi onal and personal growth, this commtted honoree holds a Master
of Business Admi nistration degree from New York University Stern, a WSET
Level 3 wne certification, and maintains a strong connection to her
faith by keeping a kosher hone while raising her children, who attend
SAR Acadeny in Riverdale; and

WHEREAS, Jacqueline Strum a visionary |eader and acconplished
entrepreneur, serves as president of the Mdia division at Wne
Ent husi ast Conpani es, where she has nmade significant contributions by
managi ng corporate public relations strategy and revitalizing consumner
and industry events, including the premer Wne Star Awards gala, an
annual event that selects a charity partner to receive a portion of net
proceeds, denonstrating her conmtnent to philanthropy and community
i npact; and

VWHEREAS, Jacqueline Strum s dedication to innovation and growth 1is
evidenced by her experience outside the famly business, where she
gai ned valuable expertise in publishing and digital nedia before
returning to found ThirstyNest, the first registry of wne and spirits
tailored for the nodern couple, and subsequently taking on the role of
associ ate publisher of Wne Enthusiast Mdia, where she spearheaded
digital product devel opnent, nulti-channel nedia initiatives, and the
| abel sales division while fostering a dynamc and inclusive team
culture; and

WHEREAS, This famly of dedicated individuals who hold the shared
values of comunity service, philanthropy, and excellence in business
and career endeavors, has justly earned the recognition of this great
State and UJA Westchester, neriting endl ess wi shes of success for al
their future endeavors; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when



organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnments are brought to our
attention, they should be recogni zed and appl auded by all the <citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Adam Sybil, FErika, and Jacqueline Strum of Wne Enthusiast
Conpani es upon the occasion of their designation for special recognition

by UJA Westchester at its Business and Professional D vision Annual
Spring Dinner; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Adam Sybil, Erika, and Jacqueline Strum



