Senat e Resolution No. 523
BY: Senat or FERNANDEZ

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 12-18, 2025, as Prevention Wek in the State of
New Yor k

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official weeks that are set aside to increase awareness of serious
i ssues that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the intent of this Legislative Body to nenorialize
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMy 12-18, 2025, as Prevention Wek in
the State of New York, in conjunction with the observance of Nationa
Preventi on Wek; and

VWHEREAS, Recognition of this annual designation hel ps to encourage
comunities to rai se awareness about substance use and m suse and nent al
heal t h concerns, foster part ner shi ps and col | abor ati ons wth
organi zati ons dedicated to preventing substance abuse and nental health
I ssues, and pronote and di ssem nate prevention resources; and

WHEREAS, National Prevention Week is a public education platform
showcasi ng the work of communities and organi zati ons across the country
that are preventing substance use and m suse while pronoting positive
mental heal th; and

VHEREAS, The Substance  Abuse and Ment al Heal th Services
Adm ni stration (SAMHSA) created a new, ongoing virtual series to
showcase, elevate, and celebrate the inportant prevention ideas, events,
news, and activities that inpact communities across the country;
t hroughout the year, the series will focus on spotlighting prevention
organi zations and cultivating social innovation to address the needs of
comunities and the young people who reside within them and

WHEREAS, Schools and |ocal communities are encouraged to take part
in prevention-thened events prior to the end of the school year to help
rai se awar eness about the potential harnms of substance use and abuse
anong students and individuals of all ages; and

VWHEREAS, Opioids, such as heroin, prescription painkillers, and
illicitly manufactured fentanyl, have becone an ever-growi ng concern in
New York State; fentanyl is now the nobst comon drug involved in
overdose deat hs; in 2020, 1, 580 New  Yorkers di ed from a
fentanyl -i nvol ved overdose; and

WHEREAS, Fentanyl increasingly can be found across the United States
and is often added to other substances or replaces other substances
entirely, conmonly wi thout the knowl edge of the end-user; due to its
severe potency, just three mlligrans of fentanyl can prove fatal,
providing a new conplexity to the already nultifaceted opioid epidenc;
and



VWHEREAS, The nunber of people who died froma drug overdose in 2021
was over six tinmes the nunber in 1999; the nunber of drug overdose
deaths increased nore than 16% from 2020 to 2021, with over 75% of the

nearly 107,000 total drug overdose deaths in 2021 involving an opioid;
and

WHEREAS, Harm reduction strategies are essential in keeping people
alive and decreasing potential harns for people who are wusing opioids;
syringe services prograns, overdose prevention and intervention,
i ncl udi ng nal oxone and fentanyl test strip distribution, and nedication
for opioid use disorder (MOUD) help address the i medi ate health and
safety needs of people who use opioids; and

WHEREAS, One of the primary goals of the SAVHSA is fostering
partnerships and collaborations wth federal agencies and national
organi zati ons dedicated to inproving public health; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, the New York State Ofice of Al coholism and
Subst ance Abuse Services offers inportant information, tips, and
resources to help parents, schools, and nenbers of the comunity keep
young people safe from alcohol, drugs, and probl em ganbling through
initiatives such as its Tal k2Prevent, Conbat Heroin, and Prescription
Drug Abuse canpai gns and websites; and

VWHEREAS, Through this observance, this Legislative Body also
recogni zes substance abuse prevention providers throughout New York
State and their inportant work in reducing the risks associated with
such abuse, as well as their dedication to prevention efforts along
t hese |ines; and

WHEREAS, All New Yorkers are encouraged to join in supporting the
goal to keep all citizens of this noble State and Nation healthy, safe,
and informed; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pauses in its deliberations to
menoriali ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim My 12-18, 2025, as
Prevention Week in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; and the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Adm nistration.



