Senate Resolution No. 470
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COVMEMORATI NG the 150th Anniversary of the New
York State School for the Deaf

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
pay tribute to those organizations of high purpose and worthy
acconpl i shnent whose endeavors have faithfully served the welfare of the
citizens of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 150th Anniversary of the New York State School for the
Deaf to be cel ebrated on Thursday, March 20, 2025; and

VWHEREAS, In the sunmer of 1874, Al phonso Johnson, a graduate of the
New York Institution for the Deaf, as well as a teacher there, settled
in Rone, New York, with the intention of establishing a school for the
deaf; he was assisted by Dr. Thomas (Gal | audet who becane a trustee of
the school; the school was naned the Central New York Institution for
Deaf - Mutes; and

VWHEREAS, On March 22, 1875, a rented house, which was wused as the
original location for the school, opened for the instruction of four
students; Al phonso Johnson was both the principal and teacher; and

WHEREAS, The first academc year of the school comenced on
Septenber 1, 1875; exactly one vyear later, Edward Beverly Nel son, a
graduate of Harvard University and fornmer teacher at the New York
Institution, assuned principal ship of the school; and

VWHEREAS, By 1878, enroll nent had reached approxi mately 100 students,
necessitating the need for additional buildings; in 1879, the boys
bui | ding was conpleted, and the girls' building was conpleted two vyears
| ater; and

WHEREAS, In 1887, the New York State Legislature granted the
I nstitution $40, 000 which was utilized for the construction of the main
building of the canpus, a hospital, a boiler house, and a principal's
residence; the main building (later named Gall audet Hall) was occupied
on January 7, 1890; and

VWHEREAS, The new nane for the school, the Central New York School
for the Deaf, was adopted in 1931; on July 1, 1963, by an act of the New
York State Legislature, the school becane a state facility wth powers
transferred from a corporation to the jurisdiction of the State
Educati on Departnent and the Board of Regents; the nane of the school
was changed to the New York State School for the Deaf; and

WHEREAS, A new school canpus was planned in the Fall of 1965; a
generous appropriation of funding fromthe New York State Legislature
brought construction to fruition; by Septenber of 1967, the pre-primary



bui |l di ng was occupied, and two years later, the dormtory-infirmary
conpl ex was conpl et ed,; the adm nistration-education conplex was

conpleted in Septenber of 1971, a significant contrast to the hunble
beginning in a rented house; and

VWHEREAS, The success of the New York State School for the Deaf is in
direct correlation to the efforts of its nmenbers, whose invol venent is,
and al ways has been, characterized by an inpressive commitnent, an
unbridled enthusiasm and an unconpron sing standard of excellence in
all endeavors; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when
i ndi vi dual s and organi zati ons of such noble ains and acconplishnments are
brought to our attention, they should be cel ebrated and recogni zed by
all the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 150th Anniversary of the New York State School for the
Deaf; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the New York State School for the Deaf.



