Senate Resolution No. 374
BY: Senator GALLI VAN

HONORI NG Ron W&l kowi ak upon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of the Citizen of the Year
Award by the d arence Chanber of Comrerce on March
20, 2025

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those distinguished citizens who would devote their work and
purpose to comrunity service, contributing to the welfare of the
citizens of their communities and this great Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Ron Wil kowi ak upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of the
Citizen of the Year Award by the C arence Chanber of Commerce, to be
celebrated at its 52nd Annual Awards Gala at Sanuel's G ande Manor in
WIlliansville, New York, on Thursday, March 20, 2025; and

WHEREAS, Ron Wl kowi ak is receiving this prestigious award for his
steadfast and unremtting commtnent to his beloved comunity of
Cl arence, New York; and

WHEREAS,  Ron Wal kowiak was born in Buffalo, New York; after
graduating from Kensi ngton H gh School, he enrolled at the New York
State Ranger School in Wanakena; however, upon graduation, he did not
pursue a career in that field; instead, he enlisted in the United States
Arny and was sent to serve in Germany; and

VWHEREAS, Upon his return honme, Ron Wal kowi ak net the Cty Forester
of Buffalo who asked him to join the Forestry Departnent, marking
diseased elm trees for renoval and supervising the street tree
repl acenent progran and

VWHEREAS, After getting married, Ron Wal kow ak and his w fe purchased
a honme outside Buffalo which disqualified himfor a pronotion in the
Forestry Departnent; instead, the contractor who was planting the trees
for Buffalo offered him a job as Sal es Manager for his new whol esal e
nursery; and

VWHEREAS, At that tinme, Ron Wil kowak was the father of four
children; his acceptance of the position of Sales Manager led to a
24-year career during which he earned the position of President of the
Western New York State Nurserynmen Association and was honored as Man of
t he Year; and

VWHEREAS, Venturing out on his own, Ron Wal kowi ak founded a whol esal e
nursery brokerage firmand relocated to O arence, New York, working from
his home office for 33 years until his retirenent in 2020; and

VWHEREAS, Active in his community, Ron WAl kowi ak has served on the
Cl arence Hol |l ow Board and worked at the | ocal Farners Market; currently,



he S a menber of the Arboretum Advisory Conmttee, C arence
Conservation Advisory Council, and Landscape & Tree Review Committee;

t hrough t hese avenues, he has net the people whom he credits w th making
the Town of C arence the wonderful place it is; and

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body that those who
enhance the well-being and vitality of their conmmunities and have shown
a long and sustained commtnment to excellence certainly have earned the
recogni tion and appl ause of all the citizens of this great Enpire State;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Ron WAl kowi ak upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of
the Citizen of the Year Anard by the C arence Chanber of Conmerce; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Ron Wal kow ak.



