Senate Resolution No. 335
BY: Senat or RHOADS

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
February 3, 2025, as Four Chaplains Day in the State
of New Yor k

WHEREAS, February 3, 2025, is the 82nd Anniversary of the sinking of
the United States Arny transport Dorchester, an event that resulted in
the loss of nearly 700 lives in 1943 and for which w tnesses have
recounted in the Congressional Record the heroismof Four Chaplains of
different faiths, Lieutenant George L. Fox, Methodist; Lieutenant
Al exander D. Goode, Jew sh; Lieutenant John P. Washington, Catholic;
and Lieutenant Clark V. Poling, Dutch Reforned; and

VWHEREAS, One of the four heroes, Lieutenant Al exander D. Goode was
born in Brooklyn, New York, on My 10, 1911; his father, Hyman
Goodekowi t z, was a prom nent Brooklyn rabbi; and

VWHEREAS, Each of the Four Chapl ains was awarded the Purple Heart and
the D stinguished Service Cross posthunously; the citation of each
r eads: "For extraordinary heroism in connection wth mlitary
operations against an eneny of the United States. On the night of the
3rd of February, 1943, a | oaded troop transport was torpedoed, w thout
warning, by an eneny submarine in the North Atlantic and began to sink
rapidly. In the resulting confusion and darkness sonme nen found
thenselves wthout |ife jackets and ot hers becane hel pl ess through fear
and the dread of plunging into the freezing water. These Four Chapl ai ns
heroically and calmy noved about the deck, encouraging the nen and
assisting themto abandon ship; after the available supply of life
j ackets was exhausted, they gave up their own; they renai ned aboard ship
and went down wth it, offering words of encouragenent and prayers to
the last"; and

VWHEREAS, On the corner of Broad and Berks Streets in Philadel phia,
in the heart of Tenple University, is the Chapel of the Four Chapl ains;
it is anmenorial to the Four Chaplains who went down on the S S

Dorchester during Wrld War Il; it is aninterfaith shrine; init are
three renenbrances, one for each faith -- Catholic, Jew sh and
Protestant; at the entrance burns an eternal |light which calls all to
the unity these Four Chaplains so heroically denonstrated; chiseled deep
into the stone is this dedication: "Chapel of Four Chaplains, An

Interfaith shrine, Here 1is Sanctuary for Brotherhood, Let it never be
vi ol ated"; and

VWHEREAS, On July 14, 1960, the United States Congress awarded a
special nedal for valor, given in nenory of the Four Chapl ains, never to
be repeated; a nenorial tribute to the Four Chaplains in the formof a
commenor ati ve coi n-nedal was presented to the Chapel by the Nationa
Conmenor ati ve Soci ety; numerous stained glass w ndows, paintings,
bui | di ngs and statues have been dedicated to the Four Chapl ains; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that these Four



Chapl ai ns, who renoved their owmn life jackets and gave themto others to
save their lives and who were | ast seen armin-armin prayer on the hul

of the ship, denonstrated a uni que ecunenical spirit and Iove for their
fell ow man and shoul d never be forgotten; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimFebruary 3, 2025, as Four
Chaplains Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; and to the American Legi on Departnent of New YorKk.



