Senate Resolution No. 24
BY: Senat or H NCHEY

COMVENDI NG  Radi onan 3rd Cdass Frank WIIliam
Degenhar dt post hunmously upon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the
hi ghest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis esteenmed Body; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to commend Radi oman
Third O ass Frank WIIliam Degenhardt posthunously upon the occasion of
his designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor
best owed upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited speci al
commendati on for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behalf of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, This honor wll| be awarded to Radi onman Third d ass Frank
W1 |iam Degenhardt by the Colunbia County Honor a Veteran Commttee at
the Col unbia County O fice Building in Hudson, New York, on Monday, June
10, 2024; and

VWHEREAS, Frank WIIliam Degenhardt, was born to Frank and Mary
(O Brian) Degenhardt in Munt Vernon, New York, on February 1, 1925; he
attended Mnnie S. G aham El enentary School and A B. Davis H gh School
where he graduated in 1942; and

VWHEREAS, On February 18, 1943, Frank WIIliam Degenhardt enlisted in
the United States Navy in New York GCty; he completed his initial
training at the Recruit Station Training Center in Newport, Rhode
Island, and received additional training in radio conmunications in
Bost on, Massachusetts, and Norton Hei ghts, Connecticut; and

WHEREAS, Radi oman Third O ass (RMB) Frank W Degenhardt, a nenber of
Unit 470 of the 7th Fleet, was conmi ssioned to conmbat in the Pacific
Theater of Operations during Wrld War 1l; he saw action in the
Admralty Islands Canpaign and the liberation of the Philippines; and

WHEREAS, For his service to this Nation, RM3 Frank W Degenhardt
earned several awards, including the American Theatre Medal, Asiatic
Paci fic Canpaign Medal with one star, European Theatre Medal, Good
Conduct Medal, World War Il Victory Medal, Navy Cccupation Service Mdal
with Asia clasp, Philippine Liberation Medal with two stars, Honorabl e
Di scharge Pin, and Honorabl e Service Lapel Pin; and

VWHEREAS, On August 8, 1953, RMB Frank W Degenhardt nmarried Jessie



Shute in Pelham New York, and the couple raised four children in
Larchnont; and

VWHEREAS, Frank W/ Iiam Degenhardt worked as Radio Technician and
Technical Director for ABC Television in New York City; his outstanding
wor k earned hi mrecognition as an Emry-w nning Technical D rector; and

VWHEREAS, Al though a resident of Larchnont, Frank WIIiam Degenhar dt
remai ned active with the Mount Vernon Fire Conpany in the neighboring
City of Mouunt Vernon where he spent his chil dhood; and

WHEREAS, Upon his retirenent in 1989, Frank WIIiam Degenhardt and
his wife, Jessie, noved to the fam |y honestead in Gallatin, New York;
for four years, he served as Gallatin Town Judge; additionally, he was a
Menber and Chapl ain of the Red Hook- Rhi nebeck El ks Lodge; and

WHEREAS, At his honme in Gallatin, Frank WIIliam Degenhardt died on
Novenber 1, 2019, at the age of 94; and

WHEREAS, Frank W/ 1iam Degenhardt is survived by his lovely wfe,
Jessie; sons, WIlliam George, and Dw ght; daughter, Roberta; three
grandchil dren; and one great-grandchild; and

WHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
wi th which these nen and wonen served their country and nust recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that to those who gave their lives for
their beloved Nation and to those who continue to be mssing in action;
and

VWHEREAS, Having exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
Frank WIIliam Degenhardt denonstrated his love for his country and
nerits forevernore the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, CQur Nation's veterans deserve to be recognized, comended,
and t hanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their communities, their State, and their
Nati on; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Radi oman Third O ass Frank W/ |iam Degenhardt posthunously upon
t he occasion of his designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the
hi ghest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New York State Senate;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Radioman Third Cdass Frank WIIliam
Degenhar dt .



