Senate Resolution No. 2368
BY: Senat or WALCZYK

COMVENDI NG Kristen Cunmns upon the occasion of
her designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the
hi ghest honor bestowed upon an individual by the New
York State Senate

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
coormend the <caring concern and heroic acts of individuals who take
pronpt and appropriate action in energency situations, nobly risking
their owmn lives in an effort to preserve the Iife of another; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
cormend Kristen Cummins upon the occasion of her designation as
recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and

VWHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by
Resolution and is awarded to individuals who have nerited special
commendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on behal f of
their fellow New Yorkers; and

VWHEREAS, On June 6, 2026, at Lake Durant near Blue Muntain Lake,
New York, Kristen Cunm ns was editing photos when she received a phone
call; she rarely answers the phone after hours, but for sone reason, she
answered and on the other end was Matthew Veshia, who told her his boat
had capsi zed and that he was stranded in the water; and

WHEREAS, Matthew Veshia, who also had a fishing |ure enbedded under
his arm making it inpossible for him to swm found hinself in
increasingly worse conditions as a heavy stormwth strong wi nds was
bui | di ng around him and

WHEREAS, Kristen Cunmins immediately grabbed two life jackets, a
boat, and additional flotation devices before heading out onto the | ake
where she focused on finding Matthew and getting himto safety; and

WHEREAS, After struggling to paddle against the powerful w nd,
Kristen Cunmins finally reached Matthew and instructed himto hold onto
her boat; she then paddl ed both Matthew and his capsized boat to a
peninsula where they stopped for a few nonents to catch their breath;
and

WHEREAS, Knowi ng that they needed to reach dry land as soon as
possi ble, Matthew helped Kristen Cumm ns get her boat back into the
wat er before clinbing onto the peninsula where he then trekked through
the dense woods, while Kristen paddl ed back to the beach safely, where
they reunited; and

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Blue Mountain Fire Departnment and |ndian
Lake Fire Departnent arrived and treated Matthew for the fishing lure



that had been enbedded in his |left underarmas well as for hypotherm ga;
and

VWHEREAS, In her spontaneous and heroic actions, Kristen Cumm ns
denonstrated her character and conpassion for the welfare of others,
exenplifying t he best qualities inherent in our citizens; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Kristen Cummins upon the occasion of her designation as
recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an
i ndi vidual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Kristen Cumm ns.



