Senate Resolution No. 226
BY: Senat or HARCKHAM

MOURNI NGt he deat h of WIIlis H  Stephens,
di stinguished citizen, proud veteran, and devoted
New York State Assenbl yrman

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose lifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their communities and this
great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, WIllis H Stephens of Brewster, New York, died on Cctober
17, 2024, at the age of 99; and

VWHEREAS, W Ilis H Stephens distinguished hinself in his profession
and by his sincere dedication and substantial contribution to the
wel fare of his comunity; and

WHEREAS, A graduate of Brewster Schools and of The Lawenceville
School, a college preparatory school, WIlis H Stephens enrolled at
Princeton University as a nenber of the Cass of 1947, but deferred the
start of his college education to enlist in the United States Arny Air
Corps where he served as a flight instructor and, before discharge,
attained the rank of 2nd Lieutenant; and

WHEREAS, At the end of World War 11, WIlis H Stephens returned to
Princeton and was conferred a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 1950, nmmjoring
i n Econom cs; and

VWHEREAS, After <college, WIIlis H Stephens joined Maust Coal and
Coke Corporation, brokers of industrial fuels; in 1959, he fornmed The W
H.  Stephens Corporation and continued in the business of selling coal
and oil to mmjor industries and utilities in the northeastern United
States for the next thirty years; and

VWHEREAS, On Novenber 24, 1951, WIlis H  Stephens married Daphne
Dunbar in Marbl ehead, Massachusetts, and | ater established their hone in
Brewster, New York, where they raised their four beloved sons; and

WHEREAS, In 1952, following in his father's footsteps, WIllis H
St ephens was el ected to the New York State Assenbly representing Putnam
County and parts of Dutchess and Wstchester Counties; he served
honorably in the State Legislature for thirty years, retiring in 1982;
and

WHEREAS, During his tenure, WIlis H Stephens served on numerous
| egi sl ative commttees and, at the pinnacle of his career in politics,
was naned Chairman of the powerful Assenbly Ways & Means Conmittee and,
| ater, as Ranki ng Menber of that commttee; and

WHEREAS, Known for his ability to wor k cooperatively wth
| egislators on "both sides of +the aisle,™ WIlis H Stephens proved



hinself to be a valuable nenber of the State Legislature, helping
navi gate New York State through often trying fiscal and turbul ent social
times; and

VWHEREAS, During his professional career, WIllis H Stephens served
as a nenber of nunerous corporate boards, including National Bank of
North America and, after its merger with National Wstm nster Bank PLC,
a British banking congl onerate, NatWst USA, Geenwich Savings Bank,
Conti nental Copper and Steel Corporation, Gty Title Insurance Conpany,
and Putnam Hospital Center; he also served as a Trustee of
Trinity-Pawl i ng School in Pawing, New York; and

VWHEREAS, During his lifetine, WIIlis H Stephens was a nenber of
many busi ness, civic, and philanthropic organizations, including the New
York Coal Trades Association, the Town of Sout heast | ndustri al
Devel opnent Agency, and Anmerican Legion Post 71 in Brewster; he was a
charter nenber of the Benevolent and Protective Oder of Elks, Lodge
2101, the Brewster Rotary Cub, and the Putnam County Fish & Gane C ub
anong ot hers; and

WHEREAS, WIlis H Stephens was nost proud of his nenbership on the
AQynpic Oganizing Comrmittee for the 1980 Wnter O ynpic games at Lake
Pl acid, New York and his role in helping bring the Wnter O ynpics back
to Lake Placid; and

WHEREAS, A lifelong outdoorsman, WIllis H Stephens enjoyed many
years of hunting and fishing in the Adirondack Mountains and in Canada,
he was an avid golfer and enjoyed playing the sport with famly,
friends, and busi ness associ ates throughout his lifetine; and

WHEREAS, WIllis H  Stephens' commtnent to excellence, and his
spirit of humanity, <carried over into all fields of enterprise,
I ncl udi ng charitable and civic endeavors; and

WHEREAS, WIllis H Stephens is survived by his sons, Daniel
(Sharon), WIlis Jr. (Virginia), Gardner, and Jonathan (Kristin); six
grandchil dren, Daniel M Stephens 11l (El speth), Andrew (partner Matt),
Kelly (Trevor), WIlis 11l (Samantha), Janes "Mac," and John "Jack";
seven great grandchildren; brother, Mallory (Dolores); nieces, Gace,
and D ana; and a nephew, Mallory (C audia); he was predeceased by his
dear sister Alice Schneckenburger and his | oving w fe Daphne; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, WIIlis H  Stephens | eaves behind a | egacy which will |ong
endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory to al
he served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourning the death of WIlis H  Stephens, distinguished citizen,
vet eran, and devoted nenber of his conmunity; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of WIlis H Stephens.






