Senate Resolution No. 1775
BY: Senator COWRI E

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
June 20, 2026, as Wirld Refugee Day in the State of
New Yor k

WHEREAS, It 1is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to increase awareness of issues that
affect the lives of citizens of New York State and the world; and

WHEREAS, According to the United Nations, every mnute 24 people
| eave everything behind to escape war, persecution or terror; and

WHEREAS, The O fice of the United Nations H gh Comr ssioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) was established in Decenber of 1950 to |ead and
coordinate international action to protect refugees and resolve refugee
probl ens wor| dw de; and

VWHEREAS, There were 26.4 mllion refugees of concern to UNHCR around
the world at the end of 2020; and

WHEREAS, In addition, the UNHCR had determned that 1.4 mllion
refugees were in need of immedi ate resettlenent at the end of 2021; and

VWHEREAS, Between Cctober 2020, and Septenber 2021, the United States
adm tted 11,411 refugees, according to The U S. Bureau of Popul ation,
Ref ugees, and M gration; and

VWHEREAS, New York consistently ranks anong one of the top States for
accepting refugees as per Departnent of State, Bureau of Popul ation,
Ref ugees and M gration data; and

WHEREAS, The Ofice of Refugee Resettlenent at the U S. Departnent
of Health and Human Services has released that International Rescue
Committee (IRC), Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HAS), Church Wwrld
Service (CW5), Ethiopian Conmunity Devel opnent Council (ECDC), Episcopa
Mgration Mnistries (EMM, United States Conmttee for Refugees and
I mm grants (USCRI), Lutheran Inmm gration and Refugee Services (LIRS)
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and Wirld Reli ef
Corporation (WR), are sone of the organizations responsible for
resettling refugees in our comunity, along wth nunerous other
comunity organi zations and religious institutions that have resettled
nore than 3,366 refugees in New York, in 2022, fromnore than 62
countries including The Denocratic Republic of the Congo, Syria,
Af ghani st an, and Burnma; and

WHEREAS, It 1is inportant to also pay tribute to the dedication of
humani t ari an wor kers both donestically and abroad who devote their |ives
to ensuring that vul nerable people can find a hone; and

WHEREAS, The powerful persistence and adaptability r ef ugees
denonstrate settling in a new place with a new | anguage and custons, a



pl ace that becones their new honme, is truly comendabl e; and

WHEREAS, There continue to be individuals and famlies in need of
refuge and the support of New York State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimJune 20, 2026, as World
Refugee Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; and Barham Salih, United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees.



