Senate Resolution No. 1732
BY: Senator WEBB

CELEBRATI NG the life and acconplishnments of

Ri chard Hugo "Di ck" Testa, distinguished citizen and
devoted nmenber of the Endicott comunity and
Uni on- Endi cott Central School District

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose |ifework and civic endeavors
have served to enhance the quality of life in their communities and this
great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Richard Hugo "Dick"” Testa of Endicott, New York, died on
January 6, 2026, at the age of 82; and

WHEREAS, Dick Testa distinguished hinself through a lifetine of
service, |eadership, and generosity, leaving an indelible mrk on the
Uni on- Endi cot t Central School District and the greater Endicott
comunity; and

WHEREAS, A proud graduate of Union-Endicott H gh School, dass of
1961, Dick Testa went on to graduate from Syracuse University in 1965
before honorably serving two years in the United States Arny; follow ng
his mlitary service, he returned to Endicott, where he spent the
remai nder of his life devoted to famly, faith, education, and comunity
service; and

VWHEREAS, A |lifelong parishioner of Qur Lady of Good Counsel Church,
Dick Testa was a man of deep faith who served as an altar server both in
his youth and |later years, and whose |ife was guided by a strong noral
conpass and devotion to others; and

WHEREAS, Dick Testa was a devoted husband, father, grandfather,
brother, and uncle; he was predeceased by his nother, Mary (Pal uzzi)
Testa, his father, Hugo Testa, and his stepnother, Hattie (Rhodes)
Testa; he is survived by his loving wife, Nancy (Deck) Testa; his son,
Derrick Testa and partner Alex Kilpatrick; his daughter, Jennifer Testa
Cottini and husband Luca; and his cherished grandchildren, Stefano,
Caterina, and Teresa; as well as his brother, JimTesta and wfe Sue;
his sister, Susan Zappia and husband Fred; and nunerous ni eces, nephews,
and extended fam |y nmenbers; and

VWHEREAS, Professionally, Dick Testa worked in a variety of roles
t hroughout his life, including years at Zappia Athletic Products, as a
| ocal sportswiter for The Valley News, and as co-owner of The Sports
Page for nore than 30 years; however, it was his wunpaid service to
others that nost defined his life's work; and

VWHEREAS, D ck Testa  dedicated nore than 25 vyears to the
Uni on- Endi cott Board of Education, serving with integrity, w sdom and
unwavering conmmtnent to students; he was a charter nenber of the
Uni on- Endi cott Educati on Foundation and vol unteered thousands of hours



as a special reader in Union-Endicott elenentary schools; and

VWHEREAS, Hi s extraordinary commtnment to community service extended
to his involvenent with Endicott Sertoma, Endicott Youth Baseball, the
West  Endicott Fire Departnent, Endicott Proud, Anmerican Legion Post 82,
and nunerous other civic and charitabl e organizations; and

VWHEREAS, Sports and coaching were central to Dick Testa's life and
| egacy; an acconplished high school cross country runner, he won the
i naugural Conwi cke-Stock Cross Country Meet and renai ned a steadf ast
supporter of the sport throughout his life; his 37 years wth Endicott
Yout h Basebal | included coaching Kelly's to nultiple chanpionships, and
hi s dedi cation was nenorialized with the nam ng of Testa Field in his
honor; and

WHEREAS, Dick Testa also served as an assistant coach for Qur Lady
of Good Counsel's varsity basketball teamduring its Broome County CYO
Chanpi onshi p season in 1973, and as coach of the American Legi on Post 82
baseball team culmnating in a New York State Chanpionship in 1983; he
further coached and nentored countless young athletes, including his own
children, instilling values of teammork, discipline, and sportsmanship;
and

WHEREAS, In recognition of his profound inpact, Dick Testa received
nuner ous honors, including induction into the Union-Endicott Al umi
Having Made a Difference, the Union-Endicott Athletic Hall of Fame, the
PTA Founder's Day Award, multiple honors as Endicott Sertoma of the
Year, and recognition as Founder and Co-Chairperson of the Endicott
Proud Board Advi sory Team and

WHEREAS, Dick Testa will be fondly renenbered for his quick wt,
positive spirit, unm stakable green wardrobe, unwavering Tiger Pride,
and enduring love for Notre Dane; his influence on generations of
students, athletes, and community nenbers is far-reaching and | asting;
and

WHEREAS, Arned with a conpassi onate heart and a steadfast comm tnent
to service, Dick Testa | eaves behind a | egacy that wll |long endure the
passage of time and remain a source of inspiration and confort to al
who knew him now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
celebrate the life and acconplishnents of Dick Testa and to express its
deepest condol ences to his famly; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to the famly of Richard Hugo "Di ck" Testa.



