Senate Resolution No. 1718
BY: Senator MAY

RECOGNI ZI NG Tuesday, March 10, 2026, as Harriet
Tubman Day

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
honor the extraordinary |life, courage, and enduring | egacy of Harriet
Tubman, an abolitionist, humanitarian, and | eader in the struggle for
freedom who, through her fearless work on the Underground Rail road and
her Iifelong commtnment to justice and equality, hel ped guide countless
enslaved individuals to |iberty and |later nade her hone in the State of
New Yor k, where her |egacy continues to inspire generations; and

VWHEREAS, The Gty of Auburn, Harriet Tubman's chosen honetown, wll
celebrate Harriet Tubman Day on Tuesday, March 10, 2026, with a full day
of free public programming at the Harriet Tubnman National Hi storical
Park, plus an evening program at the New York State Equal Rights
Heritage Center; and

VWHEREAS, In June of 2003, legislation was signed into |aw
establishing March 10th as a Day of Commenoration in recognition of the
lifetime achi evenents and enduring | egacy of Harriet Tubman and her many
acconpl i shnents throughout the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, On Novenber 11, 2024, the State of Maryl and post hunously
comm ssioned Harriet Tubrman as a Brigadier CGeneral in recognition of her
courageous service during the Gvil \War; and

VWHEREAS, Harriet Ross Tubman was born into slavery in Dorchester
County, Maryland circa 1820 and, |ike many enslaved individuals, was
forced to work as a field hand froman early age; and

VWHEREAS, Denied the opportunity to learn to read or wite because of
her race and status as an ensl aved person, Harriet Tubman neverthel ess
rose above the severe |limtations inposed upon her as both a slave and a
Bl ack woman; and

WHEREAS, In 1849, Harriet Tubman escaped from slavery and travel ed
north to Phil adel phia, Pennsylvania, where she canme into contact wth
WlliamStill, a | eading organizer of the Underground Railroad; and

WHEREAS, Through the efforts of Wlliam Still and the Phil adel phi a
Anti - Sl avery Society, Harriet Tubman becanme closely involved in the
operations of the Underground Railroad, a secret network of individuals
who provided aid, shelter, and guidance to enslaved people seeking
freedomin the North; and

WHEREAS, Wthin a year of securing her own freedom Harriet Tubman
becanme a conductor on the Underground Railroad, courageously returning
to the South nunerous tines to guide enslaved nen, wonen, and children
to liberty; and



VWHEREAS, |n 1851, Harriet Tubman rel ocated nenbers of her famly to
St. Cat hari nes, Ontari o, Canada, which served as an inportant base for

her Underground Railroad activities and from which she continued her
efforts to secure freedomfor others; and

WHEREAS, In the md-1850s, Harriet Tubman becane acquainted with
WlliamH Seward, United States Senator, Secretary of State, and forner
Governor of New York, and his wife, Frances Seward, in Auburn, New York;
in 1857, the Seward fam |y provided her with a home in Auburn, which
| at er becane her pernmanent residence; and

VWHEREAS, From this home, Harriet Tubman continued her humanitarian
work and, through the Underground Railroad, helped guide nunerous
enslaved individuals to freedom proudly declaring that she "never ran
her train off the track and never |ost a passenger"; and

WHEREAS, During the GCivil War, Harriet Tubman served with the Union
Arnmy in South Carolina as a nurse, cook, scout, and spy, providing
critical intelligence and assistance to Union forces; and

VWHEREAS, Following the war, Harriet Tubnman returned to Auburn, New
York, where she dedicated the rermainder of her life to humanitarian
causes and community service, including the establishnent of a hone for
el derly and indigent African Americans; and

VWHEREAS, |In 1903, Harriet Tubman conveyed ownershi p of her property
to the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church so that her charitable
wor k m ght continue; and

WHEREAS, After her death on March 10, 1913, Harriet Tubman was |aid
torest with mlitary honors at Fort H |l Cenetery in Auburn, New York;
and

VWHEREAS, The properties associated with her life and work in Auburn
are today preserved as part of the Harriet Tubman National Hi storica
Park, admnistered by the National Park Service, ensuring that her
remarkable story wll continue to educat e and i nspire future
generations; and

WHEREAS, Revered by many as the "Black Mses,"” Harriet Tubman
enbodi ed the highest ideals of courage, perseverance, and selfless
service, risking her own freedom and safety so that others m ght
experience liberty; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
recogni ze Tuesday, March 10, 2026, as Harriet Tubman Day in the State of
New York, and to honor the extraordinary life and enduring | egacy of
Harriet Tubman.



