Senate Resolution No. 1680
BY: Senat or FERNANDEZ

COMVEMORATI NG the Inaugural Celebration of Bronx
Day on March 10, 2026

WHEREAS, It is the intent of this Legislative Body to comrenorate
events of historical significance, nost notably during inportant nonents
such as the 400th Anniversary of the founding of New York City and the
250t h Anniversary of the United States, that enrich the <cultura
diversity, heritage, and quality of life within the conmunities of the
State of New York, and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenor ate the I naugural Celebration of Bronx Day on March 10, 2026;
and

WHEREAS, On March 10, 2026, the best of the Borough of the Bronx
wll be on display at the Capitol in Al bany, New York; this event wll
put the spotlight on the Bronx and include an evening reception
featuring foods and beverages as well as a display of sone of the
favorite dining establishnments in the Bronx; and

WHEREAS, The Borough of the Bronx derives its nane fromthe Bronx
Ri ver-New York City's only freshwater river-nanmed for Jonas Bronck, a
17t h-century Swedish nerchant associated wth the Dutch West India
Conmpany; and

WHEREAS, Long before European col onization, the Bronx was part of
Lenapehoki ng, the ancestral honel and of the Lenape people, enconpassing
what is now known as the netropolitan Tri-State area; and

VWHEREAS, The Bronx was the site of significant engagenents during
the American Revolution, helping to shape the energing nation; this
| egacy is preserved at historic |locations including Van Cortlandt Park
and Mansion, the Mrris famly burial crypt at St. Ann's Church, and the
St ockbri dge- Mbhi can Menori al ; and

WHEREAS, The Bronx bears the history of African enslavenent and, as
New York City's only mainland borough, also served as a corridor to
freedom wth docunented Underground Railroad routes al ong present-day
Third Avenue, Boston Road, and the Bronx River; and

VWHEREAS, The area now known as the Bronx was fornerly part of New
York County until achieving i ndependent county status in 1914, becom ng
the 62nd and nobst recent county established in New York State; and

VWHEREAS, The official seal of the Bronx, featuring an eagle atop a
gl obe above a shield depicting a rising sun over a calmsea and bearing
the Latin notto "Ne Cede Malis" ("Yield Not to Evil"), is derived from
the Bronck famly crest; and



WHEREAS, The Bronx's devel opnent has been shaped by generations of
i mm grants-both forced and voluntary-including enslaved Africans who
| abored on its early roads, Irish immgrants who constructed the Croton

Aqueduct and High Bridge, Italian immgrants who built the Jerone Park
Reservoir, the New York Botanical Garden, and the Bronx Zoo, and the
many di verse communities who continue to contribute to the borough's
civic, cultural, and economc life; and

VWHEREAS, The Bronx is hone to renowned | andmarks includi ng Yankee
Stadi um the Bronx Zoo, the New York Botanical Garden, Pel ham Bay Park,
Van Cortlandt Park, the Edgar Allan Poe Cottage, and the Hi gh Bridge;
and

VWHEREAS, The Bronx is internationally recognized as the birthplace
of hip-hop, a cultural novenent that energed in the 1970s and has becone
a global force in nmusic, art, fashion, and social expression; and

VWHEREAS, The Bronx serves as a center of education and culture, wth
i nstitutions such as Fordham University, CUNY Lehman Col | ege, and Monroe
Col | ege awar di ng t housands of degr ees annually, and cultural
institutions including the Bronx Museum of the Arts and the Hostos
Center for the Arts & Culture enriching community life; and

WHEREAS, Wth a population approaching 1.4 mllion residents, the
Bronx is one of the nation's nost diverse urban communities, shaped by
deep African Anerican, Caribbean, Latino, and inm grant histories; and

VWHEREAS, The Br onx supports a di verse econony enpl oyi ng
approximately 575,000 individuals, wth health care and soci al
assistance, retail trade, and educational services representing |eading
enpl oynent sectors; and

VWHEREAS, The Bronx is hone to several |ong-standing institutions and
enpl oyers that have shaped the Borough's econonmy for generations,
including Mntefiore Health System NYC Health + Hospital s/Jacobi
BronxCare Health System and Yankee Stadium which together provide
t housands of jobs and serve as econom c anchors for the community; and

WHEREAS, Public transportation is integral to daily life in the
Bronx, where a mpjority of workers rely on buses, subways, and regional
transit systens; and

VWHEREAS, The Borough of the Bronx stands as a testanment to
resilience, «cultural vitality, historic significance, and enduring
comunity spirit, and continues to shape the identity and future of the
State of New York through its contributions in art, education, comrerce,
public service, and civic | eadership; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the Inaugural Celebration of Bronx Day on March 10, 2026;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Ofice of the Bronx Borough President and the Bronx



Chanber of Commerce.



