Senate Resolution No. 1626
BY: Senat or RHOADS

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
May 17, 2026, as Necrotizing Enterocolitis Awareness
Day in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to increase awareness of serious health
i ssues that affect the lives of famlies in the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
menorialize Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimFriday, May 17, 2026, as
Necrotizing Enterocolitis Awareness Day in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Necrotizing enterocolitis (NEC) is the nbst commobn cause of
death in hospitalized premature infants after two weeks of age; and

WHEREAS, Babies born prematurely or with a nedical conplication |ike
congenital heart disease are nost at risk of NEC, and

WHEREAS, Thousands of babi es devel op NEC each year and hundreds of
babies die fromthis conplex intestinal condition; and

VWHEREAS, Necrotizing enterocolitis causes a severe inflammtory
process that can lead to intestinal tissue danage and death; once NEC is
di agnosed, many babies only live for a few hours or days; and

WHEREAS, Surgery for NEC is not curative, and the babies who survive
often have lifelong neurological and nutritional conplications; and

VWHEREAS, Necroti zing enterocolitis results in approxi mat el y
$5, 000, 000, 000 dollars of hospitalizati on expenses per year and roughly
19 percent of neonatal healthcare expenditures in the United States,
with an estimted cost of $200,000 or nore for each case of surgical
necrotizing enterocolitis; and

WHEREAS, Breast mlk is one of the nobst effective ways to help
prevent necrotizing enterocolitis in nedically fragile infants, and when
the nother's mlk 1is unavailable, pasteurized donor human mlk is the
next - saf est option for babies at risk of NEC, and

WHEREAS, Fornmula does not protect against the risk of NEC in
nedically fragile infants, and infants at risk of NEC receive the nost
protection fromtheir nother's own mlk and pasteurized donor m |l k; and

VWHEREAS, Although the risk of necrotizing enterocolitis cannot be
fully elimnated and there are not yet sure ways to stop or cure NEC
preventative neasures are effective at reducing risks; and

WHEREAS, Parents nust be trusted and valued as the nost inportant
menber of their baby's care team and healthcare providers should



partner wwth famlies to provide the best care for infants at risk of
NEC, and

VWHEREAS, This illness affects citizens across this State and Nati on;
St ephanie Ruidiaz is one such resident living in Bellnore, New York; she
has been a chanmpion for Necrotizing enterocolitis after experiencing
firsthand the severity of this condition and after facing a devastating
| oss herself; and

VWHEREAS, She serves on the Board of Directors for the NEC Society, a
nonprofit organization which works to elimnate the disease, pouring
every ounce of herself into raising awareness of this necessary cause;
and

WHEREAS, Necrotizing enterocolitis can develop in both premature
babi es and babies born at termand nore data is desperately needed to
better wunderstand how and why NEC occurs in pretermand terminfants;
and

WHEREAS, Disparities and variation in care lead to Black infants
being disproportionately affected by, and dying from necrotizing
enterocolitis conpared to white infants; and

WHEREAS, The NEC Society is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
founded and | ed by a bereaved nother from California whose son died from
conplications of NEC, and the NEC Society is the world's |leading charity
working to accel erate NEC research, education, and advocacy; and

WHEREAS, To build a world wthout necrotizing enterocolitis and
| mprove outcones for infants and famlies, we nust bring New Yorkers
together to raise awareness about this devastating neonatal disease;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim My 17, 2026, as
Necrotizing Enterocolitis Awmareness Day in the State of New York; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Honorable Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York, and the NEC Soci ety.



