Senate Resol ution No. 1566
BY: Senator GRI FFO

CONGRATULATI NG Jaroslaw Lyktey upon the occasion
of celebrating his 100th Birthday

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to comrenorate
and recognize certain mnmlestones celebrated by citizens of this great
Enpire State; and

VWHEREAS, Senior citizens bring a wealth of experience and know edge
to the increasingly active roles they play in today's society; their
past contributions and future participation are a vital part of, and
val uabl e asset to, the fabric of community Iife and activity; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratul ate Jaroslaw Lyktey upon the occasion of his 100th Birthday
cel ebrated on Dec. 29, 2025; and

WHEREAS, Jaroslaw "Jerry" Lyktey was born on Dec. 29, 1925, in the
Ukrainian village of Trostyanets; he grew up under shifting regines,
first Polish, then Soviet, and |later German occupation during Wrld War
I'1; and

WHEREAS, Discovering a |ove for |anguages and education, Jaroslaw
Lyktey, who was fluent 1in Ukrainian, Polish, Russian, GCerman, and
Engl i sh, becane a devoted educator; and

VWHEREAS, After Wrld War 11, Jaroslaw Lyktey spent tinme in Germany
at a displaced persons canp and worked with the U S. Arny; and

WHEREAS, |n 1949, Jaroslaw Lyktey imrmigrated to Arerica to join his
uncle's grocery store in Uica, New York and soon pursued higher
education; and

VWHEREAS, Jarosl aw Lyktey taught English for nore than 30 years in
| ocal schools, including New York MIls, Utica University, and Herki nmer
Col | ege; and

VWHEREAS, Wth a vigorous passion for teaching, Jaroslaw Lyktey has
educated and inspired generations of citizens in Central New York; and

WHEREAS, Jaroslaw Lyktey, with his zest for life, has inspired and
enhanced the lives of his famly and friends; and

VWHEREAS, Jarosl aw Lyktey has enriched the lives of those around him
through his joyous and sincere |ove for others and through the profound
charm and wi sdom whi ch cones only froma fullness of years; and

WHEREAS, Fostering a deep connection with his Ukrainian heritage,
Jarosl aw Lyktey helped establish a Ukrainian church in Uica, which
became a hub for the community; the church was central not only for



celebrating religious and cultural traditions, but also for nurturing a
sense of pride and togetherness anong Ukrainians, many of whom had
simlar shared experiences; and

WHEREAS, Famly remains at the center of Jaroslaw Lyktey's life; he
and his wife, Jean, have four children and eight grandchildren, al
educated and maintaining ties to Ukrainian culture; and

WHEREAS, Even at 100 years old, Jaroslaw Lyktey stays active by
gardeni ng, reading, follow ng Wkrainian news, and sharing his w sdom
with his famly; and

VWHEREAS, This exceptional centenarian has experienced the incredible
joys and sorrows characteristic of and reserved for those with the
stam na and courage to savor a full life; and

WHEREAS, It is the intent of this Legislative Body to publicly
recogni ze those who have reached such a remarkabl e age and who have
wi t nessed and celebrated the innovations, cultural developnents and
achievenents of this country during the last century, while thensel ves
contributing to the growh and excellence of this great Enpire State;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Jarosl aw Lyktey upon the occasion of celebrating his 100th
Birthday; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Jarosl aw Lyktey.



