Senat e Resol ution No. 1558
BY: Senat or SCARCELLA- SPANTON

MOURNING the death of Margaret D. WIIians,
| egendary vocalist and comunity | eader

WHEREAS, There are certain outstanding nenbers of our comunity who,
through their selfless comm tnment and dedi cation, have served to better
the quality of life in our conmunity and have had a neasurabl e positive
i npact on the lives of its residents; Margaret D. WIlianms was one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

VWHEREAS, W th profound sorrow and deep regret, this Legislative Body
records the passing of Margaret D. WIllianms, a beloved resident of Coney
I sl and, Brooklyn, New York, who died on January 23, 2026, at the age of
83; and

VWHEREAS, Margaret D. (Ross) WIllianms was born on July 19, 1942, in
Wnston-Salem North Carolina, to Mary Ross and John Porter, and noved
to Brooklyn, New York, as a teenager, where she would establish deep
roots and a |ifelong connection to the Coney Island conmunity; and

WHEREAS, While attending high school in Brooklyn, Margaret becane
actively involved in nusic progranms, nurturing a passion and tal ent that
woul d define her extraordinary life; and

WHEREAS, As a young adult in the late 1950s, Margaret D. WIlians
joined the renowned girl group The Cookies, alongside Earl-Jean McCrea
and Dorothy Jones, becomng an integral part of one of the nost
i nfluential vocal groups of the doo-wop and Brill Building eras; and

WHEREAS, The Cookies achieved national and international success,
recordi ng and perform ng songs witten by | egendary songwiters such as
Carole King and GCerry Goffin, and collaborating with iconic artists
i ncluding Neil Sedaka, Mel Torne, Little Eva, and others; and

VWHEREAS, Their hit recordings, including "Chains" and "Don't Say
Not hin'," reached the Billboard Top 40 charts in the 1960s, wth
"Chains" |later recorded by The Beatles on their 1963 debut al bum Pl ease
Pl ease Me, further cenmenting the group's enduring influence on popular
nmusi c; and

WHEREAS, In recognition of their significant contributions to
Anerican nusic, The Cookies were inducted into the Rock & Roll Hal |  of
Fame in 2002 in devel and, Chio; and

WHEREAS, Margaret D. WIlIlians continued to preserve and cel ebrate
The Cookies' legacy for decades thereafter, performng in concerts
t hroughout the United States, Europe, and Spain until her passing; and

WHEREAS, After years of touring, Margaret D. Wllians returned to
Coney Island, where she remained deeply engaged in her comunity,
continuing to sing professionally and dedicating her voice to sacred



musi ¢ as a devoted nenber of the Coney |Island Gospel Assenbly Church on
Nept une Avenue, where she sang in the choir and volunteered her talents
for church events, activities, and funerals; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, she was a dedicated public servant, retiring
after 33 years of service with the New York City Departnent of Health,
Prison Health Services, and an active nmenber of Union DC37, Chapter
1549; and

VWHEREAS, Margaret D. WIllians was a cherished participant and
supporter of the Coney Island History Project, sharing her personal
hi story and experiences in a 2004 interview, and proudly cutting the
ri bbon to open the Boardwal k Menory Booth in 2005; and

WHEREAS, Margaret D. WIlianms was predeceased by her husband, Ronnie
Wllians, and her nother, Mary Ross; she is survived by her |oving
children, Anthony and Joe WIIlians; her grandchildren, Jasm ne, Jade,
and Anthony Jr.; her great-grandchildren; her sister, Ella Brown; and
her brothers, MIlas Ross and Pete Jackson, all of whom cherish her
menory and celebrate a life marked by faith, service, nusic, and |ove;
and

WHEREAS, Margaret D. Wllianms will be renenbered as a trailblazing
artist, devoted public servant, faithful church nenber, and a pillar of
t he Coney Island conmunity whose voice uplifted generations and whose
| egacy will endure; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Margaret D. Wllians, and to extend its deepest
condol ences to her famly, friends, and all who were touched by her
remarkable life; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Margaret D. WIIi ans.



