Senate Resolution No. 1535
BY: Senat or STEWART- COUSI NS

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
February 2026, as Black History Month in the State
of New Yor k

WHEREAS, Black History Month serves as an opportunity to recognize
and cel ebrate the ingenuity, achievenents, contributions, and resilience
of African Anericans throughout history; and

WHEREAS, It is essential to recognize sone of +the nobst integral
parts of Black history, including the struggles; and

WHEREAS, The Civil War was a defining nonent in Anerican history,
fought over the issue of slavery, leading to the eventual |iberation of
mllions of African Anericans; and

WHEREAS, The Emanci pation Procl amation, signed by President Abraham
Lincoln on January 1, 1863, declared that all enslaved individuals in
Confederate-held territories were to be freed, marking a critical step
toward the abolition of slavery; and

VWHEREAS, The passage of the 13th Anmendnent to the United States
Constitution on Decenber 6, 1865, formally abolished slavery in the
United States, securing the freedomof African Americans and paving the
way for future civil rights advancenents; and

VWHEREAS, In t he face of ensl avenent segregati on, and
di scrimnation, Black Anericans built institutions, advanced know edge,
preserved culture, and generated ideas that have profoundly shaped the
econom c, scientific, artistic, and noral foundations of this Nation;
and

WHEREAS, Black History Mnth was originally established as Negro
Hi story Week in 1926 by Dr. Carter G Wodson, a historian and educator;
the celebration was later expanded to a nont h- 1 ong obser vance,
recogni zed nationally each February to honor the enduring and profound
i npact of African Americans on the history, culture, and progress of the
United States; and

VWHEREAS, Bl ack resilience has also been a driving force in the
progress and expansion of denocracy and civil rights in the United

States; the Civil R ghts Myvenent stands as one of the greatest
testaments to Black ingenuity and determ nation, as African Americans
organi zed visionary |egal strategies, bui |l t power f ul grassroots

coalitions, and enployed innovative forns of resistance that reshaped
the noral and political |andscape of the United States; and

WHEREAS, The G vil Rights Myvenent was propelled by the brilliance
and determ nation of |eaders such as the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., whose noral vision and strategic nonviol ent resistance gal vani zed a
nati onal novenent; Rosa Parks, whose courageous refusal to surrender her



seat ignited the Montgonery Bus Boycott; John Lew s, whose unwavering
commtnment to justice and | eadership on the front lines of the Freedom
Rides and the Selma marches expanded voting rights nationw de; Ella

Baker, whose visionary organi zi ng nodel s enpowered grassroots | eadership
and fueled the Gvil R ghts Mwvenent; Bayard Rustin, whose strategic
mastery was central to the success of the 1963 March on Washi ngton; A
Philip Randol ph, whose pioneering |eadership in the |abor novenent and
foundi ng of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters |inked economc
justice to civil rights and hel ped | ay the groundwork for national civil
rights nobilization; and Fannie Lou Haner, whose fearless advocacy for
voting rights expanded denocratic participation and inspired national
reform and

VWHEREAS, Bl ack ingenuity has al ways been a defining force in shaping

this Nation , exenplified by innovators such as Garrett Mrgan, who
i nvented the three-position traffic signal and the safety hood that
saved countless lives; Dr. Charles Drew, who revolutionized nodern

medi ci ne t hrough hi s breakt hroughs in bl ood banki ng and pl asma st orage;
Geor ge Washi ngton Carver, who developed hundreds of agricultural
i nnovations that transfornmed American farm ng; Benjam n Banneker, who
built one of the first American clocks and contributed to the surveying
of Washington, D.C.; Madam C.J. \Wal ker, the first woman to becone a
self-made mllionaire in the United States, created a national hair-care
enterprise and one of t he earliest networks of Black wonen
entrepreneurs; Lonnie Johnson, a NASA engineer and prolific inventor
known for the Super Soaker and nore than 100 patents; all of these
i ndi viduals and nor e enbody t he creativity, brilliance, and
transformative inpact of Black Anmericans throughout history; and

VWHEREAS, The creativity of Black Anericans is equally reflected in
the cultural, artistic, and nusical contributions that have shaped the
Nation, including the fact that jazz, one of Anerica's nost influential
and enduring art forms, was created by Black nusicians, as seen in the
work of Louis Armstrong, whose nusic and talent transforned the genre,
and Duke Ellington, who redefined orchestral conposition and globalized
Bl ack nusical traditions; and

WHEREAS, Across generations, Black artists have shaped every ngjor
genre of Anerican nusic from blues, gospel, and jazz, to rock, pop, R&B,
and soul; Black nusicians continued to innovate, creating new nusical
forms, including rap and hi p-hop, which energed as transfornmative genres
and global cultural novenents pioneered by visionaries such as DJ Kool
Herc, G andmaster Flash, Afrika Banbaataa, The Sugar hi | | Gang,
Run-D. M C., Public Eneny, and Queen Latifah, anong others; and

WHEREAS, In literature, the voices of Black authors and literary
giants have long served as a conscience for the Nation, offering
narratives that <challenge, inspire, and reveal profound truths about
Anerican |ife, including the work of Zora Neale Hurston, whose
anthropological and literary brilliance preserved Black fol kl ore and

reshaped Anerican literature; James Bal dwin, whose insightful essays,
novels, and noral «clarity challenged the Nation to confront the
realities of race, identity, and denocracy; Maya Angel ou, whose poetry,
menoirs, and activismgave voice to the Black experience and broadened



t he scope of Anmerican literature; and Toni Mrrison, who nade literary
history as the first African Anerican woman to win the Nobel Prize in
Literature in 1993; and

VWHEREAS, |In recent decades, Bl ack Anericans have continued to drive
i nnovation and shape the nodern world, as denonstrated by Robert L.
Johnson, who becane the first Black male billionaire after founding

Bl ack Entertainnent Television (BET), transformng representation in
tel evision and entertai nnent; Sheila Johnson, a co-founder of BET and a
pi oneering business leader in hospitality and sports; Dr. Kizznekia
Corbett, whose scientific expertise was central to the devel opnent of
the Mdderna COVID-19 vaccine; and Rihanna, whose Fenty br ands
revol utionized beauty and fashion through inclusive design and becane
t he youngest sel f-made Bl ack fermale billionaire; and

VWHEREAS, Bl ack at hl etes have transfornmed Anerican sports and gl obal
athletics; fromJesse Onens, whose four gold nedals at the 1936 O ynpics
defied racism on the world stage, to Jacki e Robi nson, who broke Maj or
League Baseball's color barrier in 1947, and boxing chanpion, Mhanmad
Al'i, whose unmatched skill and noral courage nade himone of the nost
i nfluential and decorated athletes in history; this | egacy of excellence
continues through nodern chanpi ons such as Serena WIllians, one of the

nost domnant tennis players of all tine; Sinone Biles, the npst
decorated Anmerican gymast in history; and contenporary stars across
basketbal |, football, track, and beyond, including LeBron Janes, Stephen

Curry, Gabby Thomas, and Sydney MLaughlin-Levrone, who carry forward a
tradition of athletic excellence, cultural inpact, and |eadership on and
off the field; and

WHEREAS, The legacy of trailblazers in <civil rights, politics,
science, and space has paved the way for new mlestones in the arts,
gl obal culture, and sports, denonstrating the enduring inpact of Black
achi evenmrent across tinme; and

WHEREAS, Black History Month affirns that Black history is Anerican
hi story, and recogni zes that the struggles, triunphs, and contributions
of Black Anericans are deeply rooted in the Anerican dream and woven
into the very fabric of this Nation's story; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body comrends t he Af ri can- Ameri can
comunity for preserving, for future generations, its centuries-old
traditions that benefit us all and add to the color and beauty of the
tapestry which is our Anerican society; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimFebruary 2026, as Black
History Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; and to the events comrenorating Bl ack Hi story Mnth throughout New
York State.



