Senat e Resol ution No. 1524
BY: Senat or BROUK

CONGRATULATI NG Debor ah Hughes upon the occasi on of
her retirenent after nmany years of distinguished
service as President and CEO of the National Susan
B. Anthony Museum & House in Rochester, New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
honor those distingui shed individuals whose professional |ives have been
mar ked by exceptional service, |eadership, and dedication to the
cultural, civic, and denocratic life of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such <concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratul ate Deborah Hughes wupon the occasion of her retirenment after
many years of distinguished service as President and CEO of the National
Susan B. Ant hony Museum & House in Rochester, New York, to be cel ebrated
on Wednesday, February 11, 2026; and

WHEREAS, Deborah Hughes retired at the conclusion of Decenber 2025,
after 18 years of extraordinary service as President and Chi ef Executive
O ficer of the National Susan B. Anthony Miseum & House, a position she
has held since 2007, with transition support continuing into early 2026;
and

WHEREAS, Prior to her tenure at the National Susan B. Anthony Miseum
& House, Deborah Hughes devoted 25 years to service as an ordained
mnister in Presbyterian and American Baptist churches in New York and
M chi gan, exenplifying a lifelong commtnent to justice, comunity, and
public service; and

WHEREAS, Her distinguished professional background also includes
service as Vice President for Devel opnent at Colgate Rochester Crozer
Divinity School and as a nenber of the executive staff of the Mnisters
and M ssionaries Benefit Board in New York City, through which she
devel oped deep expertise in nonprofit |eadership, governance, and
fundrai si ng; and

VWHEREAS, Initially envisioned as a short-term |eadership role,
Deborah Hughes's appointnent evolved into an 18-year tenure marked by
stability, growth, and visionary stewardship of one of New York State's
nost significant historic and cultural institutions; and

VWHEREAS, Under her |eadership, the National Susan B. Anthony Miseum
& House achieved Ilong-term organizational strength, including the
stabilization of a balanced operating budget, the cultivation of a
strong and engaged Board of Trustees, the growh of the nuseunis
endownent, and the successful navigation of unprecedented chall enges
such as the COVI D-19 pandem c; and

WHEREAS, Deborah Hughes steadfastly mai nt ai ned t he museum s
comi t ment to authoritative historical interpretation, conmunity



engagenent, and rel evance, presenting Susan B. Anthony's life and | egacy
with integrity, conpassion, and nuance, while enphasizing Anthony's

broader reform work in abolitionism pay equity, education, |abor
ri ghts, domestic violence prevention, and substance abuse reform and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, she has been the primary force behind the
museum s anbi ti ous canmpus expansion initiative, which envisions a new
14, 000- squar e- f oot interpretive center on Jefferson Avenue,
museum qual ity collection storage with proper environnental controls and
fire suppression, expanded exhibit space for imersive and rotating
exhibitions, research facilities for partnerships with regi onal nuseum
studi es prograns, event and reception space, and the capacity to wel cone
significantly larger visitor groups; and

WHEREAS, Through her |eadership of the "Susan B. Inspires M!"
canpai gn, the nuseum has raised significant funds toward the expansion
project, secured a substantial New York State grant, and positioned the
institution to begin construction in 2026; and

WHEREAS, Deborah Hughes has <consistently articulated a belief in
denocracy, inclusive governnent, and the enduring rel evance of Susan B.
Anthony's work to contenporary social and civic challenges, while
enphasi zing the inportance of presenting historical figures as full and
conpl ex human bei ngs rather than untouchabl e icons; and

WHEREAS, She has expressed her intention to remain in the Rochester
comunity followi ng her retirenent, reflecting her deep personal and
prof essional conmtnent to the region and her appreciation for the vital
rol e of comunity-based organi zations in advancing the public good; and

WHEREAS, The Board of Trustees of the National Susan B. Anthony
Museum & House has credited Deborah Hughes as the guiding force and
visionary behind the institution's growh and developnent, and has
undertaken a thoughtful succession process to ensure continuity and
future success, nade possible by the strong foundati on she established;
and

VWHEREAS, Deborah Hughes retires at a nonent when the National Susan
B. Anthony Museum & House is stable, respected, and well-positioned for
Its next phase of growmh, a testanent to her exenplary |eadership and
enduring | egacy; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Deborah Hughes upon the occasion of her retirenent, and to
commend her for 18 years of outstanding service to the National Susan B.
Ant hony Miuseum & House, the Rochester conmunity, and the State of New
York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to Deborah Hughes.



