Senate Resolution No. 1521
BY: Senat or BORRELLO

COVMEMORATI NG  the 100t h Anni versary of the
Fl uvanna Fire Depart nent

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
honor those institutions whose conmtnent to public service, safety, and
community welfare has contributed significantly to the quality of life
of the citizens of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
comenorate the 100th Anniversary of the Fluvanna Fire Departnent, to be
cel ebrated on Saturday, May 30, 2026; and

VWHEREAS, The Fluvanna Fire Departnent traces its origins to the
summer of 1925, following a devastating fire in the El mhurst area that
destroyed nunerous cottages and reveal ed the urgent need for a nearby,
organized fire protection service, as the closest departnents at that
time were |ocated in Janestown, Celoron, and Benmus Point; and

VWHEREAS, In response to this need, |ocal residents of the Fluvanna
area, wth the assistance of DeForest Peterson, sought gui dance from
Dougl as Krupp, Cayton Bratt, and Ed Bollman of the Celoron Fire
Departnment, culmnating in a community nmeeting held on Cctober 15, 1925,
at the |local schoolhouse, where the Fluvanna Fire Departnent was
formal | y organi zed; and

VWHEREAS, At that historic neeting, Fred B. Strunk was elected
President, Charles G Sondell as Foreman, Genn D. Cark as First
Assi stant Foreman, and Walter G Johnson as Second Assistant Foreman,
| eadi ng approximately 50 active charter nmenbers and 15 social nenbers
who conm tted thensel ves to protecting their community; and

VWHEREAS, Through nenbership fees, annual dues, and a determ ned
fundraising canpaign, the fledgling departnent raised nearly $5,000
toward the purchase of firefighting apparatus, enabling the acquisition
in Decenmber 1925 of a Peter Pirsch triple conbination punper chem cal
and hose truck, along with essential hose and equipnent, and later a
Federal Doubl ehead Siren Al arm and

WHEREAS, The departnent fornmally applied for nenbership in the
Chaut auqua County Firenen's Association in Decenber 1925, and was
i ncorporated under the laws of the State of New York in May 1926,
serving the Towns of Ellicott and Ellery wunder the guidance of a
dedi cat ed board of directors; and

WHEREAS, From its wearliest years, the Fluvanna Fire Departnent
denonstrated extraordinary resilience and conmunity spirit, raising
funds through dances, dinners, fish fries, carnivals, turkey raffles,
bi ngo, and other events, transformng its fire hall into a vital
comunity gathering place and sustaining the departnent through periods



of econom ¢ hardship and national crisis; and

WHEREAS, The departnent and its nenbers responded bravely to
nunerous energencies and tragedi es, including the devastating Richfield
fire of June 17, 1934, the fire that damaged the Fluvanna Fire Hal
| at er that sanme vyear, lightning strikes in 1946, transportation
accidents, and countless fires and energenci es throughout the district,
of ten under chall enging conditions and with limted resources; and

VWHEREAS, Over the decades, the Fluvanna Fire Departnent continually
evolved to neet the changing needs of the community through the
est abli shment of additional stations, the formation of a First Aid Unit,
acqui sition of tankers, punpers, foamtrucks, anbul ances, energency and
rescue equipnent, installation of underground water tanks, and ongoi ng
noderni zati on of facilities; and

WHEREAS, The Fluvanna Fire Departnent has al so distinguished itself
through regional and statew de participation, earning accol ades such as
the 1940 Trophy for Best Appearing Conbi ned Auxiliary and Conpany at the
New York State Convention, and through the |eadership of nenbers who
served promnently in county and statewide fire service organi zations;
and

WHEREAS, From its original charter nmenbers in 1926 to t he
generations of volunteers who foll owed, including Edwi n Hooper, the |ast
surviving charter nmenber as of 2001, the Fluvanna Fire Departnment stands
as a testanent to selfless service, civic pride, and unwavering
dedication to the protection of |ife and property; and

VWHEREAS, Today, as it marks 100 years of service, the Fluvanna Fire
Departnent continues to exenplify the highest ideals of volunteer fire
service, earning the gratitude, respect, and admration of the <citizens
It serves and of this great State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 100th Anniversary of the Fluvanna Fire Departnent,
honoring its rich history, its devoted nmenbers past and present, and its
enduring contributions to the safety and well-being of the comunities
of Ellicott, Ellery, and the surrounding region; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the Fluvanna Fire Departnent.



