Senate Resolution No. 149
BY: Senator MAY

COMVEMORATI NG t he 250t h Anniversary of the Battles
of Lexington and Concord on April 19, 2025, and
recogni zing their inpact on the history of New York
State

WHEREAS, It 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to comrenorate
significant events which represent turning points in our unique history
and which are indelibly etched in the saga of our great Nation; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
cormenorate the 250th Anniversary of the Battles of Lexington and
Concord on April 19, 2025, and to recognize their inpact on the history
of New York State; and

WHEREAS, On the norning of April 19, 1775, hundreds of British
troops marched from Boston to nearby Concord to seize an arns cache;
Paul Revere and other riders sounded the alarm and colonial mlitianen
began nobilizing to intercept the Redcoat columm; and

WHEREAS, After a confrontation on the Lexington town green that |eft
ni ne people dead, the British soldiers marched on to Concord, where sone
400 arned colonial mlitia nmenbers engaged the soldiers and forced them
to retreat back to Boston; and

VWHEREAS, On April 23, 1775, word of the battle reached New York and
pronpted many in the city to join or formmlitias; students from Kings
Col l ege, including Alexander Hamlton, joined a mlitia that woul d be
called the Hearts of Oak; and

VWHEREAS, News of the battles of Lexington and Concord materially
altered the political |andscape in New York; prior to that tine, the New
York GCeneral Assenbly had opposed efforts by the 12 other colonies to
resist British rule, had voted against the proceedings of the first
Continental Congress and refused to send delegates to the Second
Conti nental Congress; and

VWHEREAS, By m d-May, 1775, the New York Provincial Congress convened
as a pro-independence alternative to the New York Ceneral Assenbly, and
New York delegates Janes Duane, Lewis Mrris, and Philip Livingston
attended the Second Continental Congress in Phil adel phia; and

WHEREAS, On May 26, 1775, one hundred New Yorkers signed a docunent
seeking "the salvation of the Rights and Liberties of Anerica," anong
t hem Abraham Ten Broeck of Al bany County, Nathani el Sackett of Dutchess
County, Theodorus Pol hanus of Kings County, John DeLancey and John Van
Cortlandt of New York County, Zebulon WIlIlians of Queens County,
Chri st opher Tappen of U ster County, and Gouverneur Morris of
West chest er County; and



VWHEREAS, Many New Yorkers would go on to distinguish thenselves as
Patriots in the course of the war, including A exander Ham |lton, |saac
Sears, Hercules Milligan, |Increase Carpenter, Col onel Peter (Gansevoort,

and Generals Nicholas Herkimer, Nathanlel Wodhull, and Robert van
Renssel aer; and

WHEREAS, In Ilight of the courage of those early conbatants in the
war of American independence, and in consideration of the profound
i npact their actions had on the course of history, April 19 is
celebrated as Patriots Day in Massachusetts; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body that when events
of such historical consequence are brought to our attention, they should
be recall ed and recogni zed by all the citizens of the great State of New
York; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 250th Anniversary of the Battles of Lexington and
Concord on April 19, 2025, and to recognize their inpact on the history
of New York State.



