Senate Resol ution No. 1452
BY: Senat or PARKER

HONORI NG Donnar ay Roc, artistic director,
chor eographer, cultural anbassador, and visionary
creative |eader, upon the occasion of receiving the
International Cultural Connectivity Award

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
comend i ndi vi dual s whose extraordinary creativity, cultural |eadership
and international vision have wuplifted global artistic expression,
strengt hened cross-cul tural exchange, and advanced the richness of the
Afro- Cari bbean cul tural heritage; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Donnar ay Roc, i nternationally recogni zed artistic di rector,
choreographer, <creative entrepreneur, and cul tural anmbassador, upon the
occasion of receiving the International Cultural Connectivity Award by
Young, G fted, & Black Entrepreneurial Awards, Inc., on Wdnesday,
February 25, 2026; and

VWHEREAS, Founded in 2006 by Carl Gay, Young, Gfted, & Black
Entrepreneurial Awards, 1Inc., is a nonprofit organization dedicated to
recogni zi ng di stinguished individuals of color across the Americas, the
Cari bbean, and Africa, celebrating "unsung heroes and heroi nes" whose
| eadership, resilience, and service have nade a |asting inpact across
arts, culture, business, and community devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, Born in Mntego Bay, Janaica, Donnaray Roc has energed as a
visionary artistic |eader whose work has taken Janmaican dance and
cultural expression onto global stages, blending nusic, novenent,
performance, fashion, and community advocacy in ways that honor her
heritage while expanding its influence worldw de; and

WHEREAS, Wth nore than fifteen years of experience in entertai nment
and creative production, Donnaray Roc is the Founder and President of
ROC Factory LLC, a cultural enterprise that draws together artistic
performance, production, choreography, talent developnent, and gl obal
cultural diplomacy to celebrate and el evate Cari bbean artistic identity;
and

WHEREAS, A fervent advocate for Janmaican dancehall and cultura
exchange, Donnaray Roc has travel ed extensively throughout Europe, North
Anerica, and Africa, including CGhana, where she launched initiatives
such as the Black Star Renai ssance and Akwaaba G and Experience which
were designed to strengthen cultural ties between Jamaica and the
African continent and expand opportunities for artistic collaboration;
and

VWHEREAS, Donnaray Roc's creative work extends across choreography,
t heater production, nusic video direction, event conceptualization, and
artistic | eadership, earning her acclaimas an award-winning artistic



director and dancehall nmaster who has contributed to the gl obal
visibility of Jamai can dance cul ture; and

VWHEREAS, Denonstrating deep conmtnment to community and cultura
education, Donnaray Roc has served as a cultural connector, working to
pronot e dancehal |l and Janaican artistic traditions, enpower energing
perforners, and build platforns where youth from diverse communities can
develop their talents and achieve artistic excellence; and

VWHEREAS, Donnar ay Roc' s remar kabl e career bridges creative
i nnovation and intercultural bridge building, and her artistic vision
continues to inspire audiences, practitioners, and cultural institutions
across continents, expanding the reach of Jamai can expressive arts as an
enduring force in global culture; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Donnaray Roc, upon the occasion of receiving the International
Cul tural Connectivity Awar d, and to conmmend her extraordinary
contributions to artistic excel | ence, cul tural di pl onacy, and
i nternational cultural exchange; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmitted to Donnaray Roc as an expression of the highest respect and
appreciation of this Legislative Body.



