Senat e Resol ution No. 1447
BY: Senat or MARTI NS

COVMENDI NG HEARTS PW upon the occasion of hosting
its Red Party on February 27, 2026, and paying
tribute to its distingui shed honorees

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those organizations and individuals whose comi t ment to
comunity enrichnment, education, and the arts significantly enhances the
quality of life for the residents of the State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, HEARTS PW (Hel ping Enrich the Arts of Port Wshington) has
| ong been dedicated to supporting, pronoting, and sustaining arts and
cultural progranm ng throughout the Port Washi ngton community, thereby

fostering creativity, access, and engagenent for residents of all ages;
and
WHEREAS, HEARTS PW will host its annual Red Party on Friday,

February 27, 2026, a signature fundraising and celebratory event that
hi ghlights the organization's mssion and honors individuals whose
service and | eadershi p have had a profound inpact on the arts in Port
Washi ngt on; and

WHEREAS, This vyear's Red Party proudly honors Eric Gewirtz, Lauren
Foster-Hol zer, and Christine Nelson, three exceptional individuals whose
dedication to arts | eadership and education exenplifies the highest
| deal s of public service and conmmunity comm tnent; and

VWHEREAS, Eric Gewirtz has denonstrated exceptional |eadership
t hrough his service on the HEARTS PWBoard since 2017, including his
tenure as Board President from 2020 through 2025, during which tinme he
gui ded the organi zation through the chall enges of the Covid-19 pandenmc
whil e strengthening its governance and expanding its inpact; and

VWHEREAS, During his presidency, Eric Gewirtz worked closely with the
Board to recruit new nenbers, significantly increase total grant awards
year over Yyear, and elevate the organization's visibility through
strategic and engagi ng storytelling within the Port Wshington
comunity; and

VWHEREAS, A |lifelong advocate for the arts, Eric Gewirtz has built a
di stingui shed career in arts comunications, supporting najor cultural
institutions including the New York Phil harnonic and Lincoln Center, and
now serves as Senior Vice President at Rubenstein Communications, while
continuing to serve HEARTS PW through |eadership of PortFest and
oversi ght of comrunications; and

VWHEREAS, Lauren Foster-Holzer is a dedicated educator and arts
| eader who has directed nusical productions and produced dranm
productions for the Schrei ber Theatre Conpany for the past 17 years,
creating inclusive and inspiring theatrical experiences that foster
artistic growh and personal devel opnent anong students; and



VWHEREAS, A proud aluma and resident of Port Washington, Lauren
Foster-Hol zer has deep roots in the conmmunity and serves the Port

Washi ngton School District as a Special Education teacher at Paul D.
Schrei ber H gh School, as well as an advisor to the Student Council and
a coach of the Portettes; and

VWHEREAS, Through her commtnent to collaboration, creativity, and
student-centered | earning, Lauren Foster-Hol zer has shaped neani ngful
educational and artistic experiences that resonate |long after the final
curtain call, and she remains grateful to be honored by HEARTS PW a
st eadf ast supporter of the Schrei ber Theatre Conpany; and

VWHEREAS, Christine Nelson is a dedicated educator, director, and
t heat er professional who has served the Paul D. Schreiber H gh School
community for many years as both a Science Teacher and a creative
co-| eader of the Schrei ber Theatre Conpany; and

VWHEREAS, Christine Nelson brings extensive professional experience
to her work, including prior service as Lead Teacher for Arts in
Educati on for Nassau County BOCES, performance and directing experience,
and advanced training in educational theater, acting, and directing from
respected institutions; and

WHEREAS, Christine Nelson is being recognized alongside Lauren
Fost er - Hol zer for their nearly two-decade partnership defined by
col l aboration and artistic excellence, through which they have directed
and produced an extensive repertoire of stage plays and nusical s that
have enriched the cultural |ife of Port Wshington and supported the
creative journeys of countless students; and

WHEREAS, The coll ective dedication and achi evenents of the honorees
exenplify the m ssion of HEARTS PWand wunderscore the essential role
that arts organizations and arts educators play in strengthening
comunities and enriching public life; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
comrend HEARTS PWupon the occasion of hosting its Red Party on February
27, 2026, and to honor Eric Gewirtz, Lauren Foster-Hol zer, and Christine
Nel son  for their outstanding service, |eadership, and enduring
contributions to the arts and education in Port Washington; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to HEARTS PWand this year's aforenenti oned honorees.



