Senate Resolution No. 1399
BY: Senat or PERSAUD

LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON nenori al i zi ng Governor Kat hy
Hochul to proclaimApril 29, 2026, as DenimDay in
the State of New York

VWHEREAS, Sexual violence is a horrific and wi despread act of crine
that is broadly defined as any unwant ed sexual contact, including rapes,
ver bal and physical assault, and harassnent; and

WHEREAS, Victins of sexual violence are often blanmed for having
contributed or led to the perpetration of violence through their
behavi or or physical appearance; and

VWHEREAS, In 1999, the |Italian Suprene Court overturned the
conviction of a man accused of rape on the grounds that the victim nust
have hel ped her rapist renove her tight-fitting jeans, thereby inplying
consent; and

VWHEREAS, This ruling infuriated the Italian public, |eading wonmen to
wear denimto work the day after the conviction; and

VWHEREAS, In April of 1999, Patricia G ggans, the Executive Director
of Peace Over Violence, established Denim Day in Los Angeles,
California, in conjunction with Sexual Assault Awareness Mnth; and

VWHEREAS, Since 1999, the event has grown into a worl dw de novenent,
occurring annually in 50 states and over 119 countries and including
femal e, male and LGBTQ participants; and

VWHEREAS, Through the Scarsdale Coalition on Famly Violence's
tireless efforts, DenimDay will take place on, April 29, 2026, in towns
and cities throughout Westchester County and New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Children and adol escents are at high-risk for being victins
of sexual violence, wth half of fermale rape victins reporting
experiencing their first rape before 18, and over a quarter of male rape
victinms raped for the first tine before the age of 10; and

WHEREAS, Over 15,000 people wth developnental disabilities are
raped each year in the United States, and over 20,000 nore estinmated to
have experienced sexual violence; and

VWHEREAS, It is estimated that over 50% of LGTQ individuals have
experienced at |east one incidence of sexual violence; and

WHEREAS, Awar eness canpaigns such as Deni m Day have done nmuch to
enpower victins and their |oved ones, and to educate potential victins
of the dangers of sexual violence; and

WHEREAS, Though nmuch progress has been nmade in the fight agai nst
sexual violence, the fact that al nost 50% of wonen and 20% of nen have



been or wll be victins of sexual violence highlights continued need for
advocacy; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body strongly supports the efforts of the
Scarsdale Coalition on Famly Violence to educate persons in our
comunity about the true inpact of rape and sexual assault in not only
West chester County, but the entire State of New York; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 29, 2026, as Denim
Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
York; and the Scarsdale Coalition on Fam |y Viol ence.



