Senat e Resol ution No. 1321
BY: Senator STEC

MOURNI NG the death of Noel Henry Merrihew 11,
di stinguished citizen and devoted nenber of his
comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose |lifework and civic endeavors
served to enhance the quality of life in their conmunities and the great
State of New York; and

VWHEREAS, Noel Henry Merrihew |11, of Elizabethtown, New York, died
on Sunday, Novenber 2, 2025, at the age of 71; and

VWHEREAS, Noel Henry Merrihew I1l was born to Dr. Noel Henry
Merrihew, Jr., and Doris (H cks) Merrihew in Elizabethtown, New York, on
Decenber 7, 1953; he was the third of four children; and

WHEREAS, Noel Merrihew graduated from Elizabethtown-Lews Central
School in 1972; briefly, he attended State University of New York (SUNY)
at Cobl eskill before entering the United States Arny; and

VHEREAS, After achieving his certification as a nedical I|ab
techni ci an, Noel Merrihew was stationed at Fort Carson, Col orado, where
he worked at an Arny hospital; wupon conpletion of his service, he

returned to Elizabethtown where he worked in the lab at Comunity
Hospital ; and

VWHEREAS, Wile working at the hospital, Noel Merrihew attended
cl asses at SUNY Plattsburgh, receiving his Bachelor of Science in
Chem stry; upon receiving his degree, he left the hospital to becone a
sal esman, selling John Deere heavy equi pnment for Schroon Lake Tractors
in the North Country fromthe m d-1980s through the m d-1990s; and

WHEREAS, Wen Schroon Lake Tractors was bought by KC Canary, Noel
Merrihew remained in the business for a few nore years before taking a
position with A Johnson Lunber Conpany; and

WHEREAS, In 2001, Noel Merrihew was el ected as Supervisor for the
Town of Elizabethtown, a position he held for 20 years; he found great
personal satisfaction in serving his community and assisting comunity
menbers through difficulties; he took pride in bei ng fiscally
conservative and was always mndful of his responsibility to the
t axpayers; he especially enjoyed representing the Town on the Essex
County Board of Supervisors; and

WHEREAS, Through the vyears, Noel Merrihew was a nenber of various
comuni ty boards and organi zati ons, nost notably Elizabet htown Conmunity
Hospital, Elizabethtown-Lew s Youth Comm ssion, Elizabethtown United
Church of Christ, Elizabethtown Kiwanis C ub, and Essex County Anerican
Legi on Post 551; he al so served as Town Assessor from 1992-2001; and



WHEREAS, O all the roles he held in his lifetine, Noel Merri hew s
undi sputed favorite was that of famly man; his playful personality,
wit, and m schi evous streak enabled himto transform mundane chores into

pl aytinme; he was fun and funny, quick with a laugh and full of
anecdotes, and always made tinme for the children; and

VWHEREAS, Noel Merrihew loved his famly and his comunity; he had a
strong sense of civic and personal duty but renained wunassum ng and
kind, making friends easily and maintaining relationships; he was an
optim st who always counted his bl essings and saw the silver linings in
hi s di sappoi ntments; and

VWHEREAS, Noel Merrihew was wunique and irreplaceable and will be
deeply m ssed by his friends and | oved ones; and

VWHEREAS, Left to cherish Noel Merrihew s nenory are his wife of 51
years, Hedy; daughter, Chel sea, and son-in-law, Ryan; son, Noel Hartl ey,
and daughter-in-law, Sara; and grandchildren, Samantha, WIlliam and
Audi e; his absence will be felt by his sisters, Marsha (Ken) and Karen
(Jack); sister-in-law, Suzie; Hume in-laws; and nieces and nephews, each
with their own "Uncle Noel" bestowed ni cknane; he was pre-deceased by
his parents; brother, Geg; and too many friends; and

WHEREAS, Arnmed with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Noel Henry Merrihewlll |eaves behind a | egacy which wll
| ong endure the passage of tinme and will remain as a conforting nenory
to all he served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
mourn the death of Noel Henry Merrihew I1l, distinguished citizen and
devot ed nenber of his comrunity; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Noel Henry Merrihew I11.



