Senate Resolution No. 1192
BY: Senator O MARA

CONGRATULATI NG Superi nt endent St ephen Par ker

Zi el inski upon the occasion of his retirenent after
nore than three decades of devoted service to the
Sout h Seneca Central School District and to public
education in New York State

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commrend those educators within our mdst who have devoted their careers
to the service of others, nurturing the growth and devel opnent of
countl ess young people in this great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to
congratul ate Superintendent Stephen Parker Zielinski upon the occasion
of his retirement after nore than three decades of devoted service to
the South Seneca Central School District and to public education in New
York State; and

VWHEREAS, Superintendent Stephen Parker Zielinski officially retired
on March 7, 2025, after nore than 31 years of outstanding service to the
South Seneca Central School District, culmnating in over a decade as
Its Superintendent of Schools; and

WHEREAS, A proud graduate of Cornell University, Stephen Parker
Zielinski began his career in education wth South Seneca as a
substitute teacher, later joining the Mddle School Team as a science
teacher from 1995 to 2002, and then as a math teacher from 2002 to 2009,
all while earning his master's degree fromthe State University of New
York at Cortland; and

WHEREAS, Known for his <collegial spirit and deep commtnent to
student devel opnent, Stephen Parker Zielinski also shared his |Ilifelong
| ove of sports with students as coach of the Junior Varsity and Varsity
Basebal | teans and as the Bowl ing team coach, bringing insights fromhis
own experience as an lvy League athlete; and

VWHEREAS, | n 2009, Stephen Parker Zielinski transitioned to school
| eadership, serving as Mddle School Principal until 2012, where he
provi ded strong gui dance to students and faculty and helped shape a
culture of academ c and personal growth; and

WHEREAS, As a respected educational |eader beyond his district,

St ephen Parker Zielinski served with distinction in the New York State
M ddl e School Association in nunerous roles including Mddle School
Li aison, Regional Director, Annual State Conference Co-Chair, Vice
President, and ultimately President, where he was wi dely recogni zed for
chanpi oni ng m ddl e-1 evel education and advancing the State Education
Departnment's Essential Elements for Standards-Focused Mddle Level
School s and Prograns; and



VWHEREAS, | n 2012, Stephen Parker Zielinski was appointed Principal
of both the Mddle and H gh School s, further broadening his influence
and inpact within the district, and |later played a leading role in the

merger study with the Romulus Central School District-denonstrating his
readi ness for district-|evel |eadership; and

VWHEREAS, Upon the retirenment of his predecessor in 2013, Stephen
Par ker Zielinski was unani nously selected by the South Seneca Board of
Education to serve as Superintendent of Schools, a role in which he
di stingui shed hinself for over a decade; and

VWHEREAS, Under his |eadership, the South Seneca Central School
District saw the successful conpletion of tw Capital Projects,
i ncluding the construction of a new, state-of-the-art athletic stadium
and a nodern transportation facility; and

WHEREAS, During the COVID 19 pandemi c, Superintendent Stephen Parker
Zielinski provided steady, conpassionate |eadership as he guided the
district through unprecedented chal |l enges, devel oping new instructional
nodels and ensuring the continued education and well-being of South
Seneca's students; and

VWHEREAS, Throughout his career, Stephen Parker Zielinski has
exenplified fairness, open-m ndedness, and a collaborative |eadership
style; he has been a tirel ess advocate for South Seneca at the |ocal,
regional, and state levels, always placing students at the center of
every deci sion; and

VHEREAS, After over t hr ee decades of dedi cat ed servi ce,

Superi nt endent St ephen Par ker Zi el i nski now |ooks forward to
retirement-pursuing |ifelong passions such as supporting the Buffalo
Bills and the Chicago Wite Sox, and fulfilling a dreamof visiting

every Maj or League Baseball stadium and

VWHEREAS, |In recognition of his extraordinary contributions, the new
transportation facility currently under construction will be naned the
St ephen Parker Zielinski Transportation Facility, ensuring his |egacy
will live on for generations to cone; and

VWHEREAS, Superintendent Stephen Parker Zielinski's enduring |egacy
is reflected in the lives of the countless students, educators, and
comunity nmenbers he has inspired through his wisdom humlity, and
unwavering commtment to excellence in education; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend and congratul ate Superintendent Stephen Parker Zielinski upon
t he occasion of his well-deserved retirenent, to honor his decades of
di stingui shed service to the students, faculty, and famlies of the
Sout h Seneca Central School District, and to extend to him best w shes
for continued health and happiness in all his future endeavors; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be



transmtted to Superintendent Stephen Parker Zielinski.



