Senate Resolution No. 1184
BY: Senator GRI FFO

COMVEMORATI NG the |ife and service of World War |
Veteran Private Harland J. Hennessey

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

VWHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmenorate the
life and service of Wrld War |1 Veteran Pvt. Harland J. Hennessey
post hunmousl y upon the occasion of the identification and return of his
remains to the United States; and

WHEREAS, The Defense PONM A Accounting Agency in Washi ngton, D.C.
recently announced that the remains of US. Any Pvt. Harland J.
Hennessey were identified on Septenber 23, 2024; and

WHEREAS, Harland J. Hennessey, born on Septenber 1, 1918, enlisted
in the United States Arny during World War 11, and was a nenber of the
803rd Engineer Battalion, Aviation stationed in the Philippines, when
Japanese forces invaded the Philippine Islands in Decenber of 1942; and

VWHEREAS, Pvt. Harland J. Hennessey was captured by eneny forces and
held as a prisoner of war when U S. forces in Bataan surrendered to the
Japanese; and

WHEREAS, Thousands of U S. and Filipino service nenbers were
captured and interned at prisoner of war (PON canps; Pvt. Harland J.
Hennessey and other POM were forced into the 65-m | e Bataan Death March
and then held at the Cabanatuan POV Canp No. 1; and

WHEREAS, Pvt. Harland J. Hennessey died on Novenber 1, 1942, at the
early age of 24, and was one of nore than 2,500 POM who perished in the
canp; and

VWHEREAS, The <cause of the brave veteran's death was Beriberi-a
di sease brought on by an insufficient diet and the exertion of walking
in the death march; Pvt. Harland J. Hennessey was buried in a conmnon
grave in the Philippines; and

VWHEREAS, The Def ense PON M A Accounti ng Agency exhumed the gravesite
there in 2018 and Pvt. Harland J. Hennessey's renmains were finally
identified with the help of a DNA sanple provided by his nephew, John
Hennessey of Boonville, New Yor; and

WHEREAS, Pvt. Harland J. Hennessey's nane is nenorialized on the
Cabanatuan Menorial in the Philippines that was erected by survivors of
t he Bataan Death March and the prisoner of war canp at Cabanatuan; he is
also listed on the Wlls of the Mssing at the Manila American Cenetery
in the Philippines; and



WHEREAS, O her descendants of Pvt. Harland J. Hennessey still in the
Boonville area include his niece, Patricia Hennessey-John Hennessey's

sister; and John's wife, Sue, with whomhe has three children and 11
grandchi |l dren; and

VWHEREAS, Upon the return of his remains hone, Pvt. Harland J.
Hennessey will be buried with his parents, Howard and Dorothy Hennessey,
in the Boonville Cenetery; and

WHEREAS, The VFW Post which was nanmed in this distinguished
veteran's honor also intends to host a celebration in honor of this
nonent ous occasion which will bring closure to the veteran's famly and
friends; and

WHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
with which these nmen and wonen served their country, and must recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who gave their
lives for their beloved Nation and to those who continue to be m ssing
in action; and

WHEREAS, Havi ng exhibited his patriotismboth at hone and abroad,
Pvt . Harland J. Hennessey denonstrated his love for his country and
nerits forevernore the highest respect of his State and Nation; and

VWHEREAS, CQur Nation's veterans deserve to be recogni zed, comrended,
and t hanked by the people of the State of New York for their service and
for their dedication to their conmmunities, their State and their Nation
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the life and service of World War 1l Veteran Private Harl and
J. Hennessey; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Private Harland J. Hennessey.



