Senate Resol ution No. 1131
BY: Senator ROLI SON

POSTHUMOUSLY honoring the |life and service of
United States Arny Air Forces Staff Sergeant Eugene
J. Darrigan who was laid to rest in his honetown of
Wappi ngers Falls, New York, on May 24, 2025, nore
t han ei ght decades after his death in Wrld War 1|1

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arnmed Services fromthe State of New York,
who have served so valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedomwas at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace
i n peacetinme, deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize and
honor the nenory and sacrifice of those who served with courage and
di stinction in our nation's armed forces; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Eugene J. Darrigan, a proud native son of
the Village of Wappingers Falls, Dutchess County, New York, served with
great bravery as a radio operator in the United States Arny Air Forces
during World War I1; and

WHEREAS, On March 11, 1944, while serving aboard the B-24 bonber
"Heaven Can Wait," Staff Sergeant Darrigan and 10 fellow crew nenbers
were tragically killed in action when their aircraft was struck by eneny
fire and crashed off the coast of New Gui nea; and

WHEREAS, For 81 years, the remains of the "Heaven Can WAit" crew
wer e deenmed unrecoverable, lost in the depths of the Pacific Ocean; and

WHEREAS, Through the extraordinary efforts of Project Recover-a
nonprofit organization dedicated to |locating and returning mssing
Anerican service nenbers-in partnership with the Defense POW M A
Accounti ng Agency (DPAA) and researchers fromthe Scripps Institution of
Qceanogr aphy, the wreckage of the aircraft was |located in 2017 foll ow ng
an extensive underwater search; and

WHEREAS, In 2023, the DPAA |aunched its deepest-ever underwater
recovery mssion, deploying elite Navy divers in a pressurized bell to
recover renmains and artifacts fromthe crash site over 200 feet bel ow
the ocean's surface; and

WHEREAS, Anopng the recovered itens were dog tags bearing the nane of
Staff Sergeant Eugene J. Darrigan, linking the remains to this heroic
airman and restoring his place in history; and

WHEREAS, On May 24, 2025, Staff Sergeant Eugene J. Darrigan was
finally laid to rest with full mlitary honors in his honetown of
Wappi ngers Falls, wth nore than 200 nenbers of the comunity, famly,
and fellow citizens paying their respects; and

WHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Eugene J. Darrigan left behind a |oving



wi fe, Florence Schindler, and a young son, Thomas D. Schindler, both of
whom have since passed; he is survived by grandchildren and extended

famly nenbers, including his niece, Virginia Pineiro, who solemly
accepted the folded flag in his honor; and

VWHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Eugene J. Darrigan's return hone represents
a profound and | ong-awaited honeconmi ng, not only for his famly, but for
the grateful community of Wappingers Falls and the nation he served,
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor United States Arny Air Forces Staff Sergeant Eugene J. Darrigan
post hunously, recognizing his selfless service, suprenme sacrifice, and
| ong-overdue return, and to express the heartfelt gratitude of the
peopl e of New York State; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to the famly of Staff Sergeant Eugene J. Darrigan, as a
synbol of our enduring respect and renmenbrance.



