Senate Resolution No. 1066
BY: Senator MYRI E

MEMORI ALI ZI NG Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
Oct ober 9, 2025, as Sneakers Day in the State of New
Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize
official days that are set aside to increase awareness of Anerican nade
products that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

VWHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord wth its
| ong-standing traditions, it 1is the sense of this Legislative Body to
menorial i ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim October 9, 2025, as
Sneakers Day in the State of New York, in conjunction wth the

observance of National Sneakers Day; and

VWHEREAS, Nati onal Sneakers Day cel ebrates sneakers, which are shoes
designed for use in sports or for other types of physical exercise, but
are often also used as an informal shoe for everyday use and referred to
by other terns such as tennis shoes, kicks, or gym shoes; and

VWHEREAS, The origins of sneakers can be dated to the late 18th
century when people wore rubber-sol ed shoes called plinsolls; and

VWHEREAS, Around 1892, the U 'S. Rubber Conpany designed nore
confortabl e rubber sneakers with canvas tops, called Keds; and

VWHEREAS, In 1917, Henry Nel son McKi nney, an advertising agent, used
the term "sneaker" because the rubber sole made the shoe stealthy and
qui et, and much easier to "sneak" around; and

WHEREAS, |In 1923, an Indiana basketball star naned Chuck Tayl or
endorsed the shoes, after which cane the Chuck Taylor All-Stars, the
best-sel ling basketball shoes of all time; and

WHEREAS, Sneakers went international in 1924, when a German naned
Adi Dassl er created a sneaker he naned after hinself, Adidas; and

WHEREAS, Sales of sneakers really took off in 1984, when M chael
Jordan signed a contract to wear a Ni ke shoe <called Ar Jordans, the
nost fanous sneaker ever made; and

VWHEREAS, Wth the advent of the internet, sneaker trends from
previ ous decades were accelerated due to the invention of smartphones;
gl obal i zati on and the advancenent of new technologies have also
I ncreased the worl dwi de spread of sneaker popularity with social nedia
as a communi cation tool; and

VHEREAS, In 2020, the global sneaker nmarket was valued at
approxi mately US$79 billion and is predicted to reach US$120 billion by
2026; and



VWHEREAS, Sneaker s were born in the United States and have
continually evolved throughout the last 131 years since the introduction

of the Keds in 1892; sneakers are designed for sports and physical
exercise which is inportant for overall wellness; and

WHEREAS, In addition to the health benefits of sneakers, they
epitom ze cultural trends such as the Converse with rock 'n roll, and
Puma, Ni ke, and Adidas with hip-hop; today, collectors of sneakers are
known as sneaker heads; and

VWHEREAS, Sneakers are confortable, and nany people |love to wear them
to any occasi on whet her you are just relaxing at home, playing sports,
going to school, or even for work; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menoriali ze Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim October 9, 2025, as
Sneakers Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a <copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be
transmtted to The Honorabl e Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



