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STATE OF NEW YORK

9663

| N ASSEMBLY

January 21, 2026

Introduced by M of A CASHWAN -- read once and referred to the Comit-
tee on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to establishing the
of fice of Native Anerican affairs

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The executive law is anmended by adding a new article 15-D
to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 15-D
CFFI CE OF NATI VE AMERI CAN AFFAI RS
Section 328-d. Ofice of Native Arerican affairs.
328-e. Ceneral functions, powers and duties.

8 328-d. Ofice of Native Anerican affairs. 1. There is hereby created
in the executive department an office of Native Anerican affairs. The
head of the office shall be the conmmi ssioner of Native Anerican affairs
who shall be appointed by the governor and who shall hold office at the
pl easure of the governor.

2. The conmi ssioner shall receive an annual salary to be fixed by the
governor within the anmbunt nade available therefor by an appropriation
and shall be allowed such conmissioner's actual and necessary expenses
in the performance of such conm ssioner's duties.

3. The conmissioner shall direct the work of the office and shall be
the chief executive officer of the office. The comm ssioner nay appoint
such officers and enployees as such conm ssioner may deem necessary,
prescribe their duties, fix their conpensation, and provide for the
rei nbursenent of their expenses, all wthin anpunts nade available
therefor by appropriation.

8§ 328-e. Ceneral functions, powers and duties. The office of Native
Anerican affairs by and through the conmi ssioner or such conm ssioner's
duly authorized officers and enpl oyees, shall

1. Act as a centralized office for Native Anerican nations to access
information on state prograns that are provided to Native Anericans.
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2. Develop and maintain cooperative relationships between New York

state's Native nations, Native organi zations, Native Anerican citizens,
and the state.

3. Establish, manage., coordinate, and facilitate Native Anerican-re-
lated policies, positions, and prograns.

4. Advise and assist state agencies in developing policies, plans. and
prograns for Native Anericans.

5. Serve as a connector for New York state's Native nations to other

state agencies and prograns.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after

it shall have becone a | aw




