STATE OF NEW YORK

9516

| N ASSEMBLY

January 12, 2026

Introduced by M of A DILAN -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Correction

AN ACT to anend the correction |aw and the executive law, in relation to
t he di sclosure of video footage and audio recordings related to the
death of an incarcerated individual involving certain correction offi-
cers or peace officers (Part A); to anend the correction law, in
relation to establishing conprehensive canera coverage for covered
facilities and covered vehicles; and to repeal certain provisions of
the correction law relating to requiring institutions and |[|oca
correctional facilities to adhere to certain canera footage, recording
and investigation standards (Part B); to anend the correction law, in
relation to next of kin notifications where the death of an incarcer-
ated individual occurs (Part C); to anend a chapter of the |laws of
2025 directing the state conm ssion of correction to conduct a conpre-
hensi ve study on deaths in state correctional facilities wthin New
York state, as proposed in legislative bill nunbers S. 8415 and A
8871, inrelation to the tine within which the state commi ssion of

correction shall issue a report of the findings of such study (Part
D); to amend the county law, in relation to providing access to mcro-
scopi ¢ slides upon request for certain autopsies (Part E); inten-

tionally omtted (Part F); to anend the correction law, in relation to
data on substantiated, unfounded, and unsubstantiated allegations
received by the office of special investigations (Part G; to anend
the correction law, in relation to nenbership of the state comm ssion
of correction; and to amend a chapter of the |aws of 2025 anending the
correction law relating to the nmenbership of the state conmmi ssion of
correction, as proposed in legislative bill nunbers S. 8415 and A
8871, inrelation to the effectiveness thereof (Part H); to amend the
correction law, in relation to correctional facility visits by the
correctional association (Part |); and to anend the civil practice |aw
and rul es, the general municipal |law and the court of clains act, in
relation to the tolling of statute of linmtations for individuals in
state custody; to anend part J of a chapter of the laws of 2025 anmend-
ing the civil practice |law and rules, the general nunicipal law and
the court of clainms act relating to the tolling of statute of linita-
tions for individuals in state custody, as proposed in legislative
bill nunbers S. 8415 and A 8871, in relation to the effectiveness

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted
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thereof; and to repeal certain provisions of the general nunicipal |aw
relating thereto (Part J)

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act enacts into | aw nmajor conponents of legislation
necessary to inplenent updates to the omibus bill of 2025 related to
correctional services in the state of New York. Each conponent is wholly
contained within a Part identified as Parts A through J. The effective
date for each particular provision contained within such Part is set
forth in the last section of such Part. Any provision in any section
contained within a Part, including the effective date of the Part, which
makes a reference to a section "of this act"”, when used in connection
with that particul ar conponent, shall be deened to nean and refer to the
correspondi ng section of the Part in which it is found. Section three of
this act sets forth the general effective date of this act.

PART A

Section 1. Section 22-b of the correction |law, as added by a chapter
of the laws of 2025 anending the correction lawrelating to requiring
the disclosure of video footage related to the death of an incarcerated
i ndividual involving a correctional officer, as proposed in |legislative
bill nunmbers S. 8415 and A 8871, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8§ 22-b. Disclosure of video footage related to the death of incarcer-
ated individuals involving [eer+eetional] correction officers or peace
officers enployed by the departnent. 1. Definition. As wused in this
section the term"video footage" shall include, but not be limted to,
recordings fromfixed or stationary caneras, body-worn caneras, handheld
devi ces, or any other recordi ng equi prent mnai ntained or used by correc-
tional staff within an institution or correctional facility.

2. Duty to disclose. The departnent shall disclose to the attorney
general's office of special investigation any video footage that such
office deenms to be related to the death of an incarcerated individual.
This shall include any case in which the attorney general's office of
special investigation determnes the death involves a [eer+rectienal]
correction officer or peace officer enployed by the departnent.

3. Tinmeframe for disclosure. [Such—r-deofootage—shall—be—disclosed
within seventy-two howrs of the gocourrenceof the death] The commi ssion-

er or comnissioner's designee shall nake reasonable good faith efforts
to ascertain the existence of and obtain any relevant video footage or
audio recordings that existed or that may be related to the death and
shall disclose such video footage or audio records wthin seventy-two
hours of the occurrence of the death. If the conm ssioner or conmi SsSion-
er's designee |learns of additional video footage or audio recordings
which are related to the death, the commi ssioner or conm ssioner's
desi gnee shall disclose such recordings within twenty-four hours of such
discovery and provide the circunstances surrounding the discovery of
such records to the attorney general's office of special investigations.

4. Redactions and exceptions. [{2)+] No redactions shall be nade to the
vi deo footage before it is disclosed to the attorney general's office of
speci al investigation. [Fhe—sattorney—general—s—office—-of——special—nves—
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8§ 2. Section 500-q of the correction |aw, as added by a chapter of the
| aws of 2025 amending the correction law relating to requiring the
disclosure of video footage related to the death of an incarcerated
i ndi vidual involving a correctional officer, as proposed in |egislative
bill numbers S. 8415 and A 8871, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8 500-q. Disclosure of video footage related to the death of incarcer-
ated individuals involving [eer+eectionral] correction officers or peace
officers enployed at a |local correctional facility. 1. Definition. As
used in this section, "video footage" shall include, but not be imted
to, recordings fromfixed or stationary caneras, body-worn caneras,
handhel d devices, or any other recording equipnment mintained or used
by correctional staff within a local correctional facility.

2. Duty to disclose. Any local correctional facility shall disclose to
the attorney general's office of speci al i nvestigation any vi deo
f oot age that such office deens to be related to the death of an incar-
cerated individual. This shall include any case in which the attor-
ney general's office of special investigation determnes the death
i nvolves a [eerrectional] correction officer or peace officer enployed
at a local correctional facility.

3. Timefranme for disclosure. |

=k ] The chi ef
adnm nistrative officer of the local correctional facility or chief
adnm nistrative officer's designee shall nmake reasonable good faith
efforts to ascertain the existence of and obtain any relevant video

footage or audio recordings that existed or that may be related to the
death and shall disclose such video footage or audio records wthin
seventy-two hours of the occurrence of the death. If the chief adminis-
trative officer of the |local correctional facility or chief adnministra-
tive officer's designee subsequently |earns of additional video footage
or audio recordings which are related to the death, the chief adminis-
trative officer or the chief admnistrative officer's designee shal
di scl ose such recordings within twenty-four hours of such discovery and
provide the circunstances surrounding the discovery of such records to
the attorney general's office of special investigations.

4. Redactions and exceptions. [&)>] No redactions shall be nade to the
vi deo footage before it is disclosed to the attorney general's office of

speci al investigation. [Fhe—sattorney—general—s—ofiice—of——special—inves—

8§ 3. Section 70-b of the executive lawis anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 3-a to read as foll ows:

3-a. (a) The attorney general shall maintain the confidentiality of
all video footage and audio recordings received and revi ewed.

(b) Disclosure of any audio recordings or video footage shall be
del ayed, at the attorney general's discretion, only if such a disclosure
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woul d conprom se an ongoing crinmnal investigation or prosecution, or at
the request of the decedent's fanmly.

(c) Redactions of audio records or video footage shall be nmade pursu-
ant to its video rel ease policy.

(d) Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to prohibit or
restrict the disclosure of audio recordings or video footage to any
person or entity otherwise lawfully entitled to receive such recordings
or footage pursuant to law, court order, or |lawful process.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the sane date and in the sanme
manner as part A of a chapter of the laws of 2025 anending the
correction law relating to requiring the disclosure of video footage
related to the death of an incarcerated individual involving a correc-
tional officer, as proposed in legislative bill nunbers S. 8415 and A
8871, takes effect.

PART B

Section 1. Section 628 of the correction | aw, as added by a chapter of
the laws of 2025 relating to requiring institutions and 1local correc-
tional facilities to adhere to certain canera footage, recordi ng and
i nvestigation standards, as proposed in legislative bill nunbers S.
8415 and A. 8871, is REPEALED

§ 2. The correction law is anmended by adding a new section 135-a to
read as foll ows:

8 135-a. Fixed canera coverage. 1. Definitions. For the purposes of
this section, the following terns shall have the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "Covered facility" neans any institution or correctional facility
operated by the departnent of corrections and community supervision

(b) "Covered vehicle" neans any vehicle used for the transport of
incarcerated individuals.

(c) "Conprehensive canera coverage" neans the installation, operation
and mmintenance of fixed or stationary caneras sufficient to capture,
wi t hout conplete fixed obstruction, audio and clear visual footage of
the activities and novenent of all persons within all housing units,
conmmon areas, nedical units, corridors, program and service areas,
entrances, exits, and other spaces in which incarcerated individuals are
present in each such covered facility, operating twenty-four hours a
day, with the exception of the interior of cells, showers, and toilet
areas and operating within each covered vehicle at any tinme such vehicle
is occupied by any individual.

d "Recording request"” neans a formal request for access to fixed or
stationary canera footage nmade by |egal representatives, prosecutors,
defendants, or their counsel, relevant to any investigation or |egal

proceedi ng involving a covered facility.

2. Wthin one hundred eighty days of the effective date of this
section, the conmm ssioner shall develop a plan to establish conprehen-
sive canera coverage for each covered facility and within each covered
vehicle, which shall include the financial and operational feasibility
of establishing such coverage and storing and retaining footage of such
coverage, as well as reasonable projected tinelines for inplenentation
at each facility. Upon conpletion of the witten plan, the conmi ssioner
shall pronptly transmt the plan to the speaker of the assenbly, the
tenporary president of the senate., and the governor.

3. Following transmission of the witten plan required pursuant to
subdi vision two of this section, the conm ssioner shall imediately take
all reasonabl e and necessary steps to commence inplenentation of the
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plan and to establish conprehensive canera coverage at each covered
facility and within each covered vehicle in accordance with the tine-

lines set forth therein, subject to the availability of appropriated
funds. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit or
di scourage the commi ssioner frominitiating i nplenentation of any conpo-
nent of the plan prior to such transm ssion

4. Wthin one hundred eighty days of the effective date of this
section, the conm ssioner shall pronmulgate rules and regulations to
ensure that once a covered facility or covered vehicle has been equi pped
with conprehensive canera coverage, such covered facility or covered
vehicle shall nmintain a consistent state of coverage. Such rules and
reqgulations shall, at a mninum include:

(a) routine inspection of canera placenent, functionality, inmage qual -
ity, and data retention;

(b) protocols for addressing non-functioning caneras, i ncl udi ng
reasonable tinefranes for repair or replacenent;

c rocedures for docunenting and investigating equipnent failures or
gaps in coverage, including blind spots;

(d) requirenents for retention, storage., and secure access to canera
footage, including a mninmnumretention period of no Il ess than sixty days
for all footage, and a requirenent that any footage related to an inves-
tigation by the departnent's office of special investigations regarding
an allegation of staff m sconduct or crimnal activity be preserved for
no less than five years, or longer if required by law investigation
litigation hold, or adm nistrative proceeding; and

(e) reqular review of canera systens to ensure continued effectiveness
in pronmoting safety, accountability, and facility operations.

5. Fixed or stationary canera footage fromcovered facilities and
covered vehicles under this section shall be provided if a fornal
recording request is nade and acconpanied by a valid subpoena or a court
order issued by a court of conpetent jurisdiction. Nothing in this
subdi vision shall be construed to prohibit or restrict the disclosure of
audio recordings or video footage to any person or entity otherw se
lawfully entitled to receive such recordings or footage pursuant to | aw,
court order, or lawful process.

6. The office of the state inspector general nmay receive and investi-
gate conplaints fromany source, or upon the inspector general's own
initiative, concerni ng allegations of failure to adhere to the
provisions of this section. The office of the state inspector genera
may al so conduct audits of covered facilities, as appropriate, to ensure
conpliance with this section.

7. The commi ssioner shall nmake an annual report to the speaker of the
assenbly, the tenporary president of the senate, the governor, and the
state inspector general of the actions taken pursuant to this section
including, but not linmted to, docunentation of incidents and investi-
gations regarding equipnent failures or gaps in coverage beginning one
year after the effective date of this section; provided, however, that
the report shall be prepared in a nmanner that does not underm ne or
conpromi se facility security, the safety of staff or incarcerated indi-
vidual s, or ongoing investigations.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.

PART C

Section 1. Section 624 of the correction | aw, as anmended by part C of
a chapter of the |laws of 2025 anending the correction law relating to
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providing notice of the death of an incarcerated individual occurring in
the custody of the departnent of corrections and conmunity supervision
as proposed in legislative bill nunbers S. 8415 and A 8871, is anended
to read as follows:

8 624. Next of kin; death of incarcerated individual. 1. (a) The
departnent shall pronptly notify the next of kin and any other person
designated as the representative of any incarcerated individual whose
death takes place during custody.

(b) The departnent shall pronptly notify the next of kin and any ot her
person designated as a representative of the circunstances surrounding
the death of such incarcerated individual, the nedical procedures used
and the cause of death [FneLud+ng—p#eL+n+na#y—de%e#n+na%+ens——and——#+na#
determnation] as reported [by—ar] in the final autopsy report as such
i nformati on becones avail abl e. The departnent shall be responsive to
inquiries fromthe next of kin and other person designated as the repre-
sentative regarding the prelimnary determ nation.

(c) The next of kin and other person designated as a representative
shall be identified fromthe emergency contact information previously
provided by the incarcerated individual to the departnent.

2. Wthin [#twepty—fou] forty-eight hours after the next of kin and
any ot her person designated as a representative has been notified of
such death, the departnment shall publish public notice of such death on
the departnent's website.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the same date and in the sane
manner as section 2 of part C of a chapter of the | aws of 2025 anendi ng
the correction law relating to providing notice of the death of an
incarcerated individual occurring in the custody of the departnent of
corrections and community supervision, as proposed in legislative bil
nunbers S. 8415 and A 8871, takes effect.

PART D

Section 1. Section 2 of part D of a chapter of the | aws of 2025
directing the state conm ssion of correction to conduct a conprehensive
study on deaths in state correctional facilities within New York state
as proposed in legislative bill nunbers S. 8415 and A 8871, is anended
to read as follows:

8 2. Wthin [ene—rear] eighteen nonths of the effective date of this
act, the state commission of correction shall issue a report of the
findings of the study to the governor, the tenporary president of the
senate and the speaker of the assenbly.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the same date and in the sane
manner as part D of a chapter of the laws of 2025 directing the state
comm ssion of correction to conduct a conprehensive study on deaths in
state correctional facilities within New York state, as proposed in
| egislative bill nunbers S. 8415 and A 8871, takes effect.

PART E

Section 1. Subdivision 6 of section 677 of the county law, as anended
by section 3 of part E of a chapter of the laws of 2025 amending the
county law relating to requiring autopsy reports to include photographs,
m croscopi ¢ slides, and post-nortem x-rays taken by, at the direction
of, or reviewed by the person perform ng the autopsy, as proposed in
| egislative bill nunbers S. 8415 and A 8871, is anended to read as
fol | ows:
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6. Notw thstanding section six hundred seventy of this article or any
ot her provision of law, the coroner, coroner's physician or medica
exam ner shal | pronptly provide the [e&hai+rperson] chair of the
correction medical review board and the comm ssioner of corrections and
community supervision wth copies of any autopsy report, toxicol ogical
report or any report of any exam nation or inquiry prepared with respect
to any death occurring to an incarcerated individual of a correctiona
facility as defined by subdivision three of section forty of the
correction lawwithin their county; and shall pronptly provide the exec-
utive director of the justice center for the protection of people wth
special needs wth copies of any autopsy report, toxicology report or
any report of any examination or inquiry prepared with respect to the
death of any service recipient occurring while such person was a resi-
dent in any facility operated, licensed or certified by any agency with-
in the departnent of nmental hygiene, the office of children and fanmily
services, the departnent of health or the state education departnment. |f
the toxicological report is prepared pursuant to any agreenent or
contract with any person, partnership, corporation or governnental agen-
cy with the coroner or medical exami ner, such report shall be pronmptly
provided to the [e&hai+rperson] chair of the correction nedical review
board, the comm ssioner of corrections and comunity supervision or the
executive director of +the justice center for the protection of people
wi th special needs, as appropriate, by such person, partnership, corpo-
ration or governnental agency. For the purposes of this subdivision, in
addition to anything else required by law, [an] the copy of the autopsy
report shall include all photographs of the body[ —#-e+oscopic—siides]
and post-nortem x-rays taken by or at the direction of the person
perform ng the autopsy, and all photographs[—-ecroescopie—s-des-] and
post-nortem x-rays reviewed by the person perform ng the autopsy in the
course of their examnation or in the course of their diagnosis of the
cause of death and the means or nanner of death. Such copy of the
autopsy report may also include inmages of all microscopic slides taken
by or at the direction of the person performng the autopsy and inages
of all mcroscopic slides reviewed by the person perform ng the autopsy
in the course of their examination or in the course of their diagnosis
of the cause of death and the nmeans or manner of death. |If such inages
of mcroscopic slides are not included in the copy of the autopsy report
provi ded pursuant to this subdivision, the copy of the autopsy report
shall indicate that such imges of mcroscopic slides have been onmitted
and, upon request of the chair of the correction nedical review board,
the conmm ssioner of corrections and conmmunity supervision or the execu-
tive director of the justice center for the protection of people with
special needs, a coroner, coroner's physician or nedical exaniner shal
pronptly provide access to inspect such microscopic slides or, where
practicable, provide imges of such m croscopic slides.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the sanme date and in the sane
manner as part E of a chapter of the | aws of 2025 anmendi ng the county
law relating to requiring autopsy reports to include photographs, mcro-
scopi c slides, and post-nortem x-rays taken by, at the direction of, or
reviewed by the person performng the autopsy, as proposed in |egisla-
tive bill nunbers S. 8415 and A 8871, takes effect.

PART F

Intentionally Omtted
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PART G

Section 1. Subdivision 7 of section 112 of the correction |law, as
added by a chapter of the laws of 2025 anending the correction |[|aw
relating to reports on data collected fromthe office of special inves-
tigations, as proposed in legislative bill nunbers S. 8415 and A 8871,
is amended to read as follows:

7. (a) For the purposes of this subdivision the following terns shall
have the foll ow ng neanings:

(i) "Substantiated allegation" neans an allegation that was investi-
gated and determined to have occurred. An allegation is deternmned to
have occurred based on a preponderance of the evidence;

(ii) "Unfounded allegation" neans an allegation that was investigated
and deternined not to have occurred;

(iii) "Unsubstantiated allegation" neans an allegation that was inves-
tigated and the investigation produced insufficient evidence to make a
final determnation as to whether or not the event occurred.

(b) The commi ssioner shall collect data from the office of special
i nvestigations established by the departnment and report quarterly to the
speaker of the assenbly, the tenporary president of the senate, and the
governor regarding conplaints received the previous quarter by the
office. For the report period, such data and report shall include, but
not be linmted to:

(i) the nunber of [eeprH+rerd—and—urconrfi+rrrd—conptaints] substanti-
ated, unsubstantiated, and unfounded allegations received by the office
of special investigations categorized by [faetity—the—corplalnt—origi—
nated—F+ron] location of the alleged incident, conmplaint type or allega-
tion, subject of the [eonplaint] allegation (i.e. incarcerated individ-
ual, security staff, civilian staff, or other), and how the [cesplaint]
al |l egation was received by the office;

(ii) the total nunber of conplaints: assigned for an investigation by
the office of special investigations; assigned to each division or unit
within the office of special investigations; referred to the appropriate
central office division head; referred to a facility superintendent or
community supervision bureau chief for investigation; referred to a
facility superintendent or conmmunity supervision bureau chief for other
appropriate action; and referred to a state, local, or federal agency

mﬁph_jurisdiction. Such data shall include the [facitityy—the—conplaint

of+ginated—++or] location of the alleged incident and the conplaint type
or allegation;

(iii) the total nunmber of investigations closed by each office of
speci al investigations unit or division within the reporting time peri-
od;

(iv) the total nunber of referrals for crimnal prosecution. Such data
shall include the [{faeitity—the—conplalnt—originated—d+on] |ocation of
the alleged incident, the conplaint type or allegation, and the subject
of the [eesplaint] allegation (i.e. incarcerated individual, security
staff, civilian staff, or other);

(v) the total nunber of referrals to the departnment's bureau of | abor
relations for consideration of enployee disciplinary charges including
[ whi-ch—facitity—the—referral—originated—fron] the location of the
all eged incident; and

(vi) office of speci al investigations staffing data including the
total nunber of staff, position type, and nunber of open positions.

[)F] (c) The conmissioner shall report annually the average | ength of
time to close an investigation by the office of special investigation by
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division for each correctional facility and any reconmendati ons made by

the office of special investigations to the relevant departnental
program areas for consideration of a revision to a policy or procedure.
Such report shall categorize such recomendations by facility, the

nature of the reconmendation, and any action taken in response to the
recomrendat i on.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the same date and in the same
manner as a chapter of the laws of 2025 anending the correction |[|aw
relating to reports on data collected fromthe office of special inves-
tigations, as proposed in |legislative bill nunbers S. 8415 and A 8871,
t akes effect.

PART H

Section 1. Section 41 of the correction |aw, as amended by section 1
and subdivision 1 as anended by section 2 of part H of a chapter of the
laws of 2025 anmending the correction law relating to the nmenbership of
the state conm ssion of correction, as proposed in legislative bil
nunbers S. 8415 and A 8871, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 41. State conmi ssion of correction; organization. 1. (a) There shal
be within the executive departnment a state conmission of correction. It
shal |l consist of [sinre] five persons, |[ithree—of—whom—shall] to be

app0|nted by t he governor[——+Me—ei—Mhen+shaLL—be—appo+n%ed—hy—+he—speak-

eL——an——eLL+e+en%——hu4ane——and—Lam#HL—G@;#@G%+enaL—sysLen] At a m ni num

one nenber appointed shall be a person fornerly incarcerated in a
correctional facility located in New York and one nenber appointed shal

have one or nore of the following qualifications: licensure as a
heal t hcare professional authorized to practice in New York state; licen-

sure as an attorney authorized to practice in this state who has a
prof essional background in indigent crimnal defense or prisoner's
rights litigation or experience as a legal policy professional who has
professional experience related to the rights of incarcerated individ-
ual s; or professional experience in another field deened relevant to the
pronotion of an efficient, humane, and lawful correctional system Two
of the nmenbers shall be part-tine.

(c) The |[#aenbers—ofthe—commssion] governor shall [aspualby] desig-
nate one of the appointed full-tinme nmenbers as chairperson to serve as
such at [suych—rerbers—ofthe——comr-ssion—s]| the pleasure of the governor.
The part-tine nenbers appointed to the comm ssion shall receive a per
diemof five hundred dollars for work actually perfornmed not to exceed
fifty thousand dollars in any one calendar year. The full-tine nmenbers
shall devote full time to their duties and shall hold no other salaried
public position.




OCoO~NOUIRWN P

A. 9516 10

2. The _nenbers shaII hol d offlce for terns of flve years[——p#e¥+ded

ati-en—shall—servefor—atermof—four—years]. No nenber shall serve for
nmore than ten years. Any nenber of the comm ssion may be renpved by the

[ appointing—adthority—who—nRonnated—the—rprber] governor for cause after

an opportunity to be heard in such nenber's defense.

3. Any nmenber chosen to fill a vacancy created other than by expira-
tion of term shall be appointed for the unexpired term of the nenber
whom such new nenber is to succeed. Vacancies caused by expiration of
term or otherwise shall be filled in the same nmanner as original

appoi nt nent s.

8§ 2. Subdivision (a) of section 42 of the correction |aw, as added by
chapter 865 of the laws of 1975, paragraph 1 as anended by section 34 of
part PP of chapter 56 of the |aws of 2022, paragraph 2 as anended by
chapter 309 of the laws of 1996, paragraph 3 as amended by section 2,
paragraph 4 as amended by section 3, and paragraph 5 as anended by
section 4 of part HH of chapter 55 of the laws of 2025, 1is anended to
read as foll ows:

(a) 1. There shall be within the comm ssion a citizen's policy and
conplaint review council. It shall consist of nine persons [+o], six of
whom shall be appointed by the governor, by and with the advice and

consent of the senate. One person so appointed shall have served in the
armed forces of the United States in any foreign war, conflict or mli-
tary occupation, who (i) was discharged therefrom under other than
di shonorable conditions, or (ii) has a qualifying condition, as defined
in section one of the veterans' services law, and has received a
di scharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable fromsuch service, or
(iii) is a discharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section one of the
veterans' services law, and has received a discharge other than bad
conduct or dishonorable fromsuch service, or shall be a duly licensed
mental health professional who has professional experience or training
with regard to post-traumatic stress syndronme. One person so appointed
shall be an attorney admitted to practice in this state. One person so
appoi nted shall be a forner incarcerated individual of a correctional
facility. One person so appointed shall be a former correction officer.
One person so appointed shall be a fornmer resident of a division for
yout h secure center or a health care professional duly licensed to prac-
tice in this state. One person so appointed shall be a forner enpl oyee
of the office of children and fam |y services who has directly super-

vised youth in a secure residential center operated by such office. In
addition, the part-time conm ssion nenbers appointed shall serve on the
council. lastly, the governor shall designate one of the full-time

menbers other than the chair of the comm ssion as chair of the counci
to serve as such at the pleasure of the governor.
2. The [#ne] six appointed nmenbers of the council shall hold office

for five years[+—pLe¥+ded—%haL—eL—Lhe—se¥en—nEnbe#s—i+#s%—appe+n%edT—Lme

For—a—termot—tive—years—trom—Jandary—Hrst—next—sueceedi-ng—thei+
appetnptrwent].  Any appoi nted nmenber of the council may be renoved by the
governor for cause after an opportunity to be heard in [his] their
def ense.



OCoO~NOUIRWN P

A. 9516 11

3. Any nmenber chosen to fill in a vacancy created other than by expi-
ration of term shall be appointed for the wunexpired termof the
succeeded nenber. Vacanci es caused by the expiration of term or other-
wi se shall be filled in the same manner as original appointnents.

4. The nmenbers of the council other than the [ehai+] comm ssion
nenbers shall receive no conpensation for their services but each nmenber
ot her than the [ehai+] conmi ssion nenbers shall be entitled to receive
actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of counci
duti es.

5. No appoi nted nmenber of the council shall qualify or enter upon the
duties of office, or remain therein, while an officer or enpl oyee of the
departnent of corrections and comunity supervision or any correctiona
facility or is in a position to exercise adnministrative supervision over
any correctional facility. The council shall have such staff as shall be
necessary to assist it in the performance of its duties wthin the
anmount of the appropriation therefor as determ ned by the chair of the
comm ssi on.

6. Notwi thstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, any
menber of the council serving on the effective date of this paragraph
may continue to serve until such nenber resigns, is renpved, or other-
wi se vacates such office.

8 3. Subdivisions 1 and 4 of section 43 of the correction |aw, subdi-
vision 1 as amended by section 7 of part HH of chapter 55 of the |aws of
2025, and subdivision 4 as added by chapter 865 of the |aws of 1975, are
anended to read as foll ows:

1. There shall be within the comm ssion a correction nedical review
board. It shall consist of six persons to be appointed by the governor
by and with the advice and consent of the senate. In addition, the part-
time comm ssion nenbers shall serve on the board. lLastly, the governor
shall designate [enre—of] the full-tine [sesbers] nenber other than the
chair of the conm ssion and the chair of the council as <chair of the
board to serve as such at the pleasure of the governor. O the appointed
menbers of the board one shall be a physician duly licensed to practice
in this state; one shall be a physician duly licensed to practice in
this state and a board certified forensic pathol ogist; one shall be a
physician duly licensed to practice in this state and shall be a board
certified forensic psychiatrist; one shall be an attorney admitted to
practice in this state; two shall be nenbers appointed at |arge.

4. The menbers of the board, other than the conmi ssion nenbers, shal
receive no conpensation for their services but each nmenber shall be
entitled to receive [his] their actual and necessary expenses incurred
in the performance of [his] their duties.

8 4. Section 3 of part H of a chapter of the laws of 2025 anending the
correction law relating to the nenbership of the state comn ssion of
correction, as proposed in legislative bill nunmbers S. 8415 and A 8871,
is amended to read as foll ows:

8 3. This act shall take effect [iwediately—provi-ded—however—ithat
H—sestion——t—olport—Hd ol chapterBE ol thelaws—oi 2028 challneot—have
talcon—etteet——on—or—bolore—sueh—datethensection—twe—o—this—actshal-
take—effeect] on the sane date and in the sane manner as [sueh] part HH
of [sueh] chapter 55 of the laws of 2025 takes effect.

8§ 5. This act shall take effect inmediately; provided, however, that
sections one, two, and three of this act shall take effect on the sane
date and in the sane manner as a chapter of the laws of 2025 amending
the correction law relating to the nmenbership of the state conm ssion of
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correction, as proposed in legislative bill nunbers S. 8415 and A 8871,
takes effect.

PART |

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 146 of the correction | aw, as
amended by section 2 of part | of a chapter of the laws of 2025 anendi ng
the correction law relating to correctional facility visits by the
correctional association, as proposed in legislative bill nunbers S
8415 and A. 8871, is anended to read as foll ows:

3. a. Notwithstanding any other provision of lawto the contrary, the
correctional association shall be pernmitted to access, visit, inspect,
and examne all state correctional facilities wth twenty-four hours
advance notice to the departnent. For any visit that will include units
or areas staffed by the office of nental health, such notice shall also
be provided to the office of nmental health. Up to twelve people may
conprise the wvisiting wparty; provided, however, that only four people
fromthe party may enter a special housing facility or unit at the sane

time. Prior to the visitation authorized pursuant to this subdivision,
the correctional association shall provide to the departnent on, at
| east, an annual basis a |ist of people who will be visiting the facili-
ty or facilities, including nanmes, dates of birth, driver's license

nunbers and their designation as an enpl oyee, board nenber, or designee
in order for the departnent to perform pronpt background checks. The
departnent may [ne%] pl ace restrictions on such visits and inspections]-
] when a facility is |ocked down or experiencing
a facility w de energency| —provided—however—that]. In addition, the
departnent may restrict access to a portion of a facility in an emergen-
cy situation for the duration of the enmergency. For the purpose of this
subdi vi si on, an energency shall be determ ned by the comm ssioner or the
conmi ssi oner's designee and defined as a significant risk to the safety
or security of the facility, or the health, safety or security of staff
or incarcerated individuals, or an event that significantly conpromn ses
the operations of the facility.
b. [A+] Upon twenty-four hours advance notice, at the conmencenent
[and] or conclusion of any visits to, or inspections and exaninations
of, state correctional facilities, the superintendent and executive

team to the extent practicabl e [ ard—upon—+eguest—by—the—correctiohral-
asse€+é&++#ﬂ shaII nmeet with the correctlonal associ ation. [Rvately

ot—ahy—vsi—The] Uoon twenty-f our hours advance notice, and with the

consent of the party, the correctional association may neet privately,
without representatives of the central office present, wth represen-
tatives of the office of nental health and any other entities or agen-
cies that are providing services in a facility, the incarcerated indi-
vi dual l[iaison committee and representatives of the incarcerated
i ndi vidual grievance resolution conmttee or any other organization of
i ncarcerated individual s recogni zed by the departnent.

c. During the course of any such visit, inspection or exam nation, and
upon consent of the person being interviewed, the correctional associ-
ation shall have the power to interview and converse publicly or confi-
dentially with any correctional enployee or admnistrator, any incarcer-
ated individual, and any other person providing, supervising, or




O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

A. 9516 13

nonitoring services in a correctional facility, whether or not enployed
by such facility. Such interviews shall not be restricted by the depart-
ment or the office of nmental health or any other agency or attended by
anyone on behal f of the department or the office of nental health or any
ot her agency, nor shall there be any retaliation or adverse action taken
by the departnment or other state agency agai nst anyone who speaks with
the correctional association. The departnment may not limt the nunber of
i ndividuals the correctional association may interview or the duration
of the interviews, in any nmanner unreasonabl e under the circunstances.
[Fhe] During the course of any visit, inspection or exanination, the
correctional association shall have the power to conduct private, confi-

dential neetings reasonable in nunber under [a—facitity—s—imrediate] the
ci rcunst ances [aL——%he+#—pLeasH#e—and—M+%heu%—ne++ee~%€#4¢x+4k*xg44nyuq

with incarcerated individuals in housing units and in attorney visiting
roons or other roons in the facility in which their conversations will
remai n confidential. No departnent enployee nay attend or listen to any
such neeting without the consent of the correctional association.

d. The correctlonal aSSOC|at|on [nay——#eqHes%—and—#eee+¥e—i¢en+%he
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superi-ptendent—and—ecentral—offHcereview comrttee—], on a quarterly

basis, may request and, to the extent practicable, receive from the
departnent in a form and manner prescribed by the departnent the foll ow
ing information and records:

(i) individual -level records for all individuals adnitted into custody
during the previous quarter, under custody at the end of the previous
quarter, released fromcustody during the previous quarter, and on
parole at the end of the previous gquarter;

(ii) departnmental staffing levels at each facility at the end of the
previous quarter;

(iii) under custody deaths at each facility during the previous quar-
ter;

(iv) report-level unusual incidents during the previous quarter;

(v) the nunber and type of disciplinary hearings held at each facility
during the previous quarter, including charges and sanctions inposed;

(vi) the nunber and type of grievances filed at each facility during
the previous quarter; and

(vii) incarcerated individuals at each facility enrolled in progranm
m ng and acadenmi c and vocational education during the previous gquarter.

e. The correctional association shall periodically, but not |less than
every five years, conduct inspections of each state correctional facili-

tyl —p '

-] and issue reports and recommendations to the governor,
the legislature and the public about the conditions and issues at
correctional facilities. Wen preparing such fornmal reports and recom
mendations, the <correctional association shall submt a tentative copy
of such report and recomrendati ons to the commi ssioner. The comn ssioner
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may submit a witten response to such tentative report within sixty days
of the receipt thereof[— } | |

gk | ]. When the correctional association there-
after submits its final report and reconmendations, it shall contain a
conpl ete copy of the response, if any, submitted to the tentative report
and recomendati ons.

f. The correctional association my send [wittenr—andlor——electronic]
surveys or questionnaires to people in custody or enpl oyees concerning
condi tions of confinenent, working conditions, or other subjects wthin
the scope of their mssion without prior approval of the departnent.
Peopl e incarcerated shall be permitted to confidentially conmplete and
return to the correctional association such surveys [either—nA—witten

Forrat—ar——electranically] . The correctional association may also
receive free |[eontdential] phone calls [and—emnits] fromincarcerated

i ndi vi dual s [ ardlor—set—up] through a [eenfidential] hotline set up by
the correctional association for individuals to use if they choose to
contact them_ _and the departnment shall not track or nonitor such calls.
Physical mail received and sent to the correctional association is
defined as privileged correspondence, and any and all processing
controls, allowances for linited free postage, and advances of incarcer-
ated individual funds for postage shall apply to privileged correspond-
ence received and sent to the correctional association. For the purposes
of this section, identical incomng blank surveys and questionnaires
shal |l not be defined as privileged correspondence.

g. The access, visits, and inspection of state correctional facili-
ties by the correctional association pursuant to this subdivision shal
be wundertaken solely in furtherance of the correctional association's
| awful powers, duties and obligations, and information obtained pursuant
to these powers shall be used solely in furtherance of the correctiona
association's mssion. Enmployees, board nenbers and desi gnees shall be
required to sign an acknow edgenent of the foregoing as a condition of
entry into a correctional facility pursuant to this subdivision

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the same date and in the same
manner as part | of a chapter of the laws of 2025 anending the
correction law relating to correctional facility visits by the correc-
ti onal association, as proposed in legislative bill nunbers S. 8415 and
A. 8871, takes effect.

PART J

Section 1. Section 208-a of the civil practice |law and rul es as added
by section 1 of part J of a chapter of the laws of 2025 anending the
civil practice |law and rul es, the general nunicipal |aw and the court of
clainmse act relating to the tolling of statute of linmtations for indi-

viduals in state custody, as proposed in legislative bill nunbers S.
8415 and A. 8871, is anended to read as foll ows:
§ 208-a. In custody at time of cause of action. Notw thstanding any

provi sions of law that inpose a period of linitation to the contrary or
any provisions of any other |aw pertaining to the filing of a notice of
claimor a notice of intention to file a claimas a condition precedent
to comencenent of an action or special proceeding, with respect to al

civil clainms or causes of action brought by any person to recover
damages for physical, psychological, or other injury or condition
suffered while under the jurisdiction and in the care and custody or
supervi sion of: the state departnent of corrections and comunity super-
vi sion, except a person under conmmunity supervision as defined in subdi-
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vision thirty-one of section tw of the correction |aw, a hospital as
defined in subdivision two of section four hundred of the correction
law, a correctional facility as defined in subdivision three of section
forty of the correction law, a local correctional facility as defined in
subdivision two of section forty of the correction |law, or an alternate
correctional facility as defined in subdivision one of section eighty-
seven of the correction law, the tine in which such action nust comrence
shal | [ be—extenrded—to—three—years—after—sush—persopn—-s—released—reom
such—custody] have the full benefit of the linmtations period provided
in the relevant section of law and, in addition, shall have a two-year
wi ndow following the date of the person's release from the relevant
period of custody within which to comence an action based on such inju-
ry or condition. For any claimthat would have been tinme-barred but for
the application of this section, no notice of claimor notice of inten-
tion to file a claimshall be required as a condition precedent to the
comrencenent of such action or special proceeding. This exenption shal
not apply to any claimthat was tinely under the otherw se applicable
statute of linitations.

8 2. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 8 of section 50-e of the genera
muni ci pal |aw, as added by section 2 of part J of a chapter of the |aws
of 2025 amending the civil practice |aw and rul es, the general rmunici pal
| aw and the court of clains act relating to the tolling of statute of
limtations for individuals in state custody, as proposed in |egislative
bill nunmbers S. 8415 and A 8871, is REPEALED

§ 3. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of section 50-e of the genera
muni ci pal |law, as amended by chapter 738 of the laws of 1981, is anmended
to read as foll ows:

(a) In any case founded upon tort where a notice of claimis required
by law as a condition precedent to the comencenent of an action or
speci al proceeding against a public corporation, as defined in the
general construction |law, or any officer, appointee or enployee thereof,
the notice of claimshall conmply with and be served in accordance with
the provisions of this section wthin ninety days after the claim
ari ses; except that in wongful death actions, the ninety days shall run
from the appointment of a representative of the decedent's estate.
Not wi t hst andi ng any provision of lawto the contrary, this section shal
not apply to any otherwise tinme-barred civil clains or causes of action
revived by section two hundred eight-a of the civil practice |aw and
rules. This exenption shall not apply to any claimthat was tinely under
the otherw se applicable statute of linmtations.

8 4. Subdivision 6 of section 50-i of the general nmunicipal Ilaw, as
added by section 3 of part J of a chapter of the laws of 2025 amendi ng
the civil practice law and rules, the general nmunicipal law and the

court of «clainse act relating to the tolling of statute of limtations
for individuals in state custody, as proposed in legislative bil
nunbers S. 8415 and A. 8871, is anended to read as foll ows:

6. Notwi t hstanding any provision of lawto the contrary, [this—section

] any person who suffers

physical, psychological, or other injury or condition while in custody
shall have, pursuant to section two hundred eight-a of the civil prac-
tice law and rules, the full benefit of the limtations period provided
inthis section and, in addition, shall have a two-year w ndow follow ng
the date of the person's release from that period of custody wthin
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which to conmence an action based on such injury or condition. For any

otherwise tine-barred civil clains or causes of action revived by
section two hundred eight-a of the civil practice law and rules, no
notice of claim shall be required as a condition precedent to the

comrencenent of such action or special proceeding. This exenption shal
not apply to any claimthat was tinely under the otherw se applicable
statute of linitations.

8§ 5. Subdivision 11 of section 10 of the court of clains act, as added
by section 4 of part J of a chapter of the laws of 2025 anending the
civil practice |aw and rules, the general municipal |law and the court of
claimse act relating to the tolling of statute of linmtations for indi-
viduals in state custody, as proposed in legislative bill nunbers S.
8415 and A. 8871, is anended to read as foll ows:

11. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, [this

] any person who
suffers physical, psychological. or other injury or condition while in
custody shall have, pursuant to section two hundred eight-a of the civil
practice law and rules, the full benefit of the limtations period
provided in this section and. in addition., shall have a two-year w ndow
following the date of the person's release fromthat period of custody
within which to comence an action based on such injury or condition.
For any otherwise tinme-barred civil clains or causes of action revived
by section two hundred eight-a of the civil practice law and rules, no
notice of intention to file a claimshall be required as a condition
precedent to the comencenent of such action or special proceeding. This
exenption shall not apply to any claimthat was tinely under the other-
wi se applicable statute of |imtations.

8 6. Subdivision d of section 11 of the court of clains act, as added
by section 5 of part J of a chapter of the laws of 2025 anending the
civil practice |aw and rules, the general nunicipal |aw and the court of
clainms act relating to the tolling of statute of linmtations for indi-
viduals in state custody, as proposed in legislative bill nunbers S.
8415 and A. 8871, is anended to read as foll ows:

d. Subdivision b of this section shall not apply to [a—claimbrought

hunded—ei-ght—a—of—the—ocivil—practicetawand+rules] any otherw se tine-
barred civil clains or causes of action revived by section twd hundred
eight-a of the civil practice law and rules. This exenption shall not
apply to any claimthat was tinely under the otherw se applicable stat-

ute of Jlimtations, provided that, the court, in exercising its
discretion as otherwise permtted by law regarding the claim or notice
of intention to file a claimshall, in the interest of justice, give due

consideration to difficulties of proof caused by incarceration.

8§ 7. Section 6 of part J of a chapter of the laws of 2025 anending the
civil practice |aw and rules, the general nunicipal |aw and the court of
clainms act relating to the tolling of statute of limtations for indi-
viduals in state custody, as proposed in legislative bill nunbers S.
8415 and A. 8871, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 6. This act shall take effect imediately and apply to periods of
custody that end on or after the effective date of this act and shal
not revive or otherw se extend any claimthat was tine-barred prior to
such effective date.
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8 8. This act shall take effect immediately; provided, however, that
sections one, two, three, four, five and six of this act shall take
effect on the sanme date and in the same manner as part J of a chapter of
the laws of 2025 anmending the civil practice law and rules, the genera
municipal law and the court of clains act relating to the tolling of
statute of linmtations for individuals in state custody, as proposed in
l egislative bill nunbers S. 8415 and A 8871, takes effect.

§ 2. Severability clause. |If any cl ause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of
competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnment shall not affect,
inmpair, or invalidate the renainder thereof, but shall be confined in
its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section
or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judg-
ment shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of
the legislature that this act wuld have been enacted even if such
i nvalid provisions had not been included herein.

8 3. This act shall take effect immediately provided, however, that
the applicable effective date of Parts A through J of this act shall be
as specifically set forth in the last section of such Parts.



