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STATE OF NEW YORK

9482

| N ASSEMBLY

January 7, 2026

Introduced by M of A HEVESI -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Children and Fanilies

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to requiring |ocal
social services districts to provide luggage to children in foster
care

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 398-f of the social services law, as added by a
chapter of the | aws of 2025 anending the social services lawrelating to
requiring the office of children and fanmily services to provide |uggage
to youth in foster care, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S.
3781 and A. 5434, is amended to read as foll ows:

§ 398-f. Duty to provide luggage to children in foster [ehitdien]
care. 1. [ Detinitions—| For t he purposes of this section, [thefollowng

e ——+uggage—] "luggage" neans a durable suitcase, duffel bag, back-
pack, or simlar reusable container that is newor is in newlike condi-

tion, and is designed to hold an individual's personal belongings and is
not a di sposabl e bag, trash bag, or cardboard box.
2. [Fespep—yeHLh—LHggage——lhe—eLL+ee—eL—eh++d#en—and—#an+¥y——se+¥+€£§4

Each local social services district shall [p+oecte—distribute—and]

supply luggage to children in foster care [yoeuih] mho do not have appro-
prlate | uggage of thelr own [

Ls—néeded] | f any Chlld |n foster care [yeuth] reports that thelr
|l uggage has been lost, stolen, or danmaged, the [efiice—-of——children—and
famly—services—shall] local social services district may provide

repl acement |uggage at [their] its discretion. Any |uggage provided by

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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t he [ effHHce—of—children—and—famtyr—services] local social services
district wmy not be reclained or retained by the office of children and
fam ly services, the local social services districts, [foster—secare]
voluntary authorized agencies, or the child' s foster parent.

3. [PafLne#sh+p7M++h—seG+aL—se#¥+9es—d+s%4+sLsT—Ihe—eLL+eefeﬁ—eh¥+9¢en

-] Eligible
expenditures made by a local social services district for luggage for
children in foster care under this section shall be subject to state
rei nbursenent under the foster care block grant in accordance wth
section one hundred fifty-three-k of this chapter.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the sanme date and in the sane
manner as a chapter of the |laws of 2025 anmendi ng the social services |aw
relating to requiring the office of children and famly services to
provide luggage to youth in foster care, as proposed in |legislative
bills nunbers S. 3781 and A. 5434, takes effect.




