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Introduced by M of A TAPIA -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Housi ng

AN ACT to anmend the real property law, in relation to prohibiting the
use of credit history in the tenant screening process for applicants
who are survivors of donestic violence

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The legislature finds that
survivors of donestic violence often experience financial abuse that can
damage their credit histories and limt their ability to obtain safe and
stabl e housing. Financial control, coerced debt, and econom c isolation
are conmon tools of abuse. It is the intent of the legislature to reduce
barriers to housing by preventing the use of credit history as a screen-
ing tool when a housing applicant is a verified survivor of donestic
vi ol ence, as defined by existing state and federal |aw.

8§ 2. The real property law is amended by adding a new section 238-b to
read as foll ows:

8§ 238-b. Prohibition on use of credit history for certain survivors of
donmestic violence. 1. For the purposes of this section, the follow ng
terns shall have the foll owi ng neanings:

(a) "Victimof donestic violence" shall nean:

(i) avictimof donestic violence as such termis defined in section
four hundred fifty-nine-a of the social services |law. or

(ii) a person who is a victimof donestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, or stalking, as such terns are defined in the federa
viol ence against wonen act, 34 U S.C 12291(a).

(b) "lLandlord" shall nmean any owner, |essor, sublessor, assignor, or
nmanagi ng agent of, or any other person having the right to rent or | ease
a housi ng accommbdation, constructed or to be constructed, or any agent
or _enpl oyee thereof.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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2. The provisions of this section shall apply to all residential hous-
ing accommpdations offered for rent or lease within the state of New
Yor k.

3. Alandlord shall not:

(a) require, request, obtain, or consider a consuner credit report or
credit history for any prospective tenant who provides docunentation
indicating that they are a victimof donestic violence; or

(b) deny an application for rental housing on the basis of credit
hi story when the applicant is a victimof donestic violence.

4. To denonstrate eligibility under this section, an applicant may
provide one or nore of the following forns of docunentation

(a) a tenporary or final order of protection issued by a court of
conpetent jurisdiction;

(b) a record, conplaint, or report froma federal, state, or local |aw
enforcenent agency of an act of donestic violence as described in
section four hundred fifty-nine-a of the social services lawor a famly
of fense as described in section eight hundred twelve of the family court
act, or certifying that the applicant or a nenber of the applicant's
fam ly has been subjected to donestic violence;

(c) arecord froma health care provider for treatnent related to
donestic violence as described in section four hundred fifty-nine-a of
the social services lawor a famly offense as described in section
eight hundred twelve of the famly court act; and/or

(d) a witten verification from any other qualified third party.
including but not limted to a licensed nedical professional, |icensed
nental health care provider, donestic violence counselor, victimadvo-
cate, attorney, or enployee of a victimservices organization, to whom
the applicant or a nmenber of the applicant's household reported the
donestic viol ence.

5. Any docunentation submitted pursuant to the provisions of this
section shall be kept strictly confidential and shall not be disclosed
to any third party.

6. A person aggrieved by a violation of this section may bring a civil
action in a court of conpetent jurisdiction for:

(a) injunctive relief;

(b) actual dammges; and

(c) reasonable attorney's fees and costs.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




